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FOREWORD 


The purpose of this book is to picture Kentland as it has been 
in the past -- a century of the history of times, places, per- 
sons, and events. f 

No attempt has been made to record all that has happened 
in and to Kentland in the past one hundred years; to do so 
would require volumes. Nor has it been the pretense of the 
committee that all facts and all persons important to the 
community have been mentioned. To the best of its ability, 
the committee checked the materials for accuracy and com- 
pleteness. Any errors, regrettable as they may be, are not 
known to the committee and were made without malice. 
This history of Kentland and Newton County has been com- 
piled by the various members of the Centennial History 
Committee. Tremendous amounts of time and effort have 
been generously contributed by each of these persons. In 
yathering this material, they have spent much time in re- 
search, in interviews with citizens, and in checking items 
weed in the various articles. 

uch gratitude is due George Ade Davis for his contribu- 
trons of two original manuscripts of George Ade, never 


before published, and for his permission to use them here- 
in; too, for his generous monetary contribution to this pub- 
lication. Much gratitude is also due George McCray for 
his calling to the attention of the chairwoman of this com- 
mittee the presence of said original manuscripts and for 
securing the permission to publish these, for other pictures, 
and for valuable first-hand counsel. To Alvin C. Cast, the 
committee is indebted for the securing of congratulatory 
letter and telegram published herein. 
It is impossible, of course, to acknowledge all of the people 
that have so generously contributed to make this Centen- 
nial History a success. The Committee is grateful to each 
and every one of them. 
As Kentland anticipates the beginning of its second 100 
years, the Committee presents this sketch of the past 100 
years as a foundation upon which to build. 
Mrs. Loyal C. Knollin, Chairwoman 
John R. Funk, Editor 
Mrs. John R. Funk, Co-Editor 
Mrs. Rolland Ade, Picture Editor 
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MRS LOYAL-C KNOLLIN, HISTORY CHAIRMAN OF CENTENNIAL= 
KENTLAND IND 


THROUGH CONGRESSMAN CHARLES A HALLECK | HAVE LEARNED OF 
KENTLAND'S 1OOTH ANNIVERSARY, AND IT IS A PLEASURE TO 
JOIN IN THE OBSERVANCE OF THIS EVENT. 


WITH INDIVIDUAL ENTERPRISE AND NEIGHBORLY COOPERATION 


THE CITIZENS OF KENTLAND BUILT A FINE TOWN, STRENGTHENED 
BY THIS TRADITION, THEY CAN ENTER THEIR SECOND CENTURY 
WITH CONFIDENCE AND THANKSGIVING 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES= 


DWIGHT. D EISENHOWER, 


THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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WASHINGTON 


March 29, 1960 


Dear Mrs. Knollin: 


I appreciate this opportunity to extend greetings 
te the community of Kentliand on attaining its first 
centennial, 


The progress which has been achieved during the 
past 100 years, since Kentland came into being, has 
been due to the hard work, initiative and strong belief 
in the future displayed by the early settlers. Today, we 
face new challenges, and Iam convinced that if we put 
into practice the same ideals which guided our ancestors, 
we shall be able to meet our challenges successfully. 


I know that July 2 will be a proud day for all the 
residents of Kentland and I am pleased to add my best 
wishes to the countless others you will be receiving cn 
this noteworthy occasion, 


With every good wish, 
Sincerely, 
e 
; " iS is y | 
Richard Nixon 
Mrs. Loyal C. Knollin 


History Chairman of Centennial 
Kentiand, Indiana 
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EARLY TRAILS 


by Genevera Padgett Carlson 


Where is Kentland? We can locate it now, in this jet and 
nucleur age, for it is a small town in northwestern Indiana 
located on three national highways. But what of 100 years 
ago? 

Everyone knows about Indiana, but what of those 63, 897 
early settlers who poured into our State between 1800 and 
1816. Land was being sold at the very low price of $1.25 
per acre, and so many of them secured large holdings. 
The Indians had been subdued by General Harrison about 
this time and were moving on to the Northwest. The Black- 
hawk War had just been finished, and the Indians that were 
left behind were none too friendly. Once in awhile you 
could see that a squaw had tried to grow corn on a little 
knoll where the swamp grass could be kept down. 
Indiana became a state in 1816 with the capital moving to 
Indianapolis during 1824 and 1825. Also about this time, 
the book The Story of Marion's Men was published com- 
mending the efforts of two heroic sergeants named Newton 
and Jasper. So it was that the State Legislation gave us 
Newton County. 

Where is Kentland? In Newton County. Yes! But how could 
we have reached Newton County 100 years ago? We find 
this area covered with high swamp grasses, with a timber- 
covered knoll here and there, bordered by the rapid flow- 
ing Iroquois River called Pickamink by the Indians. The In- 
dians found around here were the Pottawatomi, who had 
no permanent homes. They camped in the groves and on 
the knolls close to this river, for its waters swarmed with 
fish which fed them both summer and winter. Early settlers 
recall traces of Indian !ife found on its banks. 

In the year 1836, no roads could be found, as the wagons 
cut down through the marsh grasses on their journey north- 
west. Only a buffalo trail led them on. They watched herds 
of buffalo and numerous deer scurry ahead through the 
rank growth of grass. Grouse and prairie chicken were also 
prevalent and helped to feed these travelers. Their one 
great fear, as they pushed onward, was a ‘grass fire.’” One 
can appreciate the horror of such a fire, as it bore down 
upon them; the feeling of utter helplessness as a wall of fire 
leaped ten to fifty feet high, advancing at the speed of the 
wind, with suffocating heat, leaving only a charred and 
blackened waste. Fire caused much damage in this area, 
both at this time and later as the community grew. Severe 
storms, as well as fires, came quickly. Rains came down in 
torrents driven by unbroken winds that whipped across this 
vast prairie. Settlers often lost their way in one of these 
squalls. Blinding snow and ice storms were also a great 
problem along the trai! to our early pioneers. Their hard- 
ships were many. 

The Iroquois flows to the southwest and is located north by 
west, about 4} miles from the site of OUR TOWN. It passes 
Bunkum, an Indian trading village, situated about one mile 
above its present location on the Hubbard trail. This road 
was hacked through the wilderness and prairie in 1822 by 
Gurdon §S. Hubbard, a Vermont Yankee, known to the In- 
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dians as ‘Great Walker’ whose Indian wife was Watseka. 
This trail came down from a fort called Dearborn, now 
Chicago, extending 150 miles south through what is now 
Danville, Illinois, and on to Terre Haute, Indiana. Up this 
route we find other early settlers coming from Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania, New York, and farther East, using the waterways, 
then across on the Cumberland Road, and on up this trail. 
It was up this trail and to the north side of the Iroquois 
River that we find the first settlers of this community com- 
ing to make their home, called the Kenoyer settlement. 
The Bunkum road, as it became known to the early settlers 
in these parts, branched to the north from the river, across 
the Spitler creek, then on to what is now Morocco, across 
the prairie to Pilot Grove, a noted trading post and Indian 
village, now Mt. Ayr, one of the few groves on the Iroquois 
prairie. Later this trail extended on to Rensselaer and was 
called the Pilot Grove Road. The Bunkum road also branch- 
ed east crossing at Timmon’s ford following the river on 
the south side toward Brook, so it is said. 

On the south, we were bordered by the Parish Grove trail. 
It came up from Lafayette crossing Big Pine Creek to White 
Oak Grove (now Oxford). Only one house stood here, the 
Jenning's place, which was used as a landmark. Ten miles 
on west was Parish Grove where the Boswell house marked 
the trail. The road then crossed Mud Creek (a deep creek; 
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it had no bridge) continuing on northwest to the Sumner’s 
home. Leaving the Sumner house, the trail crossed the Sugar 
Creek. Then for sixteen miles there was nothing but the vast 
prairie except one shanty (now Sheldon, Illinois) until you 
reached the famous little city of “Bunkum.” North from 
White Oak Grove (now Oxford) to the Iroquois River, about 
25 miles there was nothing but a sea of prairie grass cover- 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Ade, John: Newton County 1816 - 1911 

Smith, Gale: Indiana History Text 


ing the countryside which was completely wild and unin- 
habited. It was in this sea of grass, going north and slight!y 
east from the Sumner house eight miles, and from the Iro- 
quois river starting at the Timmon’s ford (the crossing near 
the Kenoyer settlement) coming south about 44 miles that 
we can now locate OUR TOWN -- KENTLAND. 


Bathey, F.A.: History of Warren, Benton, Newton & Jasper 
Counties 1883 


EARLY HISTORY 


_ by Helen Washburn Knollin 


In 1818 the population of Indiana was 147,000, the majority 
living along the Ohio River. The population of the area be- 
tween the Wabash River and lower Lake Michigan was less 
than two to the square mile. As late as 1853, when Chicago 
was still a smal! settlement around Fort Dearborn, Lafayette 
was an incorporated city. 

Beaver Lake was the largest natural body of water ever to 
be in Indiana. It was seven miles long five miles wide and 
covered sixteen thousand acres. The bottom was a thick 
layer of muck, the shores sandy and indented with numer- 
ous arms and inlets. Back of the shore-line extending two to 
three miles deep through the low sand hills, were groves of 
White and Burr Oak. The Gray Wolf, the Big Beaver, the 
White Tailed Deer, the Passenger Pigeon, the Bald Eagle, 
and the Wild Hog were al! native to this area. Wild water 
fowl came here by the millions. | have heard my father tell 
of seeing great flocks of Whistling Swan fly over as a solid 
white cloud. He also told of the Sand Hill Crane, a slate- 
gray bird about four feet tall. At sun-set these Cranes would 
“land” on asand ridge and ‘hold’ a dance. They would go 
through the most grotesque antics, stretching their necks, 
flapping their wings, and all the time jumping up and down. 
With the signing of the Logansport Treaty in 1832, the United 
States government received from the Potowatomi Indians the 
land which bordered lower Lake Michigan and reached 
about as far south as the Iroquois River. At this stage of 
our development the principal occupation was trapping. 
The furs were sold to agents of the Northwestern Fur Com- 
pany of Detroit, Michigan. 

When the Indians were moving out of this territory and be- 
fore permanent settlements were established, a transient 
class of white men took possession. They were trappers, 
squatters, and out-laws. The out-laws were horse thieves 
and counterfeiters. This was a colorful but unsavory period 
in our history. For over twenty years, what is now Newton 
County provided a base from which these out-laws oper- 
ated. 

Bogus Island, the largest of several islands located in Bea- 
ver Lake, had been cast up out of the bottom of the lake 
by the winds and the waves from the west and the north- 
west. The sand, drifting like snow, formed a sharp preci- 
pice. In the face of this precipice, facing the northwest, the 
out-laws excavated a two room cave which was supported 
by timbers. The first room was a stable for the stolen horses; 
the smaller back room was used for their counterfeiting 


activities. Bogus Island was covered by oak trees and heavy 
underbrush. Even the chimney from the cave was covered 
by “clumps” of wild currant. Bogus Island was far removed 
from the established trails of travel and so isolated by 
water, marsh, and heavy timber it was indeed a perfect 
hide-out. When the wind was from the north and moved 
the waters of the lake toward the southern shores, the stolen 
horses could be ‘‘walked” into Bogus Island over a long 
sandbar. The Jasper County Rangers, organized in 1859 by 
Tom Barker, were largely responsible for ridding the ter- 
ritory of these unscrupulous men. (It is interesting to know 
that the famous “‘law-man'', Bat Masterson, was born not 
far from Bogus Island). 

In 1853 the first crude ditch was completed, and about 
eight thousand acres of Beaver Lake were drained. Ditching 
continued by latera!s and new ditches, so that by 1876 it 
was only one tenth its original size. By 1900 Beaver Lake 
was gone, destroyed by man. 

In the early 1850's a new type of pioneer came to conquer 
the prairie and the sloughs. A group of wealthy and ag- 
gressive men from New York and the New England states 
came to this ‘new’ country, bringing with them the culture 
and tradition of the east. They bought thousands of acres 
of rich,.raw prairie and built beautiful two story homes 
with fourteen foot ceilings. This vast expanse of land was 
covered with stirrup high grass and was known as ‘'the run- 
ning prairie’ because it rippled, as waves, in the wind. 
Soon the foresighted easterners brought in great herds of 
cattle to use this grass and became known as ‘Cattle Bar- 
ons.” 

The names of these men will tell you where each one lo- 
cated: Alexander J. Kent, Cephas Atkinson, Moses Fowler, 
Parnham Boswell, Anson Wolcott, Ad. Raub, and Adam 
Earl. No town was named for Ed Sumner, another of the 
colorful ‘Cattle Barons, who lived at Sugar Grove. 
Before the railroads came in the late 50's, Mr. Sumner 
drove his cattle overland to the New York market. His 
herdsmen would start a bunch of 100 head every two weeks, 
and he would be waiting in New York to sell them. On 
one occasion, which he liked to brag about, he sold 1100 
steers, on the ranch, for $100,000.00. Mr. Sumner owned 
30,000 acres of land. 

Lemuel! Milk, another courageous pioneer, settled not far 
from Beaver Lake. He and his partners owned 40,000 acres, 
25,000 of which they subdivided into 56 improved farms. 
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The Alexander J. Kent Home 


At one time he ran 10,000 sheep, 2500 cattle, and 300 
horses. Mr. Milk was a friend of Abraham Lincoln, and, dur- 
ing the Civil War, he equipped an entire company at his 
own expense. His daughter, Jenny Conrad, continued his 
ranching operations and founded the town of Conrad. 
Alexander J. Kent, the founder of Kentland, was a dynamic 
person of dauntless courage. He had to have these qualli- 
ties or he never could have dreamed of, or carried through, 
the great task of re-claiming the prairie. The first problem 
was to drain the sloughs and marshes. This often required 
as many as 30 yoke of oxen to pull the big 30 inch plow 
for just one ditching outfit. Fifteen yoke of oxen were need- 
ed to plow the level ground, ripping through the tough 
grasses and roots. On high, drier ground four yoke of oxen 
were needed to pull an 18 inch breaking plow. After these 
operations, came the building of elaborate tiling systems, 
fences, and roads. Mr. Kent had more than one-half the 
local population on his pay roll as herdsmen and field 
hands. 

Before making ‘Newton’ county his home, Mr. Kent had 
seen a good part of the world. He had been successful in 
various ventures in New York and California, and he and 
his associates had been active in the China trade. They 
bought their own ship, taking eggs to China and bringing 
back Chinese coolies. After three successful trips, they sold 
their ship to a Chinese Mandarin. Having sold out in Cali- 
fornia, Mr. Kent joined his brother, the Honorable P. M. 
Kent, at New Albany, Indiana, in operating the largest 
wholesale grocery business in the state. They made several 
trips to northwest Indiana where Mr. Kent invested in land. 
He eventually acquired more than 25,000 acres. In 1859 he 
moved his family to what is now Newton County and saon 
after built a spacious home. A portion of this home still 
serves as the front entrance to the Nu-Joy. 

Mr. J. B. Cheseborough, Mr. Kent's brother-in-law, who had 
been associated with him in business in New York, in Sa- 
cramento, California, the China trade, and in New Albany, 
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The Driveway extending west from the A. J. Kent Home to Dunlap Street. 
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Main Street in Kentland in 1889. The only remaining building on the 


Indiana came here to manage the mercantile business Mr. 
Kent established. He built his home just west of Mr. Kent's, 
the present residence of Mrs. Ellsworth Wilson. 
About 7,000 acres of Mr. Kent's land was located in what 
is now Jefferson township, and in 1860 he platted the town 
of Kentland. The original plat consists of 18 blocks --Dun- 
lap on the north, then Graham, Seymour, Goss, and Owen. 
At right angles to these were cross streets SORES 2 
numbers | to 5. 
Mr. Kent always drove ‘‘lickety-split’’ in a buggy behind a 
team of fine mules. He was always in a hurry, always full 
of energy, and ‘always a thinkin’ and a workin’."’ His man- 
ner was brusque and direct, but he was most charitable 
and kind. Many men had bought land from him who had 
little prospect of paying for it and did not have enough 
money to buy the necessary oxen, mules, and equipment. 
Had Mr. Kent pressed them for payment, many who be- 
came prosperous farmers would have had to give up. He 
could seldom refuse Help to a deserving person or a worthy 
cause. 
He made large donations to the people in Kansas who had 
suffered from the drought. He told a solicitor: ‘go to my 
_crib and take what corn you need.’ Later, the same year, 
he sent $400.00 worth of clothing to aid the people who 
suffered from the grasshopper plague in Nebraska. During 
the war, Mr. Kent was generous to the soldiers and their 
families. Once, when a company of volunteers was march- 
ing to the railroad station, he directed the captain to order 
open ranks. When the order was obeyed, he passed through 
the entire company and gave a five dollar bill to each man. 


left (the Dowling Building now owned by Mrs. Ellsworth Wilson). 


He left quickly, fearing that some one might thank him. 
The Logansport and Peoria Railroad was built in 1859; the 
first train going through Kentland on Christmas day. So, in 
1860, the year Kentland was selected to be the county seat 
about the only residents were track hands. Wm. Ross built 
the first business building; John Peacock and Oscar Phelps 
soon added two more store buildings; and Mr. Kent a store 
and a hotel building. After the county officers were elected, 
there was a demand for more business buildings and homes. 
All this development was along the north side of Seymour 
Street, which is now highway 24. 

Kentland suffered from several disastrous fires, the first 
one in 1870. This fire originated in the upper floor of the 
Kent Building and spread so rapidly that within three hours 
fifteen businesses were burned out. The loss was great, over 
$200,000.00 and covered by very little insurance. However, 
Kentland did benefit by this fire, as the new buildings that 
were erected were of a much more permanent type and 
were much better constructed. They were built on Third 
Street from Seymour to Dunlap Streets. Kentland no !onger 
looked like the typical frontier town stretched out on one 
street paralleling the railroad. 

News items from the United States Centennial edition of the 
Kentland Gazette, printed February 24, 1876, show the 
rapid growth Kentland made in sixteen years. 

The population was 1300. There were two newspapers, one 
flour mill, three grain elevators, one bank, one savings and 
loan company. There were seven doctors, one dentist, and 
seven lawyers. There were two real estate businesses, two 
drug stores, one hardware store, one chromo store, one 
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confectionery store, three grocery stores, one clothier, one 
mercantile store, one millinery shop, one grain trader, one 
harness shop, one livery stable, and one hotel. There were 
three churches, one school building, a court house, and the 
Masonic Lodge. 
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Unimproved land was selling for $5.00 an acre. Well- 

drained and well-located !and was selling up to $75.00 an 

acre. Corn was the principal crop and averaged a yield 

of 40 to 50 bushels to the acre. The Kentland Gazette re- 

ported that yields reached as high as 80 bushels an acre. 

Bathey, F.A.: History of Warren, Benton, Newton & Jasper 
Counties 1883 

Bowman, Heath: Hoosier 

McCray, Marion: Notes on History of Kentland 

Washburn, A. D.: Personal Recollections 
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Original Plat of the town of Kentland. Transcribed by S. E. Carlson 


EARLY FAMILIES 
by Mr. and Mrs. Howard C. Washburn 


This is an account of pioneer families who settled in Kent- 
land and vicinity by 1870. Only families are included who 
have descendants living in this area at the present time. 
(We have placed the KENT family first because of its im- 


aaa in Kentland history. All others are in alphabetical 
Or eC.) 


KENT Family - Alexander J. Kent for whom the town was 
named was a man of many interests. He lived originally 
in the state of New York. At the time of the gold rush in 
California, he equipped men and furnished them with trans- 
portation to California (Sacramento City). Later he joined 
these men and established a firm, Kent, Fowler & Co. in 
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the wholesale grocery business. Before long he purchased 
a vessel and became very successful in trade between San 
Francisco and China as an importer. After 3 trips, this bus- 
iness too was sold and he returned again to New York. 
He became interested in the wild lands of northwest Indi- 
ana locating first 7,000 acres in what is now Newton Coun- 
ty. He kept adding to it until he owned more than 25,000 
acres. 

It was in 1855 that he moved his family to New Albany, 
Indiana, and engaged in the grocery business. In 1859 he 
brought the family and settled in Newton County. He started 
farming on a large scale, engaged in milling and shipping 
grain, raising and shipping stock, and in mercantile pur- 
suits. For a long time, he did two-thirds of the business in 
the town of Kentland. 

He was the man who platted the town in 1860. That spring 
he also erected a store and a hotel building. 

He was known as an excellent businessman and financier, 
but also as one who was kind and understanding to ones 
in trouble. He was generous to his debtors and quick to 
give relief to ones in disaster. Except for his generosity and 
understanding, many pioneer farmers would have been 
forced to give up their farms and move back east again. 
Mr. Kent helped them through times of sickness, crop short- 
age, and financial difficulties. 

Mr. Kent was the father of 5 children: Clara, May L., John 
A., Levanche E., Carrol C. All are deceased. The youngest, 
Carrol C., died in 1932. 

Rosamond Tanquary, daughter of May L., and her husband 
Neil Tanquary, reside in Kentland at the present time. Her 
son Kent Tanquary, and his wife, Dorothy, and their daugh- 
ter, Levanche, are also residents of Kentland. 


ADE Family - Mrs. Rolland Ade (LuEthel Davis Ade) repre- 
sents one of the old pioneer families. She is the widow of 
Charles Rolland Ade, who was the grandson of John Ade 
(1828-1914). John Ade was born in Lewes, England, and 
came with his family to this country in 1840. 

He had only 3 months of schooling, but by reading and self- 
study, he became well educated and was so recognized by 
his neighbors on the frontier. He worked on a farm in 
southern Indiana, as a blacksmith in a carriage factory, 
and with a contractor in Chicago. He married Adeline 
Bush, and in 1853 they came to Newton County to make 
their home. They lived first in Morocco where Mr. Ade had 
charge of a store and a fur trading station. Mrs. Ade was 
regarded with some suspicion because she wore a store- 
bought hat instead of the sunbonnets of the pioneer women. 
He was elected the first Recorder of Newton County; and 
he brought his family here for residence at that time (1860). 
He later was elected County Auditor after which he entered 
the banking business in the Discount & Deposit State Bank, 
‘a career he followed for the remainder of his life. 
During the Civil War he made several trips to the battle 
fronts to bring sick and wounded home to Newton County. 
For these services, he was made an honorary member of 
G.A.R. 

Mr. Ade was interested in the development of Kentland, 
and on a trip to lowa he secured a bag of seeds from 
Maple trees, planted them in his garden, and later planted 


these seedlings along the streets of the town to beautify 
the streets. He was also interested in local history and could 
tell much of the early days of the county. In 1911, he pub- 
lished a book, now a collector's item, Newton County 1853- 
1711. 

When the Ades moved to Kentland, they built the second 
house in town. It was located on the south side of the court 
house square. 

The Ades had 7 children (1 dying in infancy): Anna (Mrs. 
John Randall), William, father of Charles Rolland, Alice 
(Mrs. Greely Davis), Joseph, George, the well-known play- 
wright, and Ella (Mrs. Warren T. McCray). 

William Ade (Katie Shepard Ade) moved to Kentland and 
spent his life there; he. was a prosperous farmer and sup- 
porter of civic causes. They were parents of 4 children: 
Nellie (Mrs. J. D. Rathbun), Ardis (Mrs. Fred Kurfess), John, 
deceased, Charles Rolland, deceased. ; 
Mrs. Charles Rolland Ade (LuEthe! Davis) came to Newton 
County for residence immediately after her marriage. Mrs. 
Ade and her late husband have been prominent residents 
of the vicinity where they were actively engaged in farm- 
ing for a number of years. Mr. Ade was a man of wide in- 
terests and activities and served as the president of the 
Newton County Fair Board from the time of its origin until 
his death in 1957. To this union were born 2 children, Kath- 
ryn (Mrs. Chas. Kleinkort) of Brook, and John Davis Ade, al- 
so of Brook. There are five grandchildren. 


ANDERSON Family - Lola Anderson Burton (Mrs. Lloyd 
Burton) is the member of this family still living in the im- 
mediate area. 

She is the granddaughter of Joel Anderson, who came here 
from Kentucky about 1851. 

William Anderson, son of Joel, was born in Jefferson town- 
ship in 1855. William and his wife, Nancy Shoaf Anderson, 
were the parents of 3 children: Gladys (Mrs. Walter Bur- 
man, Goodland), Connie deceased, Lola (Mrs. Lloyd Bur- 
ton). 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Burton have resided on a farm in Jef- 
ferson Township since their marriage. They are parents of 
2 children, also Kentland residents. Wanda (Mrs. Mervin 
Pence) children: Christy and Brian Tracy; Glen (Mercile 
Whaley Burton): children, Sharon, Stephen, Michael. 


ARNEDT Family - Mrs. Frank McGraw and Mrs. Will Don- 
ohue are the members residing in Kentland. 

Chris Arnedt settled in Kentland in 1862. He enlisted as a 
volunteer from Kentland to fight in the Civil War. After 
the War, he was established in business here, where he 
spent his entire life. He was the father of 9 children: 5 girls 
and 4 boys. Two daughters are still Kentland residents - 
Lenora (Mrs. Frank McGraw) and Elizabeth (Mrs. Will Don- 
ohue). 


BOWER Family - Four families continue to reside in Kent- 
land over the period of years - families of Ralph, Raymond, 
Albert, and Richard. 

Jacob and Suzanna (Burkhart) Bower migrated from Ger- 
many to New York, and their son William was born in Long 
Island, N.Y. They later moved to Chicago, Illinois, where 
William worked in the Stock Yards. 
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William Bower came to Kentland in 1867 and acquired land 
in Grant Township for his father, Jacob. He tells that when 
he first came to Kentland he rented a mule to ride through 
the swamp to look at the land he hoped to buy. He rented 
it from Alexander J. Kent, who operated a livery stable 
ond most businesses in town, and had to make a deposit of 


$40. 
In later life the father Jacob moved to Kentland and settled 


on the farm across from the McCray Orchard Lake Stock 
Farm now farmed by Maurice Farrell. Mrs. Bower brought 
the first soft maple trees planted on farms and in the town 
of Kentland. Upon retirement they moved into Kentland to 
the property now owned by the Steinbachs at the corner of 
Allen and Fourth Streets. The Jacob Bowers were the par- 
ents of 4 children, but only Joseph and William remained 
in Kentland. John and his family moved to Benton County 
near Fowler. (A son Edmund and family returned to Kent- 
land a few years ago). 

William and Anna (Egan) Bower were the parents of 9 
children, but only Jacob and Albert remained in the Kent- 
land vicinity. 

Albert and Helen (Britton) Bower are parents of two boys 
and two girls, but only Richard is a resident of Kentland 
where he is an employee of the Post Office. Richard and 
Mary Bower are parents of Dickie Jo and Betty. 

Jacob married Ruby Neary, deceased, and they are parents 
of 3 sons: Ralph, Raymond, and Robert. The latter resides 
at Brook. Ralph and Cecilia (Rinehart) Bower are parents 
of Stephen. Raymond and Martha (Schuster) Bower are 
parents of Edward,-Charles, Mary Anne, and Mark. Both 
Raymond and Ralph are well-known Kentland businessmen; 
Ralph is a attorney, and Raymond is in the insurance bus- 
iness. 

Joseph Bower and Margaret M. (Egan) Bower were the 
parents of 8 children of whom five remained in the Kent- 
land vicinity. 
Joseph and Myrtle (Harvey) Bower were the parents of 8 
children of whom only one daughter, Bernadetta Bower 
Farrell (Mrs. M. J.) resides with her family on a farm near 
Kentland. Mr. and Mrs. Farrell are the parents of four 
children, 2 boys and two girls: Barbara (Mrs. L. E. Mayhew) 
and her husband who have two children, Cheryl and Mark, 
David Farrell (Marge Senesac Farrell) and Jane Farrell. 
John B. Bower and Katie Clark were the parents of 8 chil- 
dren of whom only one now resides in the Kentland com- 
munity: Florence (Mrs. Ray Puetz). Mr. and Mrs. Puetz are 
the parents of four children: Jim, Tom, Rita Rae, and Mary 
Ann. 

Mary Bower and Andrew J. Zimmer were the parents of 
five children, only one of whom now resides in the Kentland 
community: Norbert Zimmer. Norbert Zimmer married Jean- 
nette Bechtel, and they are the parents of three children: 
‘Kathryn, Tommy, and Carolyn. 

Fred Bower and Rose Neary (deceased) were the parents 
of two children: a son, Paul Bower (Genevieve Bennett) 
the father of four children: Pauline, Paul J., Jr., Rosemary 
and Deborah; and a daughter, Bertha (Mrs. Fred Morgan). 
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan are the parents of two children, Fred 


Jr. and Joan. Both Paul Bower and Mrs. Fred Morgan reside 


on farms in the Kentland vicinity. Mr. Fred Bower has mar- 
ried a second time (Vera Des Rivieres) with no descendants. 
Anastasia Bower and John (Studie) Prue were the parents of 
two children neither of whom reside here presently; John 
Prue (Phyllis Murphy Prue) and two children and Rita (Mrs. 
Thomas Fedewa) who has one son. 


BREES Family - The Brees Family is an old pioneer family 
in this area, and many Kentland residents can trace their 
ancestors through this line. 

The earliest settlers of this family were Moses and Cathe- 
rine (Gibson) Brees, coming to Kentland in 1861, parents 
of 8 children; 2 of whom have descendants living here at 
the present time - Sylvester and Arizona. 

Of the Sylvester Brees family, Ethel (Mrs. Elmer Curran), 
lvah (Mrs. Shoaf), and Velma Brees still live in Kentland of 
the original family of 7 children. Oral Curran (son of Ethel) 
and his wife Velma (Sanders) Curran are Kentland residents 
engaged in the restaurant business. They are parents of 2 
children Carl, (Suzy Pheagley Curran) and Joetta (Mrs. 
Richard L. Murphy). 

Robert Brees and wife (Phyllis Hammel), son of Bernard and 
grandson of Sylvester is a Kentland resident. 

Of the Arizona Brees family, William McKinley (Laura Mal- 
latt) Brees resides on Iroquois Drive in Kentland. He is a 
retired Captain, U.S. Army, and is now serving as Circuit 
Court bailiff. Nellie Ann Glasgow (Mrs. Ed) and her hus- 
band have bought a home in Kentland and Sadie Catherine 
Cole (Mrs. Gray) and her husband are farmers of the com- 
munity. Frank, Moses, Lawrence E., and Walter E. are un- 
married. Charles, Donald, and Clarence are deceased. 


BRIDGEMAN Family - Virginia Bridgeman Bedinger (Mrs. 
D. W.) is a member of the family dating to the early 1800's 
in Kentland residence. 

Levi Bridgeman and his wife were early settlers of German 
descent. Their son George was born here in 1847 becom- 
ing one of the volunteers at the time of the Civil War. He 
attended college and taught school, was a farmer, mail 
carrier, cattle herder, and was elected as County Auditor 
in 1878. 

The son Clarence Otto and Margaret (Smith) Bridgeman 
were parents of Virginia Bridgeman Bedinger, who resides 
with her husband on East Lincoln Street. They have 2 
daughters: Patty and Barbara. Patty Bedinger Hutchinson 
and her husband Robert and daughter are also Kentland 
residents. Barbara Bedinger Perry and her husband John 
reside in Lafayette. 


CRAWN Family - The Crawn family, one of the very early 
settlers, came to this country about 1843. They hold an ori- 
ginal land grant given for service in War of 1812 for the 
farm they purchased which is signed by the president of 
the United States, Pierce. Their old homestead was 4 miles 
northwest of Kentland, the farm now known as the Ray 
Webster farm. 

Several grandchildren and one daughter of the original 
settler still live at Kentland, the daughter, Mrs. Forest Foster. 
Martin Crawn was the original settler (1843). He and his 
wife were the parents of 6 children of whom Daniel J. 
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continued to live in Jefferson township. 

Daniel J. Crawn and Phoebe (Laffoon) were the parents of 
3 children, Tunis Crawn, deceased, Phoebe Crawn Delay 
(Mrs. Freeman) deceased, and Effie Crawn Groscost now 
Mrs. Forest Foster. 

Mrs. Forest Foster is the mother of 2 children, Laura and 
Willard Groscost. Willard Groscost and Ann (Knowlton) 
are the parents of 4 children: Julie, Dan, Mary Jo, and Tom. 
They are Jefferson Township farmers and live 2 miles south- 
east of Kentland. Laura (Mrs. Vance Potts) and her husband 
live in Kentland but have farming interests. They have 2 
daughters and 1 son, Joyce (Mrs. Jack Mullen,) of Valpa- 
raiso, Peggy (Mrs. Lon Rhanor,) and William. 

Children of Phoebe Crawn Delay - deceased - are Richard 
(Dorothy Dearduff) Delay of Brook, Charles (Lois Harris) 
Delay of Brook, and Vernon (Gladys Dearduff) Delay of 
Kentland. Their children are Jo and Rex. 


JOHNSTON Family - Miss Sadie Johnston is the only mem- 
ber of this family still in Kentland. She is the Assistant Li- 
brarian of Kentland-Jefferson Township Carnegie Library, 
has done secretarial work, and is interested in artistic hab- 
bies. She was born and spent her life in Kentland except 
for a brief time when the family moved to Kansas in her 
childhood. Only other members of this family were a broth- 
er and sister who are deceased. 

Her father John Z. Johnston came to Kentland in 1886 as a 
young school teacher from Ohio and married Wealthy Kirk- 
patrick of the Raub area. He fought in the Civil War asa 
member of the Ohio Cavalry. Later (1876-1880) he was 
County Auditor and then town clerk and assessor. 


KENOYER Family - Of this family Mrs. Gerald Beebe and 
her son lives here at the present time. 

Rev. Jacob Kenoyer came to Newton County in 1836 and 
for 30 years was a United Brethren preacher in Indiana 
and Illinois, known as a powerful preacher. In 1845 he 
erected the first saw mill and corn-cracker in the county. 
It was located on Spitler’s Creek and near the brick resi- 
dence of Zachariah Spitler. These several families here 
formed what was known as the Kenoyer settlement, a well- 
known landmark of this country. 

Allen Kenoyer, the son of Jacob, lived his life in the Kent- 
land vicinity and was the father of 4 daughters, all de- 
ceased, and 1 son, Ernest. The daughter of Ernest, Effie 
Kenoyer Denny, was the mother of Selma Denny Beebe 
(Mrs. Gerald) now in business with her husband in Kent- 
land. Their son, Gerald Beebe, Jr. (Margaret Martin), is 
also a Kentland resident. A daughter, Marjorie Beebe Oli- 
ver (Mrs. Lloyd), is a resident of San Antonio, Texas. — 


LITTLEJOHN Family - The Littlejohn family has been known 
in Kentland for much more than a century, one of the first 
to cultivate soil in Jefferson Township and one of the few 
pioneer families to be in residence all those years. Mrs. 
Thaddeus Littlejohn and Mrs. W. D. Littlejohn still live here. 
Thaddeus died a few years ago, but his widow still lives on 
the home place which has been in the same family for more 
than 100 years. 

William Littlejohn and Ruth (Myers) came here soon after 


their marriage in 1847. They had 10 children: David, Solo- 
mon, Harriett, Oliver, Milly Jane, Edward, Thaddeus, Willy, 
Lydia, and Benjamin. Thaddeus died only a few years ago; 
the widow, Mary (Taylor), still lives on their farm near Kent- 
land (above mentioned). Edward, deceased, was the father 
of 3 children: Guy, Elmer, Florence (Troup). Guy has a re- 
sidence near Kentland now. David married LaVinia Wyatt, 
and they were the parents of 2 boys and 2 girls. 

Their son, William D., married Marie E: Swanson, who was 
also a member of pioneer stock. Her mother being a mem- 
ber of the Martin-Kentland pioneers - and her father (Gust 
Swanson) was an immigrant from Sweden. He came to Kent- 
land early enough to help Alexander J. Kent move into his 
new home which was the showplace of Kentland. William 
D. and Marie lived on the Swanson farm 3 miles north of 
Kentland, now known as the W. D. Littlejohn farm. They 
had 2 children, Helen and Vera. ; 

Helen married Clarence Kohls; they reside in Kentland. They 
have 1 son, Dr. Richard Kohls, a member of Purdue Uni- 
versity faculty. He and his wife Ruth (Shuster) have 2 chil- 
dren, Mike and Kathy. 

Vera married Martin Tuberty of Kentland. They have 3 
children: Mary Elizabeth Fowler (Mrs. Wm.) mother of 5 
children, Lafayette; Charles and Betty (Morton) Tuberty, 1] 
son, of Kentland; Theresa Ann Logan (Mrs. Geo.), 2 chil- 
dren, of Francesville. 


McCRAY Family - Mrs. W. K. McCray and Mr. George Mc- 
Cray are the only members of the two different branches 
of the McCray family still residing in Kentland. 

Elmer and Greenberry McCray, brothers, came to Newton 
County together in 1861. They invested in farm land at $5 
to $15 per acre, northeast of Brook, although relatives tried 
to discourage them by saying the country would never a- 
mount to anything because it was too swampy to be drain- 
ed, and there was no gravel for roads. They moved to Kent- 
land in 1870 and became interested in coal, implement and 
livery business. Before long (1874), Mr. McCray entered the 
banking business in which he continued until his death in 
191.3; 

The 2 families have remained in Kentland. Wm. K. McCray, 
son of Elmer, organized the Kentland Telephone Company. 
He and his wife, Virginia (Smith), were parents of 4 chil- 
dren: Elmore, an attorney in Valparaiso, Margaret Hod- 
shire (Mrs. Glen) of Valparaiso; Elizabeth Sorrells (Mrs. 
Valede) of Gary; and Virginia of California. The lot on 


“which the Kentland Public Library stands was given by this 


family. 

Greenberry McCray was the father of 3 children: Fannie 
Comparet (Mrs. Frank), Warren T., and Annie. 

Warren T. McCray married Ella Ade, daughter of the pio- 
neer John Ade, and sister of the famous playwright, George 
Ade. 

He was for a time in the grocery business, then in grain 
elevator business, owning several grain elevators, helped 
organize and served as president of Nat'l Grain Dealers 
Ass'n. He was interested in farming and developed the Or- 
chard Lake Stock Farm which became noted as a Hereford 
cattle farm. Annual auction sales attracted large crowds of 
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buyers from all across the U.S. In 1919 sixty head of cattle 
passed through the auction ring at an average price of 
$2,376. Twenty bulls sold for an average of $7,497. Mr. 
McCray was president of American Hereford Ass'n. The 
herd bull of Orchard Lake Stock Farm was Perfection Fair- 
fax and won the name of “King of Hereford Sires’. Mr. 
McCray was a trustee of Purdue University, of Longcliff 
State Hospital at Logansport, served on many advisory 
groups of the government, and became governor of the 
state of Indiana. 

Mr. and Mrs. McCray were the parents of 3 children: Lu- 
cille (Mrs. Wm. P. Evans) of Indianapolis; Marian who died 
in 1958; and George, who lives in the family home on 
Third Street. F 
Mr. McCray died suddenly at his farm home in 1938; Mrs. 
McCray in 1947. ; 


McKEE Family - Mrs. Fred McKee and 2 sons are the mem- 
bers of this family still residing in Kentland. 

John A. McKee came in 1865 from Pennsylvania to settle 
in Newton County. He was the father of 3 sons and 1 
daughter: Fred, Robert, Charles, and Madge. Fred was the 
only one residing in the Kentland community. 

Fred and Robina (Theobo!d) McKee lived for many years 
on their farm 2 miles east of Kentland and built a lovely 
home there. They have 2 sons: Ross and Harold. 

Harold and Maxine (Harper) reside in Kentland and are 
parents of a son and daughter, Fred and Janna. 

Ross and Phyllis (Ray) McKee live on the home farm. Ross 
has the original land grant issued in 1865 for the farm when 
it was deeded to his grandfather. They are the parents of 3 
children: Linda, Robert, and Kim. 

Robina, Mrs. Fred McKee resides at 106 East Ray Street. 


MALLATT Family - William Mallatt and wife Susann (Her- 
rit) came to Jasper County early in the 1800's and finally 
settled near the site of the old Indian Village, later known 
as Blue Grass Settlement. He resided there for a time then 
came to Washington township in Newton County. He lived 
on the farm which in later years was known as the Jessee 
Mallatt farm, now owned by Jesse's daughter, Etta Mallatt 
Taylor. 

Jessee Mallatt, son of William, lived in Washington town- 
ship where he owned a farm west of Mt. Zion Church 
above mentioned. He was one of 9 children, but residents 
in the area now include only his children and those descend- 
ants of his sister, Lizzie Mallatt Lewis (Mrs. Chas. E.). Mer- 
rill is the only Kentland resident. 

Jessee was the father of 3 children: Walter of Sheldon, Il- 
linois; Etta Mallatt Taylor (Mrs. Amel) mother of 3 children; 
but only Geneva Taylor Holley (Mrs. Marlowe) is a Kent- 
land resident; Charles B. (Gertrude Whiteman) father of 2 
daughers: Lora and Marie. 

Lora Mallatt Brees (Mrs. McKinley) and her husband live 
on Iroquois Drive. Marie Mallatt Spencer is the mother of 
2 children: Diane Marie and John Robert of Terre Haute. 


MARTIN Family - James Martin came originally from east- 
ern U. S. and to Newton County in 1852. He was the father 
of 21 children, 3 different wives. - 


Of these children, Charles T. Martin was the father of 2 
children who have Kentland interests; Miss Rachel owns a 
home on Iroquois Drive but is a resident of Belonger Nurs- 
ing Home in Earl Park, and Charles, owner of « Kentland 
business. His daughter, Elizabeth Martin Correll, is a teach- 
er in Kentland High School; but both Mr. Martin and his 
daughter Elizabeth reside at Wolcott. 

Another of James Martin's children is Katherine Martin Col- 
lins (Mrs. Wm.), who resides 4 miles northwest of Kentland. 
Her son, Russell (Audrey Handley), reside on the same farm, 
known as the Collins Farm. They have 2 children: Betty Col- 
lins Studer of Rensselaer and Russell, Jr. 

Another of James’ children - Eliza Martin Goff (Mrs. Joe) 
deceased, mother of Harvey Goff, who resides 4 miles 
northwest of Kentland. 

Gilbert was another of James’ children and was the father 
of both Lawrence and Katherine, who reside at Ade and 
Kentland respectively. 

Frank, deceased, another of James’ children, was the father 
of Elsie Martin McClatchey (Mrs. Logan), who lives on E. 
Iroquois Drive. She is the mother of 2 sons: Medford and 
Monford. 

Lear, deceased, another son was the father of Mrs. James 
Corbin of Earl Park. Her children living in Kentland are 
Elsie Corbin (Mrs. Everett), William Corbin, and Vera Cor- 
bin Hamman (Mrs. Dale). 


MEANS Family - Miss Anna Means and Mrs. Roy Ross (Jea- 
nette Means Ross), Mrs. Merl Ford (Jean Ross Ford) are the 
members of an old pioneer family presently residing in 
Kentland. 

The Means family is one of the oldest families in point of 
years of continuous residence. Samuel Means came from 
Pennsylvania in 1856, purchased land, and soon returned 
with his bride for residence in this pioneer country. He 
bought and farmed virgin land 24} miles east of Kentland 
where he made his home until his death. By 1875 he was 
able to erect the residence which still stands and is at pre- 
sent the home of Mr. and Mrs. Merl Ford and Family; Jeanne 
Ross Ford, the granddaughter (Mrs. Merl), and their chil- 
dren: Fred, Phyllis, and Judy. 

The pioneer Samuel Means and his family of 8 children 
were well-known members of the Kentland community. Of 
this family there are the 2 who continue in residence: Miss 
Anna of Iroquois Drive who for many years was a teacher 
of music in Hawaiian Islands and in Zanesville, Wisconsin; 
and Mrs. Roy Ross (Jeanette), who resides on Graham Street. 
Her 2 children are Charles of Philadelphia and Jeanne 
(Mrs. Merl Ford) of Kentland - mentioned above. She has 5 
grandchildren. 


MONTGOMERY Family - Addie Montgomery Padgett and 
Guy Montgomery are descendants of William P. Montgom- 
ery. He came to this area in 1863 and purchased !and 23 
miles north of Kentland, now on County Farm Black top road. 
His son was Alva O. Montgomery (Mary Kenoyer Mont- 
gomery), who resided on the same farm. The children were 
Addie Montgomery Padgett (Mrs. Ross) and Guy. 

Children of Addie Montgomery Padgett were: Genevera 
Carlson (Mrs. Sherwood), and Esta Marie Herriman (Mrs. 
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Don), both of Kentland; and Robert of Gary. Mrs. Padgett 
lives 4§ miles northwest of Kentland across from the County 
Farm and the Fairgrounds. 

Guy Montgomery is the father of 2 sons, John and Charles, 
both in the nearby area. Charles lives on the farm original- 
ly purchased by his great grandfather in 1863. 


MOORE Family - Ella Oma Moore, later Mrs. Frank Herath, 
now Mrs. Phillip Gagnon, who lives on East Allen Street, is 
one of the oldest living residents. She lives in what was her 
childhood home which is one of the original buildings of 
Kentland - 1 block west of the Catholic church - lots 8, 9, 
Oa ae 

The original owner of this house was David McHolland, 
then it was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. John Evans in 1865, 
grandparents of Mrs. Gagnon. Later it became the home 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Clark Moore, when they 
moved from their farm home in Jefferson township in 1882. 
This house was used by city and county officials, and at 
one time court was held in it, due to the scarcity of build- 
ings in the new town. 

Mrs. Gagnon its the only living child of the Thomas Moores 
brothers and sisters dying before the age of 4 years. She 
lived here as a girl; then after her mother’s death in 1907, 
she kept house for her father until her marriage to Frank 
Herath in 1912. She returned to the home in Kentland after 
her husband's death in 1936. She is the mother of 4 girls 
and 2 boys all living in Indiana and Illinois but none in 
Kentland. She is a member of the M. E. Church, being taken 
into membership during the pastorate of Rev. Mathews 
father of one of the well-known 20th century Kentland doc- 
tor, Dr. W. C. Mathews. 


MULLIGAN Family - Ones of this family in residence here 
now are the Charles P. Mulligan family, George Mulligan, 
and Mrs. Patrick Quinn. 

Thomas Mulligan was born in Ireland in 1844. 

When he came to the U. S., he came first to New York 
where he stayed and worked for a time, then came to La- 
fayette in 1862. He worked for a meat company there and 
drove a wagon between Lafayette and Kentland selling 
meat. He liked Kentland and came here for residence in 1864. 
His first job here was on a farm. Sometime, later, he mar- 
ried Katherine Silvers from Massachusetts. They became 
prominent farmers and landowners here. 


Their children were Julia (Mrs. Patrick Quinn), Thomas B. 
(Anna Blackerby), James, Peter (Florence Ford), John, and 
Christopher. 

The only children from these families were the 2 sons of 
Peter and Florence Mulligan: Charles and George. Charles 
is married (Elberta Barton) and has 4 children: Charles, 
Michael, Patrick, and Karen. They reside on their farm 14 
miles northwest of Kentland. George resides in Kentland. 
Julia Mulligan Quinn (Mrs. Patrick) at present lives in the 
Mulligan family home southeast of Kentland. 


PRESHER Family - Mrs. Mae Walker Presher and her daugh- 
ter are representatives of this family in Kentland at the pre- 
sent time. 

Edgar L. Presher settled in Kentland in 1867 coming here 


from Illinois. He was known as an expert electrician and 
spent 5 years in the operation of a light plant in Kentland 
before he established himself as a farmer which was his 
chosen profession. 

He had 2 children: Joseph and Blye, both deceased. 
Living in Kentland at present are the widow of Blye - Mae 
Walker Presher, and her daughter, Mrs. Martha Presher 
Statler and her husband and 3 children: Dion Lee, Sue Ellen, 
Amy Louise. 


ROSS Family - William Ross was early in Kentland and 
erected the first building in Kentland in 1860. This was the 
first store and also housed the post office and stood where 
the Newton County jail now stands, then called Railroad 
Street. The name of William Ross occurs prominently in all 
recorded events, often as a speaker at meetings. He was 
an uncle of Chas. E. Ross, who came from Aurora, Illinais, 
to establish residence before the Civil War. He enlisted and 
went to war from Kentland after taking his family back to 
her people in Aurora to await his return. The family re- 
turned in 1865 and remained. 

Three brothers of Chas. E. Ross came to Kentland at differ- 
ent times: Frank, Arthur, and Levi. They were in business 
and prominent in civic affairs, but none of their families 
survive. 

Chas E. Ross worked for Mr. A. J. Kent in cattle buying. 
Later he operated a butcher shop, then moved to his farm 
which he operated for several years. This farm is the one 
where Robert Morgan now lives, 14 miles southwest of Kent- 
land. Three children were of this family: Ed, Effie, (Mrs. 
Arthur Smart), and the late Roy Rass. 


SMART Family - Mrs. Arthur Smart (Effie Ross Smart), wi- 
dow of Arthur, is the only member of the family remaining 
in Kentland. She is a member of pioneer families both by 
marriage and in her own right by being a member of the 
early Ross family. 

John Smart was the pioneer father coming from Ohio, liv- 
ing briefly in Kosciusko County, Indiana, before coming to 
Newton County in 1852. 

His son, Isaac, was a Civil War veteran and was elected 
County Treasurer in 1884. He was connected with the bank 
and afterwards established himself in the !umber business 
which was later successfully handled by his son, Arthur, 
for many years. 

Arthur and Effie Ross Smart were well known and highly 
respected citizens and parents of 2 daughters: Dorothy 
Smart Hullinger (Mrs. Rex), of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 
Edith Smart Hassett (Mrs. James), deceased. Two grand- 
sons, James Hassett and Patrick Hassett, reside elsewhere. 


SPITLER Family - Zachariah Spitler came from Virginia and 
settled in Newton County in 1838. He built a large brick 
residence northwest of Kentland in Washington Township 
and raised his family there. For 2 years he was deputy 
sheriff of Newton, Jasper, Benton Counties. He was ap- 
pointed a member of a committee of 3 in 1857 to lay out 
and establish the boundaries of the new Newton County. 
He was the first Circuit Court Clerk of Newton County, 
1860-1864, 
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Two sons of Zachariah Spitler, George and Wesley, have 
descendants who are still in the Kentland area. 

Daughter of Wesley is Mrs. Albert Collen, now living on 
East Dunlap Street. She has 2 children: Dorotha, and Ralph 
(Mary Roberts), who live in the family home across from 
the Mt. Zion Church. 

George Spitler spent his life in Kentland, and a son, Frank, 
still is a resident, Frank and Carrie (Unger) Spitler. They 
have a daughter, Violet Spitler Barten (Mrs. Maurice), liv- 
ing at Brook and 3 grandchildren. = 


STATON Family - Jeptha Staton and his children’s families 


living in and near Kentland, represent a family settling here 
in 1851. 

Joseph Staton, father of doping. was the pioneer who came 
here from Boone County, Indiana. At the time he settled, it 
was necessary to ride 75 miles from one house to the next. 
The son, Jeptha Staton (Eva Stockstedger Staton), is the only 
one of 8 children to remain in Kentland. A farmer for many 
years, he now resides on East Dunlap. Since his retirement, 
his son, Lloyd, and Irene (James) Staton live on the family 
farm and operate it. Their son, James, (Rebecca Franklin 
Staton), resides in Kentland, and the younger son, John, is 
interested in the livestock operation of the farm. 

Virginia Mae Staton Kent resides at Frankfort. 

Janice Staton Ross (Mrs. Wm.) lives 1 mile south of Kent- 
land. They are the parents of 5 daughters and 1 son de- 
ceased. 


WASHBURN Family - The members of this family still in 
residence here are Howard Washburn, his sons, his sister, 
and a cousin, Lydia Washburn. 

The early Washburn family represents the linking of 2 early 
families of Newton County in the marriage of Angus D. 
Washburn, son of Perry, a pioneer who settled in 1864, 
and Myrtle Caldwell, daughter of another pioneer, Dr. S. 
N. Caldwell of Mt. Ayr. 

Perry Washburn came with his family in 1864 from Ohio 
and settled in Jefferson township by accident. He left Ohio, 
stopping briefly in northern Indiana, to migrate to the 
prairies with Illinois in mind, but when his team became 
mired in the prairie mud, he decided to remain in the Kent- 
land area. The Perry Washburn family was made up of 
the following children--all deceased except Garland of El- 
sa, Texas--Clayton, Angus Dudly, Benton S., Stella Geary, 
James, Garland, Grace Cox. 

Many were the stories told by Angus Dudley, who was a 
boy of 6 when the family arrived here. He helped with the 
cattle and told of the prairie grass waving as far as the 
eye could see, how they could ride all the way to Good- 
land, the grass just touching the saddle stirrups. They stopped 
to water cattle where the Strole bridge now is, the water 
running as clear as crystal. They skated on frozen marshes 
in winter, great tracts of land now under cultivation. An- 
gus worked for the Kent family as a boy and later asa 
young man. Afterwards he was in the elevator business, a 
farmer, and interested in the bank. 

Miss Lydia Washburn of Graham Street is a daughter of 
Benton, : 


Other descendants here are the children and grandchildren 


of Angus D. Washburn and Myrtle (Caldwell) Washburn: 
Helen Washburn Knollin (Mrs. L. C.), Howard Caldwell 
Washburn and wife Ursel (McCoy) Washburn. Their 2 sons 
are Angus David Washburn and Earline (Merryweather) 
and sons Alan Douglas and Andrew David; Samuel Ho- 
ward Washburn and Barbara (Brunner) and their son Jef. 
fry Scott. All have agricultural interests. 


WHITE Family - The White family has a number of de- 
scendants living around Kentland. 

The family headed by George White (Jane Myers White}, 
came from Ohio in 1856. George White pre-empted land 
on soldiers claims and located in Jefferson Township 
Charles White was the oldest among 6 children, and only 
he continued to reside in this area. He was the father of 3 
sons and 1 daughter: John, Edgar (Curry), Harry, and Flos 
sie. Of these, only John is here now. 

John D. White resides on East Dunlap Street and is the 
father of 3 sons and 1 daughter: Kenneth - daughter Janet; 
John - daughter, Nancy, living near Kentland; Darrold and 
Bonita White Whaley (Mrs. Harold) living at Brook. 
Edgar is deceased, but his 2 children, Robert and family 
and Miss Dorothy White, reside at Kentland. Dorothy ts 
Newton County Health Nurse. 


WHITEAKKER Family - Mary Whiteakker Hiestand is the 
member of this family still living in Kentland. 

John was the pioneer coming to this county in 1847. He pur- 
chased !and 44 miles northwest of Kentland at $5 per acre. 
It is said that he sold the first lot corn that Mr. A. J. Kent 
ever bought in this county. 

The only surviving child of John was James. He was the 
father of 3 children: John, James, (both deceased) and Mary 
Whiteakker Hiestand (Mrs. Howard Hiestand). 


WILDASIN Family - There are many descendants of this 
family in Kentland at the present day. 

Emmanuel Wildasin came from Pennsylvania to settle near 
Kentland in 1870. He bought land northwest of the town 
and erected a home there. The original home is still stand- 
ing and in use, a small 2-story house which stands back of 
the present dwelling and is used as a workshop. In 1900 
the present spacious home was built and is now occupied 
by Calvin Kindig, a great-grandson, and his family. This 
farm has continuously been in the Wildasin family ever 
since Emmanuel settled there 90 years ago. 

Emmanuel Wildasin was the father of 6 children: Sarah 
Wildasin Carbaugh (Mrs. David), Lydia Wildason Ortner 
(Mrs. Paul), John Wildasin, Kate Wildasin Kindig (Mrs. 
Sam), and Joshua Wildasin. 

Sarah had 5 children; some live at Brook and nearby towns, 
but none remained in Kentland. 

Lydia (Mrs. Paul Ortner) was the mother of 10 children; 3 
are Kentland residents now: Lucille--Mrs. Kenneth Jones, | 
daughter, established in the motel and hotel business; Irvin 
(Catherine O'Donnell); and Mary ee Howard Harring- 
ton.) 

John Wildason had 3 children: Miss Fern Wildasin of Gra- 
ham Street; Jay, deceased; and Hazel (Mrs. Guy Montgom- 
ery), whose children John and Charles, are included in the 
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Montgomery family. 

Kate Wildasin Kindig (Mrs. Sam) was the motherof 7 chil- 
dren; most of them near Kentland: Earl, Curtis, John, Gladys 
(Mrs. John Krull), Glen, Helen (Mrs. Paul Linn), and George. 
Earl was the father of 4 children; 2 of them, Esther and 
Dorotha Kindig, reside in Kentland and are employed here. 
Curtis (Reba Whaley Kindig) was father of 5 children: Mar- 
garet, Evelyn (Mrs. Jess McMullen); Shirley (Mrs. Marlin 
Johnson); Virginia (Mrs. James Simons); and Calvin who 
lives on the original farm. John's widow (Dorothy Cole) is a 
Kentland resident. Gladys (Mrs. John Krull) and her husband 
are retired from the restaurant business and have a lovely 
home on Ray Street. Glen, deceased. George (Mrs. Mar- 
garet Messman Kindig) lives in Florida. Helen (Mrs. Paul 
Linn), son Pau! {Susan Lamb) live on Sixth Street in their 
lovely new home. ; 


Joshua Wildasin, father of 4 children: Lillie (Mrs. Henry 


Duttenhaver of Graham Street), Charles, deceased, Edith, 
deceased, and Pearl (Mrs. Paul East). Of the Duttenhaver 
family, Marie (Mrs. Fred Logan) and their 2 children reside 
in Kentland. Mrs. Pau! East and husband are farmers east 
of Kentland. They have 3 children. The 2 sons, Robert and 
Norman are Goodland residents and Marjorie lives in Il- 
linois. 


WILLIAMS Family - Addison Williams was an early farmer 
in Jefferson township coming here from Central eastern In- 
diana. He raised a family of 6 children here,. but only 


Thomas stayed on in Kentland. Thomas was the father of 


Nettie (Mrs. John Burton) and George Williams, both of 
Kentland. Mrs. John Burton is mother of Harold (Nellie 
Buckley), a Jefferson township farmer, residing 24miles west 
of Kentland. George Williams (wife Hazel) was for many 


years a policeman tn Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and, since his” 


retirement, resides 24 miles northwest of Kentland. 


THE NEWTON COUNTY COURT HOUSE AND COURT SYSTEM 


by Judge Newell A. and Jeannette Comely Lamb 


The westward progress of civilization in the United States 
is well known to every student of history, as well known as 
the colorful story of the founding of Vincennes and the for- 
mation of the Northwest Territory. The location of the var- 
ious county seats and the establishment of court houses in 
Indiana is a long and interesting story in itself; the most 
interesting part of which, to local residents, concerns the 
county seat of Newton County and the contention among 
the inhabitants of the county for its most favorable loca- 
tion. 

Inasmuch as the purpose of establishing a court house is to 
furnish a building in which to house the court and the of- 
fices that must be adjacent to the court for convenience, 
the history of the location of each court house is wrapped 
up in the history of the Indiana court system. 


Newton County, being the youngest or most recently formed 
county in the state, was a long time a-borning and indeed 
was described as being literally lost for 20 years. From the 
time in 1835 when the state legislature divided the northern 
part of Indiana into 14 different tracts, one of which was 
named “Newton” including parts of what are now Lake, 
Porter, Jasper and Newton Counties--to 1839, it included 
all of what is now Newton County, and it wasn't until 1859 
when Newton County was formed as the 92nd and last 
county, that this area had a separate identity. At that time 
the name ‘Beaver’ was proposed for the new county, but 
it was finally determined that, inasmuch as Jasper and the 


new county were side by side, the name “Newton’’ as the 
companion of ‘Jasper’ would be more appropriate, both 
Jasper and Newton having served under General Francis 
Marion, the renowned Swamp Fox of the Carolinas. 


Before the white men came, there was undoubtedly a sy- 
stem of Indian justice prevailing in the Newton-Jasper area; 
it is evident to historians that when the Northwest Territory 
was formed, the Commandant of the military post at Vin- 
cennes was empowered to administer civil and criminal jus- 
tice in what is now Newton County; but there are no re- 
cords of the actions taken by the Commandant with his ju- 
dicial power excepting that grants of land were made long 
before any white men came to the area. The Sieur de Vin- 
cenne and Louis St. Ange governed the military post under 
the French until 1764 when it was surrendered to the Bri- 
tish. The British ruled the territory from Fort Chartres with 
Capt. Sterling and Lieut. Col. Reed in command. Then Gen. 
George Rogers Clark captured Vincennes for the colonies 
and was for a time in authority; but in 1778 the territory 
was placed under Col. John Todd as County Lieutenant, and 
Kaskaskia was the seat of government. In 1788 Gen. Arthur 
St. Clair was elected Governor of the Northwest Territory, 
and then, when the seat of Indiana government was fixed 
by the Americans at Vincennes, William Henry Harrison 
was appointed Governor. 

About the year 1787 an attempt was made to establish a 
Code of Law and organize the Judges of the Northwest Ter- 
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The Newton County Court House built in 1905. 


ritory in a meeting at Marietta in what is now Ohio. Later 
in 1795 the Governor of the territory.and the Judges met 
at Cincinnati and tried to establish a Code of Justice, but 
there was some doubt as to the validity of these proceed- 
ings until the year 1799 when the Territorial Legislature en- 
acted certain laws which enabled the first Judges and the 
Governor, Harrison, to make another more lawful attempt 
to establish law and order in the territory. Governor Har- 
rison then met with William Clark, Henry Vandenberg, and 
John Griffin, who had been appointed the first Judges of 
Indiana Territory at Vincennes, and attempted to pass a 
Code of Laws which, among other things, established courts 
of general jurisdiction, the first session of which opened at 
Vincennes on March 3, 1801. A very good account of this 
may be read in the Standard History of Jasper and New- 
ton Counties. 


The Constitution of the State of Indiana now describes the - 


\Wdiciary of Indiana as follows: The judicial power of the 
state shall be vested in a Supreme Court, and Circuit Courts, 
ond such other courts as the General Assembly may esta- 
blish. Prior to 1851 there was a legal hodge-podge of 
Courts having different forms of jurisdiction, some Federal, 
some Territorial, and some purely local. And it was during 
this time that the first session of court was held in the year 


1839 in this vicinity. 

Newton County at that time was a part of Jasper County. 
For the convenience of all concerned, the residence of the 
County Clerk, George W. Spitler, in the Brook settlement, 
was selected as the place where the first session of the Cir- 
cuit Court would be held with Isaac Naylor as Judge. The 
exact location of the George W. Spitler residence, a two- 
room cabin, was three and a half miles south of Brook on 
land now owned by Jacob Bower. 

The cases which appeared on the docket were Hepsey 
Montgomery, administrator, vs. Ed Boon, administrator--a 
civil action; The State vs. I. T. Timmons, which seemed to be 
more of a joke than a lawsuit; a criminal case of assault 
and battery against Jonathan Hunt; and a divorce petition 
by Louise Barr against Andrew Barr. 

A session of the Probate Court with a different Judge was 
held in the same Spitler house in 1839; however after 1839 
the courts were convened at Rensselaer, now the County 
Seat of Jasper County, where the seat of justice for the en- 
tire county remained until Newton County was created out 
of Jasper County. 

In 1857 a bill was passed by the Legislature proposing to 
erect a new county out of the northern part of Jasper 
County; that received very little favor in the eyes of the 
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The site of the first session of the Circuit Court in 1839. 


citizens. The citizens of the western portion of Jasper County 
petitioned the county commissioners to set off the western 
part of Jasper County as a new county, which petition was 
presented on December 7, 1857. The petition for the for- 
mation of the new county was adopted; a legal battle en- 
sued; and the new county was ordered formed and became 
formally organized in 1860. 


Three commissioners were appointed by Governor Ashbel 
P. Willard for the purpose of selecting the county seat of 
the new county; namely, Livingston Dunlap of Marion 
County, Joseph Allen of Montgomery County and John B. 
Winstandley of Floyd County (A Samuel Owen was sub- 
stituted for Winstandley on this commission) who made 
their report to the Governor on March 15, 1860, that the 
county seat of Newton County should be in the Town of 
Kent. 
On April 21, 1860, the county officers met and formally 
organized. Then the fun started. No less than nine separate 
attempts were made to change the location of the county 
seat and the court house during the next 40 years, anda 
great deal of strife, unpleasantness, and even bitterness en- 
_sued. 
However, the Town of Kentland was laid out by Alexander 
J. Kent in April, 1860, and a very modest court house, cost- 
ing approximately $1000, was erected on a large square 
containing 30 lots in Kent. The building is described as a 
plain frame structure on the east side of the present court 
house square, with the court room and two jury rooms a- 
bove and four offices below. The lower rooms housed the 
Clerk and: Auditor on the south side of the building and the 
Treasurer and Recorder on the north side of the building. 
Because of the low ground between the court house and 
‘Third Street on which the business houses were located, 
there was a sidewalk four feet above the ground on tres- 
tles, leading to the court house. 


While the first court house in Kent was being constructed, 
the county officials were privileged to meet in a house at 
what is now 307 East Allen Street, built by David McHol- 


land, sold to Thomas Moore, and now owned by his daugh- 


ter, Ella Moore Gagnon. Other buildings must have been 
used temporarily, for the first orders of the Newton Circuit 
Court after the separations of the counties are as follows: 
“Ordered by the Court that P. D. Gallagher be allowed 
ten dollars for the rent of room to hold court in.” “ Order- 
ed by the court that H. Remington be allowed fifty-six cents 
for two candlesticks and one pound of candles.” This order 
wes made by the Honorable Charles H. Test, who, at that 
time, was Judge of the:12th Judicial Circuit composed of 
the counties of Benton, Jasper, Tippecanoe and White. The 
historical records-also show that through the courtesy of 
the owner of an unfinished store building the county offi- 
cers were permitted the use of one room, housing all of 
the country offices. At that there was only one store; one 
dwelling house erected by David McHolland. 

The first case filed in the Newton Circuit Court was a fore- 
closure entitled Mamo Spitler vs. James Bush, Louissa Bush 
and George W. Spitler. This case was filed Tuesday, Octo- 
ber 28, 1860. The same day R. H. Milroy was admitted as 
an attorney of the bar. The second case was a replevin ap- 
peal entitled Thomas Jones, agent for Ruth Hopkins, vs. 
James Harrington. This cause was submitted to the ‘Jury 
of twelve lawful discrete householders of the County of 
Newton," and they found the cattle replevined to be worth 
$44. The next day Peter Murphy, a native of Ireland, was 
naturalized as a citizen of the United States. The same day, 
August 29, 1860, the first Grand Jury brought in 7 bills of 
indictment, one of them being for murder entitled: ‘The 
State of Indiana vs. Samuel Brandon’. The latter cause at- 
tracted a great deal of attention and is written up in every 
history of the county. 

The first jail in Kentland was a frame one-story building 
about twenty-four feet square and was located in the eight- 
ies on the west side of the present court house square ata 
point approximately one hundred feet north of the present 
band stand where all could see the prisoners; and, indeed, 
an excellent view was obtained from the lobby of the hotel. 
The local bad boys of the era were incarcerated there to 
sober up on Saturday nights from the imbibing in the ten 
local saloons. 
The court house arrangement, according to an excellent ac- 
count by John Ade, continued until 1867 ‘when a small 
building located north of the court house was erected con- 
taining two rooms. When first built, it was the intention to 
use these rooms as jury rooms, but objections were raised 
on account of its being on the ground floor.’ So the Clerk 
appropriated the west room, and the Recorder appropriated 
the east room of the small building, after which the Audi- 
tor's office was enlarged taking in all the south side of the 
old court house on the first floor. The Sheriff then took the 
vacant office on the north side of the building. 

All of this time the ruckus over the location of the county 
seat and the court house was being pursued by the various 
interested persons in all of the other towns in the county, 
and it is said that each town has a square which was ori- 
ginally set aside for the reception of the new court house; 
in fact, another building was erected but never used in 
what was called then, ‘Beaver City’, a town that was to 
be organized as the county seat town. 
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Contention over the location of the court house culminated 
ina celebrated lawsuit which for all practical purposes 
ended the strife. Some of the persons interested in the re- 
location of the court house and county seat had succeeded 
in getting a special Act through the Legislature, entitled: 
“An Act concerning the relocation of the county seat of 
Newton County, providing for the erection of a court house 
in case a relocation of the county seat be not ordered, pro- 
viding also, that if an election be not held within two years 
from the taking effect of this act, a court house be erected, 
prescribing the duties of the Board of Commissioners and of 
the Auditor and providing a remedy for the enforcement 
of such duties.” 236 Meascist etry 
This resulted in a battle that infiltrated all the known branches 
of government, the Legislature, Executive and Judicial, and 
resulted in a decision of the Supreme Court of Indiana, 
which was filed January 8, 1904, entitled, ‘Board of Com- 
missioners of Newton County v. State, ex rel. Bringham 
(161 Ind. 616), which gives a most interesting account of 
the controversy, and in passing on the constitutionality of 
the law in question, the Supreme Court had this to say: 
“The legislature had before it the disturbed condition of the 
county; the forty years of unrest and distraction over the 
removal question; and it would seem clear that the great 
desideratum was the termination of the strife, and the paci- 
fication of the county. To accomplish this, legislation coer- 
cive, decisive, and inclusive was necessary 

“Going in some particulars, somewhat beyond the limit of 
judicial knowledge ... we find ... that Newton County is 
thirty miles north and south, and thirteen miles east and 
west. Kentland, the present county seat, is located two miles 
north of the southern boundary, and three miles east of the 
western boundary, and has no railroad facilities except such 
as are afforded by a single road running practically east 
and west. The original court house, built in 1860, and which 
is still in use, and contains all the court and public records 
of the county, is a plain, cheap, wooden structure, so ad- 
vanced in decay and dilapidation that the entire edifice is 
said to shake when the court bell is rung over it. In the last 
twenty years the board of commissioners has éntered an or- 
der for the construction of a new and adequate court house 
at Kentland and has ordered and held three elections--two 
unsuccessful and one successful for the removal of the 
county seat to another place, but all plans and efforts have 
been frustrated by disagreements and contentions, and to 
this date nothing has approached a permanent location 
and permanent public buildings, nearer than an order-book 
entry. This unfortunate situation appeals for an earnest ef- 
fort to find some sufficient ground upon which the act of 
1899 may be sustained. But in indulging a desire to serve 
the inhabitants of Newton County, we must not let our zeal 
lead us from the plain duty of giving effect to the Consti- 
tution. The people of Newton County, as much as of any 
other part of the State, were parties to the solemn compact 
that the provisions of the Constitution should be held to be 
the paramount law of the State; and, among other things, 
that the rights, duties, and powers of the legislative branch 
of the state government, as defined and determined by that 
instrument, should be thereby conclusively fixed. Therefore, 


Kentland’s first Court House, Built 1861. 


as interpreters of the Constitution, we have no right or 
power to yield to sentiment or expediency, and bestow up- 
on it a meaning not intended by the framers. If, when the 
Constitution was adopted, the building of a county court 
house, with county means, upon county grounds, for county 
purposes, was generally considered and treated over the 
state as county business, and was intended by the conven- 
tion to be embraced within the classification of county busi- 
ness, as contained in Sec. 22, article 4, then it must be held 
that the legislature had no power to pass a local or special 
law regulating the same ....” 

“... It is perfectly plain that two principal objects go hand 
in hand throughout the entire act, and appear in almost 
every section, namely, the final settlement of the location 
controversy and the construction of good, substantial pub- 


The present judge, Newell A. Lamb 
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lic buildings as a means of assuring permanency. It will be 
observed on the one hand that to encourage and influence 
votes for removal the petitioners shall relieve the other tax- 
payers of the county from the cost of new grounds, plans 
and specifications for the new buildings, and the successful 
township is to contribute to the county treasury, over and 
above its share of the general tax, a sum equal to the ap- 
praised value of the county's property at Kentland; that ts 
to say, if the other voting taxpayers of the county will join 
the petitioners in voting a relocation, the petitioners will 
assume as their own, not only all the cost of establishing 
the county seat at the new place over what new buildings 
would cost at the old seat, but will buy for cash all the 
county's property at Kentland, and authorize the commis- 
sioners thereafter to present such property to the latter 
town, as compensation for its loss. On the other hand, to 
induce the petitioners to assume extra burdens, they are 
to have the exclusive right to determine for the county the 
kind and class of court house that shall be constructed, not 
to exceed in cost eight-tenths of one per cent of the taxable 
property of the county, and the board of commissioners are 
required to construct such new buildings in accordance with 
said plans. Remove from the act all these conditions and 
mutual considerations for favorable votes on one side and 
for the assumption of increased burdens on the other, and 
we perceive not a single thing left in the act that is not 
supplied by the general law for the relocation of county 
seats. ... It does not, therefore, seem probable, because 
there is no reason for it, that the legislature would have 
passed a relocation statute without special provisions re- 
gulating the mode of acquiring new grounds, disposing of 
the old, and promoting the construction of new public 
buildings. The entire act must, therefore, be held unconsti- 
tutional.” 

After the Supreme Court determined that the court house 
was to be permanently located in the Town of Kentland, 


. 


the county commissioners on April 3, 1905, determined to 
build a new court house, and made a contract with Eric 
Lund of Hammond, Indiana, with Joseph T. Hutton as archi- 
tect to build a court house where it now stands in the Town 
of Kentland for the sum of $26,195. Another lawsuit im- 
mediately ensued during which time the contractor commenc- 
ed work on the building, and the Supreme Court, about 
the time the foundation and side walls were done up to 
the top of the first story, rendered a decision holding the 
Act of the county comissioners void, bringing everything, 
as described by John Ade, “‘to a standstill. The county 
council had appropriated the money for the court house by 
motion and not by ordinance. The council speedily remedied 
this situation by adopting an ordinance, and the present 
court house was finally completed at a total cost of $30,525. 
With the building of the new court house, the old jail was 
moved off the west side of the court house square toa 
point near Joe Mullen’s poultry house where it remained in 
service until the new jail was built nearby, at which time 
the old jail became the fire house. The other buildings were 
likewise removed from the court house yard so that the 
square as it now stands has on it only the court house and 
a band stand. The court house is comfortably furnished and 
houses the Newton Circuit Court and all of the county of- 
fices. 

The 79th Judicial Circuit was really created by the Legisla- 
ture on July 1, 1929, but did not actually come into exist- 
ence until the publication by the Secretary of State in 1933. 
A few days thereafter George F. Sammons was appointed 
under said act as the first judge of the 79th Judicial Cir- 
cuit. There have been only three other Judges of this court 
to date, Roland R. Cummings, who was elected and served 
from January 1, 1941 to October 21, 1943, and died in 
office; Ralph Bower, who was appointed when Judge Cum- 
mings passed away, and served until December 31, 1944; 
and Newell A. Lamb, who has served from January 1, 1945, 
to date. : 


An outing of Court House Employees about twenty years ago. 
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Those who served as Prosecuting Attorney for the 79th Ju- 
dicial Circuit are as follows: Agnes Molter from May 26, 
1933, to December 31, 1943; James C. Murphey from Jan- 
vary 1, 1935, to December 31, 1938; Edwin L. Robinson 
from January 1, 1939, to September 14, 1942; Newall A. 
Lamb from September 14, 1942, to December 31, 1942: Ed- 
win L. Robinson from January 1, 1943, to March 11, 1944; 
(Mr. Robinson was in the service and the office was con- 
ducted by Mr. Lamb during this time) Ira Dixon from March 
11, 1944, to December 31, 1946; Edwin L. Robinson from 
January 1, 1947, to December 31, 1958; John W. Barce 
from January 1, 1959 to date. Before the circuit was se- 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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parated, the Honorable Charles A. Halleck, now Congress- 
man from the 2nd District and a man of great national dis- 
tinction, served as Prosecuting Attorney of the joint Jasper- 
Newton circuit. 

In 1931 the Commissioners of Newton County determined 
that the old jail was no longer adequate, and a very mo- 
dern new jail with living quarters and adequate office for 
the Sheriff was constructed. Today this building is still re- 
cognized as one of the better jails in the State of Indiana. 
The older citizens had done a better job than they knew. 
They got all the strife and warfare out of their systems; 
and, so far as is known, it has not been passed on to suc- 
ceeding generations. 


2 ARTICLE 7, SECTION 1 of the CONSTITUTION OF IN- 


DIANA. 


EARLY RELIGIOUS LIFE IN NEWTON COUNTY 


by Clara and Mary Bergen 


In 1836 Frederick Kenoyer, a licensed United Brethern minis- 
ter, came from southeastern Indiana to near Spitler’s Creek. 
This creek is just north (a short distance) from Mt. Zion 
Church. The religious work of this man and his family is 
vital history to this community. 

After Frederick Kenoyer arrived and had his family settled 
at the place now called Spitler’s Creek, about 44 or 5 miles 
northwest of where Kentland later came into existence, he 
conceived the idea of building a church-the same to be a 
place where the community might meet together for reli- 
gious worship and at the same time to be utilized for pub- 
lic gatherings and a school. This building was built by.do- 
nation, each person contributing, giving a number of hewn 
logs of a given dimension and delivered on the ground 
where the building was to be erected. This is conceded to 
be the first church building of any kind to be erected in 
the county. Frederick Kenoyer was possessed of the mis- 
sionary spirit to a large degree. He would travel horseback 


out into the wilderness for miles preaching and teaching 
those who seldom had an opportunity to attend religious 
services-preaching in the cabins of the settlers. 

His son, Jacob Kenoyer, also became a licensed United 
Brethern minister. He was fifteen years old when his father, 
Frederick, came to what is now Newton County. He remain- 
ed active in the ministry all his life. In 1843 he married 
Jane Frame, whose parents were pioneer settlers at Bunk- 
um, now known as Iroquois. They also established their 
home near Spitler's Creek, and in 1845 he erected the first 
sawmill and corn-cracker in the county. He, too, carried 
the missionary work far and wide to the settlements, preach- 
ing the gospel. His last work was to plan and carry out to 
a successful completion a frame church to replace the old 
log structure. This frame building has been replaced by the 
splendid brick church that we know as Mt. Zion Church to- 
day. 


History of First Christian Church of Kentland 


Some time during 1861 a building was erected by the Unit- 
ed Brethern denomination, but, by their consent, it was used 
by all denominations desiring to do so. About that time a 
union Sunday School was organized. The United Brethern 
group did not seem to flourish and grow. 

In 1876 an organization of the Christian Church took place 
in March of that year with 19 charter members. This was 
accomplished in the United Brethern meeting house where 
the new organization continued to hold services. In the fall 
of 1876, the Board of Trustees purchased this building from 
the United Brethern congregation. 

This was the era of transient preachers. Rev. L. M. McDer- 
mott became the first full-time pastor in 1880. Following 
his year of service, the church had no full-time pastor for 
fifteen years, and little progress was made. The year of 
1895 opened a new era for the church. Rev. and Mrs. John 
Crank, who were evangelists, held a revival here, and ad- 
ditions in membership were gained for the. church. In 1896 
the Cranks were employed as half-time preachers. Pleasant 


Grove Christian Church, a rural church three miles north 
of Kentland, was organized in 1888. Land for this church 
and the adjacent cemetery was donated by the Charles 
Martin family. Pleasant Grove Church was a fine religious 
force in the community until 1924 when the congregation 
disbanded, and the membership moved to the Kentland 
Christian Church. 

In 1906 the present brick church building located at the 
corner of Graham and Second Streets was constructed and 
dedicated Dec. 15, 1907, under the leadership of Rev. J. L. 
Brady. Total cost of the building was $11,846.00. 

In 1911 the church built the present parsonage. 

On March 4, 1948, a Wurlitzer Organ was installed ata 
cost of $3,325.00. 

Rev. Arvin Taylor, the present pastor, came to Kentland 
June 1, 1958. 

In abandoning the old church, purchased from the United 
Brethern Church in 1876 and located on Dunlap Street, 
which had stood so long as a moral and educational land- 
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First Christian Church of Kentland 


mark almost as long as the town itself, was to many like 
breaking family ties or separation of life-long friends. While 
the congregations feels just pride in their new home, they 


Rev Arvin M. Taylor 


will retain many memories of their work in the old building, 
the history of which is interesting. 


History of The First Presbyterian Church, Kentland 
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First Presbyterian Church, Kentland 


The beginning of the Presbyterian Church was similar to 
that of the Methodist denomination. In 1860, when only a 
few houses were in the town, services were held in a loft 
" over a store owned by Ross & Peacock. After a hotel had 
been built, services were held in the waiting room. Itinerate 
preachers came to preach and minister to the pioneers of 
the small village. 

In October, 1867, a Presbyterian group was organized by 
Rey. C. Palmer of Watseka and officers of the Logansport 
Presbytery. There were 10 charter members. 


. 


The New Presbyterian Manse completed in 1960. 


In 1870 it was decided to build a house of worship, and 
largely through the efforts of Mr. Oscar Phelps, a frame 
church was erected at a cost of $1000.00 located on the 
site where the present brick church now stands. Alexander 
J. Kent donated the ground for the church as he did for the 
Methodists and contributed $500.00 toward the building of 
each. The church was neat and comfortable. Under the 
leadership of Rev. J. J. Smith, who was called in October, 
1870, the church built up, and membership increased great- 
ly. A Sunday School was organized the first year. The Sun- 
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day Schools of the different denominations met at different 
hours so that the children could attend services at each 
church. 

A new manse was erected in 1892 at a cost of $1600.00. 
The erection of a new brick church was started in 1895 
under the leadership of Rev. Walter Price. The cornerstone 
was laid Nov. 6, 1895. The new building was erected at a 
cost of $10,000.00. Dedication was on May 17, 1896. The 
congregation purchased a new pipe organ in 1897 and had 


Methodist Church of Kentland 


The first religious services in the town of Kent, named after 
its founder, Alexander J. Kent, were held in a loft overa 
small store room. The store belonged to Frank Ross and a 
Mr. Peacock. A Baptist minister preached there a few times 
during the year 1860. During this year of 1860, a hotel was 
built in this pioneer prairie town called the Kent Hotel. 
After its completion, services were held in the waiting room. 
Mr. Jacob Kenoyer, one of the first white settlers to locate 
in what is now Newton County, conducted the services. 
There was also a Sunday School, supposedly of various 
denominations, conducted during the years 1860-1870. This 
was the beginning of church life in the new town of Kent. 


About 1862 Bishop Simpson of the Methodist Church re- 
Cognized Kent as a preaching place, and a Methodist So- 
ciety was organized. Kent was the head of the circuit with 
Goodland, Remington, and Egypt as preaching places. In 
1864 the name of Kent disappears from the church records 
J'ving place to Adriance, which name remained until 1868 
when it was changed to Kentland. There were 80 members 
in 1864. In 1868 a revival was conducted which resulted 
'n such increase of membership as to make it necessary to 
take steps to erect a place of worship of their own. Ac- 
cordingly, a meeting was held, and it was agreed to erect 
@ frame church on lots donated by Mr. Kent, founder of 


the distinction of being the first protestant church in the 


county having such an instrument. Miss Winogene Hall was 
the first organist. 


The old frame church was sold to Mr. J. J. Schuh and mov: 
ed to about where the new Pythian building now stands. 
For many years, it was used as a buggy shop by the Schuhs. 
During the last year, 1959, the Presbyterians completed a 
new Manse at a cost of $24,000.00. It is now occupied by 
the present minister, Rev. James Marshall and family, 


History of The Methodist Church 
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Rev. R. W. Michels 


the town. A building committee consisting of Alpheus Mc- 
Collough, John B. Conner, and Sylvester Root was appoint- 
ed. As to the exact date the building was started, there is 
no record, but there is one stating that the building was 
enclosed August 24, 1869. The deed for the church property 
was recorded in the court house Oct. 11, 1869. The frame 
church was dedicated Sunday, July 17, 1870. Rev. Tarr was 
the minister during the building of this church. Oct. 1, 1873, 
the trustees purchased a house and a lot on Carroll Street 
for a parsonage. In 1898 a new parsonage was built at a 
cost of nearly $3,000.00. This is the present parsonage lo- 
cated on the corner of Second and Graham Streets. 


The new brick church building was erected beginning in 
1910 and formally dedicated April 29, 1911, under the 
pastorate of Rev. C. U. Stockbarger at a cost of almost 
$20,000. The dedication service was conducted by Dr. Frank 
J. McConnell, President, Depauw University. About 1919 a 
new pipe organ was installed at a cost of $3,500.00. In 
1957 a new educational unit was added to the present 
structure at a cost of $42,000.00. It was dedicated January 
31, 1960, Rev. Wesley Brashares, District Superintendent, 
presiding. 

Our present pastor and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. R. W. Mi- 
chels, came to this church in 1957. 
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St. Joseph Catholic Church 


St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Kentland 


The Rev. George A. Hamilton visited Kentland and vicinity 
from 1861 to 1864 from Logansport. After him, it was at- 
tended from Rensselaer, by Rev. Joseph A. Stephan, until 
1870. He visited the place once a month, celebrating Mass 
in the Court House or in Kent's Hotel, boarding with John 
B. Schmitt, a mile and three-quarters from Kentland. The 
Catholics numbered about fifteen families, Irish, German, 
and French, within a radius of twelve miles. In 1864 Father 
Stephan erected the first church, a frame structure, 24 x 40 
feet. 

The grounds on which the church, priest's house, the school, 
and teachers’ house stood, had a frontage of about 360 
feet with a depth of 150 feet. Opposite this ground, the 
church owned two acres just outside the corporation of 
Kentland. The cemetery has five acres, one mile south of 
the church. The grounds were secured during the pastorates 
of Revs. Stephan, A. Messman, and W. C. Miller. 

The first resident pastor was the Rev. Anthony Messman 
from 1870-1881. He resided with the above mentioned John 
H. Schmitt until 1872 when the priest's house was built. He 
added fifty feet to the church to gain more room. Rev. F. 
‘*X. Baumgartner added a sacristy 28 x 14 feet built a tower, 
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Reverend Edward T. Fallon 


and supplied it with a bell. Father Baumgartner was pastor 
from 1881 to March 1883. After him, came Rev. William C. 
Miller remaining from March, 1883, to September, 1891. 
Father Miller built the present church in 1888. It is a brick 
building 100 x 45 and 24 feet in height. It has stained glass 
windows of Roman style; the ceiling is flat. The main altar 
of the old church was transferred to the new church, and 
two neat side altars and two confessionals were provided. 
The cost of this church was $9000.00. It has a seating capa- 
city of 400. 

The Rev. Charles A. Ganzer was pastor from September, 
1891, to December 10, 1902. He renovated the church, 
made necessary repairs, giving the church a new roof and 
purchasing a beautiful main altar. The church was also 
frescoed and electric lighting provided, a new set of Sta- 
tions of the Cross secured, a new pipe organ, and a steam 
heating plant installed. Rev. Charles V. Stetter, D.D., served 
this pastorate from February 13, 1903, until his death De- 
cember 25, 1929. During his pastorate the present rectory 
was built in 1916. He also built the new brick school build- 
ing and convent in 1927. 

He was succeeded in 1930 by the Rev. F. C. Rothermel, 
who remained until February 1939, when he was replaced 
by the Rev. Edw. T. Fallon, the present pastor. 

In 1959 a new Wicks Organ was presented to the church, 
and on March 8, 1959 it was played at the 8 and 10 o'clock 
Masses for the first time. 


£905 


ASRS ee 


Hvis Sere M SDE Tees err 


AER Ra Sa 


Maprppe ference tH th eye it 


~ ——= SS A RI I EE ey TRAE he 
OPT By ALDI RN ee ee 


A Ne ec a oe er, 


ar 


Sa a 


yas 


ES 


“es 


Og thw denhe@gmunk yadte4 died o sdtiw ti bedcaqu: bao 

SY om 9 corny rat yetiA .PARL dosoM of IO! mort 
iVEt ssdmatqed of £887 goocM mon oninrome: 16tliM 
ti} BRS I m amas ine hq er tty rd yal tel, iwrito® 
be fety 2ord fi Nicer ni ten! 6S bye @hx OOF + ibtigd 

DA i ; pnilies ai wslyte nomo® to zwobniw 

brio , Ys bs eno 2 ffaywrls blo ad? te 
b Zlonotees bis 1 bne { shiz te owt 
192 pnitoss © zod # 00.0002 enw rowrlo edt Io too aAT 
Oe to vip 

JWdmeigesd mart rotzog 2ow yesn0 A eahoddD .v9% oAT 
Amur elt batovens: éH COe OT wdmese of [eR 


bao toor wen o roves self PwVIP ,gwOgs) yregeaden Sbhom 


oelp 2ow dsvudo oAT .r:0tlo anion 


lwiitunsd o erreonsieg 
-o12 Ic 


faz won o .bsbivorg pniidoil sinteele bao beeo2e 


noesiz o bro OD W 
2.0 rettet2 Vv esi vei .balinteni inolq gaitoad 
20 dices aid bitew £ORF £1 yYiouide? mov etmroteeg zit 
Vote? tneteg adi staroteng 2id grind. 82h 26 redme> 
blivd looriae Asiid-wea ont tliud ozlo oH Of? ai tiud cow 


sq won o .beiwoe2 207 elt to encil 


.. NESE ai taevnes bao pai. 


lomrento& 2.2 veR ot yd O£C! ni bebsessue sow. of 
ba2alqes zaw ed nodw .SF?T Wovlde? fitny beniomss ow 
ORD thaes1q srt nolled .T wbF ved ont yd 

fqrl> edt ot betneesg cow appiO alsiW wan o S2@F al 
sol 0 Of baw & odt to bayolg zow 11 O2¢1 8 An0M no bao 
menit, ten} ent ro} eozenM 


ys %& 
era? - 
a ae a 


dswa> ditorlto> daseok .te 


“nomeroM ynontinA vel ert zow rotipg tnsbizst tevil oa : 


WA. 


a 
Sroltnet oyod slewliod 2 diegesel, AE ~. 


wo 4 
4. ates 


Vina bao hanltas® bet cothmoht A spose v3 
‘Ip tow fi mid yattA .nogenopo! movi bdee of 1a8T mon | 
lithe worqate .A daseol vel yd peolszznst mot t : 
22 pritordsles inom © sono asnlg alt batiziy oH ON sf 
aot ritiw gmbined lstoH 2 fre ni 1 ssuoK hued pelt a 
eft .booltnsy mo? ewetroup. ser bao alim ob timed? 
moma) dain silimod noshit tuedo borsdmun eotlos 
retttol D881 nf eelim evlewt to auiber b nidfiw wton ¥ 
Oh x Af swtourte smo} o owes few orl! belsorve me 


loons: ert szv0d Htasirg Awe aft doidw no ebay 
086 tuodo lo ayotnoi! 0 bod .boote sevod “eiedSe 
ont bnverg aid stiroqqgO tee? O2T to diqeb ny tiv 
to Naito eqios-adt sbiztuc teuj 29195 owt benwo diwe 
to dtuce elim ano .zer0 svil eor yistemes oT lined 
zatenoteog sii onivub be uss: sisw ebnudrg dT -rloyuda or 
alliM. 2 .W. bre .nomszaM A nindqst?’ ave 


alot benoitaem evody ad} rtiw bebiédy oH $88 F-ON8T i) 
oH .tivd 2ow s2zuod e'izeing arti nedw €U8T Hind Hie dae. , YR 
‘V vel moor srom niog of dows edt of test vitit bebbo : 
rewol o jliud test bi x 8. yiciaoe a'babbo reahopmuse 


» Cee J 
| + ale 
he v 4 ‘ Vin Paes 
ee EP tng ne os 
* 
- 


KENTLAND-JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP SCHGOLS 


by Lenore Winters and Frances Winters Schuh 


A. J. Kent High School and Gymnasium 


Early settlers of Newton County appreciated the value of 
schools, and long before the State could give efficient aid, 
they had solved the problem for themselves. Schoolhouses 
were built and maintained by popular subscription. Each 
patron paid in proportion to the number of children he 
sent. 

The schoolhouses were the usual and familiar rude log 
buildings. Lighting, heating, and water supply were all in- 
adequate. There was no equipment as we now know it. 
Even books were scarce and varied. No fixed course of 
study could be followed because of this lack of uniformity. 
The teacher was usually a farmer who consented to teach 
for three or four months a year. Money was scarce, but 
any commodity the farmer had was valuable to the teacher 
and was accepted as pay. 

Despite such discouraging and unsatisfactory conditions, 
many prominent and successful men of the county received 
all their education in these schools. In 1838 there were only 
twelve families in the whole county. !s there any wonder 
that having schools was so difficult when these people were 
fighting for mere survival? 

In the little village of Kentland, the first school was a pri- 
vate one held on the second floor of a tin-shop. There were 
eleven pupils. 

In 1863 a new two-room frame schoolhouse was built on 
the lot just east of the James Plunkett residence. Mr. & Mrs. 
Cunningham were the first teachers. Mrs. Cunningham held 
her position until 1882, struggling along with many incon- 
veniences, few books, no equipment, and little compensa- 
tion, 

Newton County can hardly be said to have had much or- 
ganization until after 1850. There had been no funds avail- 
able for buildings or teachers’ salaries. There was a lack 
of qualified teachers and a prejudice against "free schools.” 


But as the population increased and trails became roads, 
people began to expect more from their State. 

Jefferson Township was not the first to erect a school- 
house under the state organization. That was left to Mo- 
rocco, which built one in 1854-a small, frame building 
which cost about $300. But Jefferson Township was not far 
behind. This was the era of the ‘Box Car" type of school 
architecture. By 1900 Jefferson Township had eleven schools 
of this type. More teaching equipment was being bought; 
the school term was lengthened; lighting and heating were 
improved; teachers’ qualifications and salaries were being 
raised. Although slowly, progress in education was being 
made. 

Meanwhile, as parents began to see the need for still bet- 
ter education for their children, high schools were esta- 
blished. The first high school in Kentland was opened in the 
fall of 1868 in a building furnished by A. J. Kent. School 
enrollment increased so fast that in 1871 a movement was 
started to erect a new building. It was made of brick, erect- 
ed at a cost of about $23,000, on the site of the present 
grade school. The building was to serve both grade and 
high schools. A commission was not granted until 1895. 
Each year new teaching equipment was added. Special at- 
tention was given to the school library--reference books 
and classics. By 1902 the library had about 600 books. 
(Below is an interesting and revealing financial report sub- 
mitted by the trustees for the five years 1882-1887 inclusive 
---no report had been previously given--and the report is 
given verbatim.) 


“The total amount paid teachers during the five years is 
$11,593.00; and the total expenditure of special school 
funds during the same period is $6,942.85, of which amount 
$1910.00 was turned over to the town trustees to pay on 
town bonds, leaving $5,032.85 as the amount expended 
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First Grade School and High School in Kentland 


‘St. Joseph's Catholic Grade School 


during the five years for repairs, furniture, school appara- 
tus, fuel, janitor’s salary, insurance, and other necessary ex- 
penses, being an average of $1,006.57 per year. 

During the five years the floor of the school house was 
raised and the hall seated with chairs; organs were provid- 
ed for all the rooms; the amount of insurance on the build- 
ing raised from $11,000.00 to $16,000.00; new ventilating 
stoves of the most approved pattern placed in five rooms; 
the school grounds thoroughly tile drained; a new bell pro- 
cured; a new and substantial fence erected around the 
school grounds; and new seats placed in one room; besides 
the ordinary expenses of running the schools. These ex- 
traordinary expenditures were imperatively demanded to 
secure the health and comfort of the pupils, and to main- 
tain the building and grounds in proper condition, and have 
met, we believe, the approbation of the tax payers of the 
town; and in view of such extraordinary expenditures we 
trust the verdict of the public will be that the funds plated 
in our charge have been wisely and economically expend- 
ed. 

Charles Frankenberger 

Andrew Hall 
Sterry G. Hand 


Trustees’ 


Present Kentland Grade School 


In the same report was included one submitted by the prin- 
cipal, Mr. John M. Culver, giving a detailed account of the 
school for 1886-1887. Enrollment in the grades was 219, 
not much different from present day. But the high school 
had only 39 enrolled, which is very different from now. Mr. 
Culver bewailed the poor attendance although no disease 
had been prevalent that year. The percent of attendance 
was 71. Evidently there were not yet compulsory school at- 
tendance laws nor officers to enforce them. 
The course of study was explained in great detail--they 
leaned heavily on books. Modern methods were unheard 
of-- working on projects in groups was still in the future. 
In the list of text-books were ones we still hear about-- 
White's Arithmetics, Harvey's Grammar, Gray's Botany, 
Swinton Readers, Barnes & Ridpath’s U. S. History, Kellog’s 
Rhetoric. 

The course of study in high school was so arranged as to 


give the pupil one year's work in the ‘Common Branches’ . 


(arithmetic, grammar, U. S. history, physiology, reading and 
literature) and two years’ work in the ‘Higher Branches” 
(algebra, rhetoric, general history, physics, geometry, bo- 
tany, geology, zoology, Mental Science and advanced com- 
position). 

After two years ‘faithful’ work in the high school proper 
if the pupil received the right monthly grades and passed a 
final examination, he was entitled to graduate and receive 
his high school diploma. 

Mr. Culver listed the alumni up to and including the year 
of his report. 


1880-1 
Warren T. McCray 
Harry H. Sedgley 
Laura O. Jones 
1881-2 


Addie R. Jenkins 
E. A. Hall 
Carrie D. Arnout 


George Ade 
Barnet Lowe 
Maud Arnout 
Nettie L. Dawson 


Lenna H. Young 
Charles H. West 
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1882-3 


Lillian Sunderland 


May W. Drake 
Ella M. Ade 


Adda Thompson 
Lizzie E. Myers 
Alice G. Brecount 
Carrie E. McCabe 


1883-4 
Melvia M. Thompson Grace E. Sedgley 
Adda V. Davis Nora B. Carson 
Anna J. Conkling Jessie Dickson 
1884-5 
None 

1885-6 
Nettie Presson 
Alfred Conkling 

1886-7 


Ella McDermott 
John Parsons 
Charles Frankenberger 


Wirt Sedgley 
Irma Ash 


Few of these names are represented in Kentland today. 
On the night of January 15, 1902 this first high school was 
destroyed by fire, thought to have been caused by the ex- 
plosion of an old “base burner.” 

The following week school reopened--the grades in the 
Methodist and Christian churches and the high school 
in the Presbyterian church. The following school year, from 
September until the holidays, school was held in rooms over 
two stores. At the close of the Christmas vacation, the school 
moved into the new school building, the present Grade 
School, described at the time of opening as ‘‘a real school- 
house with every modern equipment.” 

In 1904 the enrollment in the grade school was 180, in high 
school only 30. By 1904, too, there were only nine district 
schools with an enrollment of 60 pupils. Gradually, as the 
rural schools were closed, the pupils were brought to Kent- 
land. 

A place for holding large meetings and winter athletics was 
needed badly. So, in 1916, Rev. Elvin Daniels, who was ac- 
tive in high school athletics, started a movement to con- 
struct such a building. The result was the Coliseum near the 
grade school, used until the present High School was built. 
After that, it was used by the grade school for indoor re- 
cesses until sold for a factory. When this happened, Miss 
Mary Roe donated a large Quonset hut to provide for bas- 
ketball and indoor games. On nice days grade school en- 
joyed the beautiful park near the Coliseum which has been 
‘taken over by the factory also. Playground equipment on 
the schoolground provides for exercise and recreation. 
By 1920 the enrollment was so large that the First Grade 
was moved to the upper room of the Public Library. For 
years parents of Kentland and Jefferson Township had rea- 
lized that something must be done. It was finally decided 
that the old building would be used for the first six grades, 


W. O. Schanlaub, Newton Co. Superintendent of Schools 
for over forty years. 


and a new building would be built for the remaining pu- 
pils. This was the beginning of the ‘‘six-six’’ plan--six years 
in elementary school and six in high school. There were 
many advantages to this system, one being that it provided 
for supervised study which in turn lessened the percent of 
pupil failure. 

A beautiful new brick and stone building was erected ona 
ten-acre tract donated by Carroll C. Kent at the east edge 
of town. It was absolutely fire-proof, had a large study 
hall, a gymnasium, and Little Theatre. Modern equipment 
for all class needs was installed; the reference library was 
enlarged and brought up to date. Even the school grounds 
were not neglected--landscaping made it look like some col- 
lege campus. There was an athletic field just east of the 
building. (Later, when night football became popular, this 
field was fully lighted through the generosity of Mr. T. H. 
Dixon.) This new building opened September 4, 1922, with 
187 pupils enrolled. The whole town was very proud of the 
new Alexander J. Kent High School, named after the found- 
er of Kentland. 


In a short time, it was seen that the gymnasium was not 
large enough to accommodate the crowds that came for 


_ the basket-ball games, high school plays, and community 


gatherings. But it was not until 1952 that the new gymnas- 
ium, just south of the High School, was completed. Part of 
the building was equipped and used as kitchen and dining- 
room for the hot lunch program. There was a band room 
also. And the stage was large enough to suit any kind of 
program. 

Shortly after the gymnasium was completed, a swimming 
pool was built just to the south of it--a community project 


but operated by the Kentland-Jefferson Township School 
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Mr. Julian Polk, Superintendent of Kentland School System. 


Corporation. 
The Corporation controls several acres of land north of the 
high school building too. Presently it is used for a play- 
ground and baseball field. Later it may be used for other 
school needs. 
While the public schools were going through all these de- 
scribed changes, the parochial school followed the same 
pattern. 
Father Messman started the first school in 1872 in a small 
room inside the church, but it was discontinued. In 1885 
Father Miller re-opened the school. It was taught by lay 
teachers. In 1887. the Sisters of St. Francis took charge. In 
1888 when the new St. Joseph's church was built, the old 
church was remodeled into a two-room school house. It 
could accommodate ninety pupils and all eight grades. This 
building became outmoded and overcrowded; so in 1927 
the present beautiful brick building was erected. It has sev- 
eral classrooms equipped for modern teaching. There is a 
kitchen and large auditorium that can be used for school 
and church affairs. Pupils finish their public school educa- 
tion at the Alexander J. Kent High School. 
Kentland-Jefferson Township schools have some ‘‘firsts’’ 
and ‘'near firsts’ to their credit. Among them are the ‘‘six- 
six’’ plan, the abandoning of the rural one-room schools, 
the transporting of children in school buses, installation of 
playground equipment for recreation, and the hot lunch 
program. 
’ Then, too, Kentland was the first to try out a Kindergarten 


HISTORY OF THE KENTLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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Mr R. D. Norris, Superintendent of Newton County Sche! 
System. 


program. Many private kindergartens had been held in va 
ious towns in the county. But in 1943 a kindergarten wis 
established under the school program. It was held during 
the summer months since the teacher was also the Firt — 
Grade teacher. For twelve years the program was cattiex 
out this way. In 1955 the school officials fitted up o room 
in the basement of the grade school and decided on a pe 
gram extending over the whole school year, which is beng 
done at the present time. 
Many teachers and school officials contributed to the pie 
gress of the Kentland-Jefferson Township Schools. Perhoi* 
one man, Co. Supt. W. O. Schanlaub, can be claimad = 
have done the most, for his was the longest and most «* — 
tinued service. For over forty-three years, longer than 
other County Superintendent in our State, his whole life wi 
devoted to the schools of Newton County. He was neve = 
too busy to encourage or help any pupil, teacher, pare” 
or school official. He was a pioneer in all the moveme™ 
to better schools--consolidation, lengthening school te” 
transporting pupils in school-buses. He served on the © 
mittee which gave a uniform Course of Study for Indi 
Schools. The result of such leadership has been and * 

long be felt. 

And the future? Of one thing we can be sure--the sch? 
will still progress, for the same desire for and pride " *” 

cation still exists in the citizens of Kentland--Jefferson 1)" 
ship. $s 


by Clara and Mary Bergen es 


In 1905 Warren T. McCray began correspondence with the 
Andrew Carnegie corporation as to the. possibility of a 
grant of money to build a library building for Kentland. 


id. 


Mr. Carnegie laid down certain requirements which had 
be fulfilled before the money would be granted. Th 
must be of sufficient size, and the value of real estate ™ 


e low * 


; Pa 
Fas 
cent) een 


in fi amit. sofa wild bre 

3 b ines bnnxslA eft to noid 
S2 svorl zlowed: }2 3219719. -bnoliagA 
awl wen” bao 
erl! note 


; : MmnioGyD 


QD PHOMOOZ1O 11 ent 


: 
: : f ‘ ¥ J 7 st 
7 - rs a We 
. J 
aA ' 
i ~ 
MIDIS Yd 
i . Ae T al 
. . 
' Ww ona 
pio 4) » Oduye ty 7 to Inow, 


Lis Gat Din Alea rie 


The Kentland Public Library 


be high enough to support a library by taxation. There 
must be a nucleus of a book collection started, and a li- 
brary board duly appointed and operating under the ex- 
isting state library laws, also a lot provided to build on. 
He refused to consider the proposition on the grounds that 
the town was not largé enough to support a library. Kent- 
land's population was 1006, Jefferson township 810, mak- 
ing a total of 1816. 

In 1909 the growth of the community made it seem feasible 
to try again, and this time the reaction from the Carnegie 
Foundation was favorable. Steps were then taken to meet 
the requirements. The Kentland Woman's Club took as their 
project, the collection of books from donations and the es- 
tablishing of a library, first in the Knights of Pythias lodge 
rooms, later in the basement of the courthouse. Club mem- 
bers maintained service to the public by keeping the li- 
brary open one day a week. On January 19, 1910, ‘'Pur- 
suant to call duly made, the following citizens assembled 
themselves at the law office of William Darroch for the 
purpose of establishing a public library: Will H. Ade, Wil- 
liam Darroch, T. B. Cunningham, Will K. McCray, T. H. 
Dixon, Samuel Cunningham, Jacob H. White, Charles M. 
Davis, and Hume L. Sammons.” A subscription list was 
opened and subscribed to totaling $54. The following seven 
directors were chosen by ballot: Will Ade, Hume Sammons, 
Warren MéCray, T. B. Cunningham, Jacob White, T. H. 
Dixon, and William Darroch. On Feb. 5, 1910, this volun- 
tary board of directors turned the custody of the library 


Over to the first library trustees appointed, under the cur- 


rent library law, by the Judge of the Newton Circuit Court, 
the Town Board, and the School Board. They were: Adah 


Bush, William Darroch, Warren McCray, Will Ade, La- 
vanche Morrison, Hume Sammons, Patia Allen, and Mrs. 
Oscar Phelps. Mrs. Eliza McCray donated the lot. The Car- 
negie corporation granted $10,000 for the building; the 
contract was let to Fred Freidline; and on January 26, 1912, 
at 2 p.m. the Kentland Public Library was opened to resi- 
dents of Kentland and Jefferson Township. 

The library opened with 1500 books on its shelves, many of 
them gifts and donations. It now has 14,000 books. 

The building has been kept in good repair, and improve- 
ments have been added; such as accoustical tile ceilings, 


fluorescent lighting, new shelving, oil furnace, new side- 


walks, and a new lawn. 

The following have been librarians of the Kentland Public 
Library: Delia Kirkpatrick, Lucille McCray, Eunette Buck, 
and Virginia Rinard. Assistant Librarians: Eunette Buck, Lei- 
la Starz, Sadie Johnston. Library assistants: Mrs. Charles 
Hall, Clara Bergen, Mary Bergen, Dorotha Collen, and 
Gloria Cochrane. 

Trustees of the Kentland Public Library in addition to the 
above mentioned have been as follows: Jacob White, Mrs. 
Ethel Darroch Ross, Mary Seal, W. O. Schanlaub, Mrs. John 
Ryan, Ada McCain, Lizzie Cunningham, H. H. Healy, Sue 
Simons, William Martin, Rolland Ray Cummings, Bertha 
Means, Willis Kirkpatrick, Mr. J. D. Rathbun, Jay C. Sell, 
Dr. W. C. Mathews, Clyde Hurt, C. A. Rinard, Elmer Grif- 
fin, Mrs. Virginia McCray, Mrs. Birdie Sharp, Mrs. George 
Sammons, Mrs. Howard Washburn, Mary Roe, James Illing- 
worth, Mrs. O. E. Glick, John Burton, Mrs. Harold Foulkes. 
The present board, 1960: Mrs. George Sammons, Mrs. Ho- 
ward Washburn, C. A. Rinard, Clarence Bair, Paul Linn, 
Mrs. Virginia McCray, Mrs. William Bruck. 
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KENTLAND BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY THROUGH THE YEARS 


by Roy and Jeanette Means Ross and Mrs. Clarence Bair 


The town of Kentland from the very beginning has been 
fortunate in having its full share of energetic and astute 
business and professional people. So varied have these 
businesses been that a rigid classification is difficult. 
Some general observations can be made from perusing the 
early newspapers. Business men, it seems, have always had 
some trouble collecting debts. A notice in the Kentland Ga- 
zette of Feb. 24, 1876, reads, ‘‘All persons knowing them- 
selves indebted to Walton & Johnston will please call and 
settle by March 1, as all unsettled claims after that date 
will be left in an officer's hands for collection.” 

Dr. R. C. McCain put it in this way, “Democrats and Re- 
publicans, Greenbackers and Prohibitionists, knowing them- 
selves indebted to me, are requested to come and settle 
either by note or cash." 

Kentland merchants and doctors had their share of reverses, 
what with fires, bad roads, and unsettled territory; but, 
with determination and courage, they overcame obstacles 
and built the foundations for a flourishing business life in 
Kentland the past 100 years. 

The’ philosophy of Kentland's early business men -- Newton 
County News, April 20, 1882, ‘Every public improvement 
should be encouraged; every man who works earnestly for 
the good of the town should be cheered and supported; 
every new arrival should be welcomed; every man who 
wants to build should be encouraged to do so; and every- 
thing which adds to our town's beauty, wealth, and com- 
mercial importance should be pushed ahead as far as pos- 
sible.” 

Enterprise and capital came to Kentland at its founding. 
Wm. Ross was among the first to come here from Illinois 
early in 1860, building a store building on Seymour Street 
across the street north of the Pennsylvania Railroad which 
had no station yet. Soon John Peacock joined Mr. Ross in 
the store. Three young men clerks ‘kept batch’ in the store 
and often stood in the door to shoot prairie chickens when 
they came to the corn crib to feed. This pioneer firm stocked 
a!l kinds of goods, not excepting “Good Old Rye.” This store 
also served as Post Office, Depot, and Express Office. 
About the same time, early in 1860, Mr. A. J. Kent built a 
store and for many years was a leading merchant in the 
new Town of Kentland. 

One of the enterprising merchants who early set up busi- 
ness in Kentland was Christian Rettinger. When he was 15 
years old, he came to the United States from Germany, 
learned shoemaking in Ohio, and in 1861 came to Kent- 
land where he opened a boot and shoe shop. His son Guy 
went into business with his father. Guy Rettinger remained 
in the shoes and men’s clothing until death in 1934, about 
73 years for the firm. : 
In the early era Orris King and Joel Anderson built stores 
along Seymour street. 


When our town was only 7 years old, Patrick Keefe set up 
Keefe Bros. general store and remained in business many 


i 


years ‘with an immense stock of dry goods and a full line 
of groceries.'’ An announcement appears in the Newton 
County News of 1881, ‘Keefe Brothers will not be under- 
sold by any house in Newton County.” 

In 1876 Ryan & Co. General Store was established. This 
business continued as Ryan's for over 40 years. B. |. Neher 
entered the business in 1910 and still remains in business 
on Main Street having been in the present location for 25 
years. 

Many early merchants owned general stores which included 
a large stock of staple groceries. Walton & Johnston oper- 
ated a grocery store in 1867. These firms, with the gro- 
ceries sold by general stores, took care of the food needs 
of this rural community for the first decade. 

In 1881 Mr. A. J. Kent's general store had some bargains 
-- as follows -- 


5# Java or Costa Rica coffee........ $1.00 
PAE NGOOOLCOUCE 2. fc ian... mentee wae el 0 
IZ aren Urkishs Prunes so. Annan ee ceeee OO) 
DZS ce BOW OUGOl. oii, Je eres Ae te LU 
Igallonichoice syrupy sce bee te ee eee .50 


This added sales talk -- ‘Farmers realize that by buying 
coffee by the bag and sugar by the barrel there is a great 
saving. 

In 1882 Willis Kirkpatrick began a long and successful bus- 
iness career in groceries. He was in this business for 50 
years, retiring in 1932. 

In 1900 Wm. Dowling opened his meat market and was 
another merchant that served the community for many 
years. In 1926 Clarence Bair began a 30 year career in 
the grocery and meat market business. 

In those early first years, a few entire families were settled 
here. Finding something to eat was a problem at times. 
Restaurants were needed and soon were established. Hotels 
served meals and a Sylvester Root started the first boarding 
house in 1860, in Mr. Kent's building. Many men working 
in the vicinity ‘‘kept batch.”’ 

As early as 1881 Mr. Bela C. Kent added a restaurant and 
bakery. Mr. A. W. Kenoyer had this interesting advertise- 
ment for his restaurant in 1882: “If you want a warm meal! 

on short notice and got up in good shape, call at the res- 

taurant of A. W. Kenoyer.” 

Mr. Nicholas Krull came to Kentland in 1903 establishing a 

bakery and sweet shop soon adding more substantial food. 

This business has been carried on by his sons, John Krull, 

1933 to 1936, and then Nicholas P. Krull 1936 to date. For 

57 years Kentland has been fortunate in having a Krull 
Restaurant. In 1936 John and Gladys Krull took over the 

Kentland Cafe, operating the same until retirement in 1952. 

For six years, 1946 to 1952, Paul and Helen Linn were 

partners with the Krulls in the Kentland Cafe. 


The original Nu-Joy Restaurant was opened for business in 
1929. In 1933 the Nu-Joy was remodeled and re-equipped 
for the Chicago World's Fair. Destroyed by fire, on Sept 
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Harry Perry Harness Shop on location of present Post Office 


A dray load of new type farm implements. The house is just east of the 
Post Office, now owned by Mrs. Harry White. 1895 
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Oscar Phelps Building erected in 1872. The center door is the Cones 
Bank, the first one in Kentland. 


Town Marshall Antone Rhude, Ed Wilson, and Judge Darroch in front 
of the Wilson Pool Hall. 1910. 
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ember 7, 1945, the Nu-Joy Restaurant moved to the old 
Kent Estate and opened in December, 1945, temporarily, 
pending the relocation and construction of U. S. 41. The 
restaurant opened in its present location on October 7, 
1954, with spacious new dining rooms and completely mo- 
dern kitchens. The Nu-Joy has been owned by Henry Rein- 
hart, Sr., since its inception and is currently operated by 
members of his family. For 31 years this restaurant has been 
a landmark for tourists, football fans, and visitors to Kent- 
land. 

Kentland has had hotels continuously through the century. 
A. J. Kent built the first one one-hundred years ago. Syl- 
vester Root was manager of this hotel and opened the first 
boarding house. The Hubertz House was built in the early 
‘80's and served the community for many years. The Hotel 
Kentland was built in 1897 by a group of local people and 
opened under the management of John Randall. Fannie 
Hawkins took over the Kentland Hotel in 1905, and it was 
one of our most popular hostelries. “Aunt Fannie’ served 
wonderful food and this hotel was the ‘party center” for 
school and social dinners. Sarah Smith built the Arcade Hotel 
in 1909. She put into effect the first NO PARKING law in 
Kentland. If any car parked in front of the Arcade, she 
turned on the hose and the car was soon flooded. This was 
a more effective system than parking tickets. Both the Ar- 
cade and Kentland Hotels are still serving Kentland. 

With the changing times, recent years have seen the addi- 
tion of motels to help meet the travel needs of our com- 
munity and nation. Bert McCartney was a pioneer in this 
field. The original business is now known as the Kentland 
Motor Court. Kentland now has four other motels -- all do- 
ing thriving business. 

A century ago in Kentland general stores tried to meet all 
community needs, but soon drug stores arrived to cater to 
the need for medicine and drugs. In 1869 W. S. McCul- 
lough bought a drug stock in Lafayette and opened up a 
drug store in Kentland which he operated for 12 years. 
Phelps & Lewis were in the drug business at the time of the 
1870 fire and burned out. 

In 1883 Dr. R. C. McCain and Mr. Willard owned a drug 


store which was carried on later by Dr. McCain's sons,. 


Kenneth and Paul, under the family name. There was a 
McCain Drug Store in Kentland for 42 years. The original 
McCain Drug Store is now the Hunter Drug Store. 

In 1904 Harry Healy entered the drug business; in 1917 
Roy Ross joined Mr. Healy in a partnership. This business 
continued until 1940 when it was purchased by Arthur Ken- 
ney and is now known as Kenney's Pharmacy. 

Dealers in furniture very early became part of the business 
of Kentland. A Mr. Walton handled furniture soon after 
our town’s inception. In 1868 Mr. F. M. Oswalt was a furni- 
ture dealer and became an undertaker. 

In 1870 we have a Frankenberger & Bowsher doing both 
businesses. Later in 1872 Mr. Bowsher advertised: "Coffins 
of all sizes kept on hand at all times and delivered when 
desired.’ About 1905 Freeman Reed went into the furniture 
and undertaking business here, following Mr. Oswalt. He 
was followed by Hassett & Son about 1922. 

In 1938 George Tilton operated the Kentland Furniture Co., 


Si 


continuing in business until 1951. He was followed by Gene 
Brown who is currently operating the business. 

Emory Towers & D. W. Bedinger formed a partnership and 
followed Hassett, which firm later became Towers & Mc- 
Mullen. This firm is now devoting its energy to the under- 
taking business here and at Sheldon, III. Jack Yost is in the 
furniture business at their old stand. 

Although general stores carried some hardware, and Keefe 
Bros. sold “The Splendid” base burner, in 1870 George W. 
Smith opened a hardware store. 

In 1883 the Dodson Bros. set up shop in the hardware busi- 
ness. These three bachelor brothers, Tie, Louis, and Jerry 
Dodson lived with their mother and never kept any separ- 
ate accounts of their business operations. When any of 
them needed any cash for a necessary expense, he simply 
took it out of the cash drawer. They left a substantial es- 
tate. These bachelor brothers had a very large and unique 
business because they always refused to sell the last item 
in stock since they needed it for a sample. In 1887 Levi 
Ross & Son started a hardware business which the Dodson 
brothers purchased in 1910. 

Today, the Kentland Hardware is owned and managed by 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Good. The Krug Hardware which in- 
corporates an appliance sales and repair service is oper- 
ated by Mr. and Mrs. John Krug and their son Paul. 

As important as the care and equipping of horses were the 
shops that sold wagons and repaired them. These were 
wagon shops and blacksmith shops, and in 1872, A.A. 
Wood had a carriage shop. In 1874 J. J. Schuh had a 
blacksmith shop. In 1885 the local paper said, ‘Joseph 
Schuh is the best horse shoer in this vicinity. He shoes the 
wildest horses and wouldn't be afraid to try the devil if 
his hoofs were not hard.’’ Several brave men who carried 
on in this field were Michael Kite who sold out to J. J. Schuh, 
and D. S. Fletcher who started in the blacksmith business in 
1895. Dave Fletcher was not only a fine worker with the 
tongs and hammer, but he never failed in his Sunday mis- 
sion of passing the contribution basket at the Methodist 
Church. Then he never failed to wear a four-button, black 
broadcloth frock coat with double! breasted silk !apels. 


As the days of the wagon disappeared and mechanized 
equipment came on the market, the community has replaced 
the blacksmith with implement dealers and repair services. 
Today, there are three such businesses in our community: 
John Deere Agency, Richards’ Implements and Puetz Im- 
plement Co. 

Kentland was not a favorable location for native fuel and 
building materials. This wind swept prairie was short of 
wood to burn or with which to build. Supplies were avail- 


-able by railroad, so merchants sprang up to handle them. 


Coal was imported for fuel, and base burners were the ac- 
cepted heaters, using hard coal. 
In 1870 Horace Kent was the first lumber and coal dealer 


in town; by 1895 J. D. Conklin controlled the only such bus- 
iness in the community. 


In 1897 Isaac Smart became the owner and manager of this 
lumber and coal establishment, and his son, Arthur Smart, 
succeeded him in business. The Smart family business did a 
thriving business for many years and both father and son 
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Third Street (Main Streef) in the early 1900's This view is from south J. J. Schuh Blacksmith Shop on the site of the present People’s Ready 


enone Mix Cement Co. McCray Elevator (that burned) is in background 


Nicholas Krull in front of his place of business. This business was begun A. L. Smart Lumber Company. This business is known today as the Kent- 
in 1903. Wareoe ayes Ee aa ae land Lumber & Coal Co. 
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livery stable owned by William Dowling near the present location of The implement shop of J. J. Schuh Mr. Schuh is in the buggy. Building 
Murphy's Super Market. : : stood on site of Pythian Sisters’ Temple. 


enjoyed a reputation for quality and service. This business 
is known today as the Kentland Lumber & Coal Co., own- 
ed and operated by George Dye. 

This vicinity early developed as a grain raising country, so 
depositories and buyers were a necessary part of existence, 
In 1869 Brown owned the first grain elevator. In 1890 Mc- 
Cray & Morrison started a grain elevator which subsequent- 
ly was destroyed in one of Kentland’s numerours fires. By 
1895 there were eleven elevators in the county. In 1905 
the Kent Grain Company was formed with-Mr. A. D. Wash- 
burn as ‘manager. It later became the business now known 
as the Fowler Grain Co., now managed by Mr. Oliver Gray. 
With all the grain available, Kentland early had a flour 
mill. Mr. A. J. Kent built the first one; later a Mr. Joseph 
T. Wilt operated the mill. The need was short lived for soon 
it was possible to import flour to advantage. 

Horses played such an important part in the lives of the 
early settlers that livery barns were necessary to the busi- 
ness and social life of the times. Social standings was re- 
flected by the horses one drove. Fine horses were the pride 
of most communities. Some livery stables fed and groom- 
ed horses: others furnished places “to park’ horses 
while in town and were called ‘'tie barns” or “hitch barns.’ 
In 1861 William O. Perry had a harness shop -- of him the 
Newton County News said in 1891: ‘He keeps constantly 
on hand a full line of saddle harness, whips of al! kinds, 
horse brushes, curry combs and cards, buggy cushions, lap 
robes, dusters, and horse blankets in their season, anda 
complete line of saddlery hardware.” He later included his 
son, Harry Perry, who carried on the business. 

With horses so important in a rural pioneer community and 
stock in general so necessary to living, some one had to 
“doctor” the animals. J. J. Schuh was not a registered vet- 
erinarian, but a good horse doctor, they say. Accerding to 
rumor, one day a sick horse was brought in to his shop on 
a stone boat. After Mr. Schuh's ministrations, the horse 
was able to walk away under his own power. A Dr. Cole 
was a veterinarian in early times. A. Dr. Padgett, Dr. Bert 
Hess, Dr. Fay Broad, Dr. Tinder, Dr. R. L. Smith, and, at 
present, we have Dr. Charles F. White. 

The vanity of women is a constant influence in business. 
This was recognized in Kentland as early as 1866, causing 
S. M. Noble to set up a store advertising personal adorn- 
ment. J. R. Thompson had a jewelry store a little later, and 
in 1897 a Mr. Coulter repaired watches and sold jewelry 
and Singer sewing machines. In that same year, Charles 
Rinard came to Kentland and entered the jewelry and watch 
repair business. He also was a successful optician in con- 
nection with his jewelry store. Mr. Rinard retired in 1949 
concluded fifty-two years of business. Leonard LeBeau 
bought the business from Mr. Rinard in 1949, and the busi- 
ness now is known as LeBeau Jewelers. 

In 1946 Otto Boone retired from the drug business, and he 
and his wife opened a jewelry store in a new location. 
Since then, they have added a music store selling instru- 
ments, records, sheet music, etc. 

The need for feminine adornment that made the jewelry 
business prosperous was an asset to the milliners. In 1883 
Mrs. S. E. Cunningham had a good business with a trained 


trimmer. She also sold corsets and bustles. In 1895 Mrs. E. 
J. Padgitt operated a millinery store, and in 1897 Mrs. 
James Gauthier did the same. Later Nellie Riggs ‘trimmed’ 
for the women of town. At the present time Kentland has 
no ladies hat shop as such. 

Following the trend, the women of Kentland have for the 
past forty years patronized beauty parlors. Tressa Rust had 
an early shop. Present day shop owners and operators are: 
Emma Sands, Mildred Morton, Doris Oliver, and Jane Bold- 
man. 

Having one’s picture taken was something of a local past 
time when Kentland was young. Photography was a fairly 
new art, and very popular. 

Theodore Harnish set up a picture gallery here in 1874 and 
for years was the popular photographer in town. Most pic- 
tures of early settlers were taken by Harnish. John Hu- 
bertz followed Harnish and operated a successful photo- 
graphy business here for many years. In 1893 at the Chi- 
cago World's Fair, he won a gold medal for one of his 
entries in a photo exhibit. Albert Baumer, Jr., is the current 
photographer today. He has operated a studio in Kentland 
for eleven years. Recently he opened an ultra-modern studio 
on Main Street. 

Stores carrying numerous small items and gadgets early 
appealed to the shopper. These were known as chromo 
stores. The prosperous new Kentland community was al- 
ways up to date. George Gauthier had one of the first 
chromo stores. A Mr. Jones soon had a variety store. In 
1900 it became Jones and Fry, and later Fry alone. In 1885 
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Canders advertised: ‘Expenses light and 
goods cheap at the New York Novelty Store.” William 
Zimmerman has been in the same business i. e. variety store, 
for twenty-five years in the same location. 

The baker was very important to the community before the 
days of rapid transportation. Before 1870 George Hull 
baked bread and sweets for the town. One of the earliest 
bakers of Kentland was a man named Gauthier, then pro- 
nounced ‘‘Gatchee,’ who was the father of Louis Gauthier. 
Their son Ancel became a highly capable executive of one 
of Chicago's largest packing houses. There was continually 
a bakery business in Kentland until 1959 when Paul Step- 
hen closed the family bakery business. 

There seems to be a current opinion that our pioneer citi- 
zens were hirsute. Be that as it may, in 1870, S. Latten had 
a barber shop in Kentland. By 1882 D. E. Jennings adver- 
tised as a tonsoria! artist. In 1883 George Myers and George 
Bell and Charles McClain had an early shop, and by 1897 
Charles McClain was sole owner. In 1911 Chester Lough- 
ridge opened his shop, which is still being operated by his 
son Bernard, who took over in 1953 -- forty-two years of 
shaves and hair cuts in the Loughridge shop. This shop has 
been at the same location for a little more than twenty- 
five years. We now have three shops: Adam Styck, Bob 
Link, and Bernard Loughridge. 

Provision for amusements and recreation were not considered 
necessary in the pioneer town. A sparkling bit from the 
1870 Gazette said, ‘’Giggling young ladies in church are 
not reckoned very bright jewels.’ In 1885 the Newton 
County News had this comment in its personal news column, 
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There is no place to have a skating rink and no hall in 
which to dance; therefore the devil is losing ground. At 
least this is the opinion of some of our citizens.’ But in 
spite of this sentiment, some enterprising citizens gave the 
men a place to play pool. Frank Schuh, Everett Hess, Bert 
Graeber, and by 1900, Charlie Heilman had opened pool 
parlors. Adolph Roy had a bowling hall. In more recent 
years, Ed Wilson had a pool hall here. Early in 1900 Kent- 
land had recreation for young and old, in its first nicolo- 
dean theatre. Harvey Webber was the owner. Since then, 
Kentland has had almost continuous moving picture enter- 
fainment. 

The present Kent Theatre was owned and operated for a 
number of years by Mr. Dallas Cannon wha, upon retire- 
ment, sold the theatre to the Griffis family. Mr. J. P. Grif- 
fis has been managing the Kent Theatre for the past six 
years. ‘ 

Saloons were accepted as part of every pioneer business 
group. They were numerous in the early days. Not all own- 
ers names are available, for they did not advertise a great 
deal. No reference was found as to competitive prices. 
Peter Nichols owned the first recorded saloon in 1870. In 
1897 there were five saloons, a brewing,company and a 
liquor storage business. Tradition has it that during one of 
the fires, eleven saloons burned in one night. Today, Kent- 
land has a package liquor store, a wholesale beverage dis- 
tributor, and two cocktai! lounges. 

As horse barns and livery stables disappeared, garages 
appeared. Many of our prosperous citizens owned cars in 
the early part of this century and needed service and sales 
establishments. Joshua Wildasin owned the first car, a 
Glide, in 1903. Albert Thompson owned the second. Doctor 
Van Kirk was an early Buick owner. Early cars were ex- 
perimental and in frequent need of repairs. Legend has it 
that Dr. Van Kirk knew the parts catalog from inemory, 
and whenever Albert Schuh wanted to order parts from 
his catalog, it was easier to call Dr. Van Kirk for the cata- 
log numbers than look them up. Garages and auto ser- 
vices were offered by Albert and Wilfred Schuh in the early 
1900's. 

Pioneer car dealers for various makes are J. B. Cassidy -- 
now associated with his son in the Chevrolet-Buick agency; 
Floyd Hoover -- formerly of Porter & Hoover, now asso- 
ciated with Sondgerath Bros. in the Cadillac-Oldsmabile 
agency; Ray Porter now sole owner of Pontiac sales; John 
Cochrane -- former Buick dealer, now retired; Jerry Sond- 
gerath -- now sole owner of the former Sondgerath Bros. 
Company now known as Sondgerath Motor Company. The 
Ford Agency is currently owned and operated by Bernard 
}. Borman. — . 

After the fire of 1870, fire insurance salesmen found ready 
listeners. We do not have the names of those successful 
salesmen, but the twenty-one businesses that burned out 
were easy targets. Loca! attorneys no doubt took up this 
opportunity. In 1871 West and Peacock opened their real 
estate and insurance office. In 1881 Saunderson advertised 
surance and also listed six houses for sale. One of his 
ads read: ‘For sale -- a house and lot on Dunlap Street 
'n the town of Kentland. Good house with six rooms, good 


well, and shade trees. This property will be sold cheap.” 
In 1881 John Peacock conducted a like business and loaned 
money at 7%. 

Graham and Jones dealt in insurance and real estate and 
in 1882 John G. Davis was so engaged. In more recent 
times Henry Russell, Emory Towers, Girten, Merritt Wood, 
Harold Phend, Ellsworth Wilson, Harold Oliver, E:nma Plui- 
mer, and Agnes Molter sold insurance. At present we have 
the Cast Insurance Agency, Prairie Realty, Kent Realty, An- 
stett Insurance Agency, Raymond Bower Real Estate, Ho- 
ward Hiestand, Wilbur Olson, and John Webster serving 
the town as realtors and insurance brokers. 

The Discount and Deposit Bank was organized in 1873 by 
C. B. Cones. In 1875 Greenberry McCray, John Ade, and 
Litell Urmston purchased the bank from Mr. Cones. It was 
conducted under the name of Ade, McCray, and Co. In. 
1908 it was organized as a state bank and was named the 
Discount and Deposit State Bank. At the death of Mr. Mc- 

Cray in 1913, his son, Warren T. McCray, became presi- 

dent. It was in operation until 1923. 

The Kent State Bank was organized in 1910 with C. C. Kent 
as president and Angus D. Washburn as vice-president. The 

bank continued in business until 1931. 

The Newton County State Bank was operated from 1923 to 

1931 with Thomas Dixon as president and Richard Carton 

as Vice-president. 

The Kentland Bank was chartered in 1932, the last private 

bank organized in Indiana. Edgar Teague was president 

and Glen C. Tolin was vice-president. The bank was pur- 

chased in 1949 by Chafee Shirk and Robert Batton, Jr. who 

are now respectively president and vice-president and cash- 

ier. The bank began a long range reinodeling program in 

1950, culminating this year in the construction of a fine new 

building at the corner of Third and Graham. 

In 1927 the John Bergen family opened up a florist business 

which they operated successfully until 1947, when they sold 

it to Lawrence Walkup who carries on under the name of 

Lonepine Flora! Company. 

Before The City Water Works took over the water supply, 

every home had its own well. The first pipes for the con- 

veyance of water for both domestic and public purposes 

were laid in 1896. At this time, the stand pipe and elevated 

tank were erected. Our present water system was built in 

1910. Eugene Moshier was an early well digger and his 

son Clarence carried on the trade. The firm is now Moshier 

and Denton. In 1891 Eugene Moshier put this notice in the 

newspaper: ‘The thief that steals Jean Moshier's straw for 

cow feed: had better look out, for Jean is going to use Paris 

Green on the straw, and it will kill a cow as quick as tt 

will a potato bug.” 

Unique among Kentland professional men is Mr. John A. 

Bruck, who has been a prominent architect in Kentland since 

1905. For fifty-five years he has planned many of our 

homes and public buildings. 

For a great number of years, the Hopkins Electric Shop has 

been serving the community for al! types of electrical ser- 

vices. This business was begun by Michael Hopkins. Later 

it became M. E. Hopkins and Son when Martin Hopkins 

joined his father in the business. 
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For several years Kentland has had a dry cleaning shop. It 
was started by Tam Spencer in 1945 then carried on by 
Dale Jones in 1947. At the present tine James Dortons have 
a flourishing cleaning business known as the Hoosier Clean- 
ers which was established in 1955. 

People have always favored tailor-made clothes. It was 
important a hundred years ago when ready-mades were 
scarce. Much of the tailoring was done in larger centers 
with measurements sent in by local clothiers. Guy Rettinger 
and Fred Gayman took orders, while in 1901 John J. Runck 
advertised a tailoring company. This phase of the clothing 
business is now carried on by clothiers. In Kentland today 
these services are presently being handled by Sharpe's Store 
with Anna Rheude as owner and manager. This store deals 
with clothing for the entire family. Ashton's Ladies shop is 
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Gene Ashton. B and B 
Store, owned by Mr. Paul Bruck, caters to the male_needs 
in haberdashery. Mr. and Mrs. John Parr, owners of the 
Kentland Shoe Store, represent the only store devoted solely 
to this type of enterprise. 

In the first decades of Kentland's history only staples were 
secured at the grocery or general store. Today the house- 
wife purchases everything literally from soup to nuts at the 
local food markets. To care for the needs of food-loving 
residents there are two super-markets, Murphy's and the 
Grab-lt-Here. Bidwell’s Grocery and the Kentland Locker 
Plant also service food needs and offer services unique to 
each store. 

Kentland has fourteen filling stations; and, according to 
authentic report, these stations sel! more gallons of gas per 
population than stations anywhere else in the United States. 
The streets of Kentland in the first decade were kept pas- 
sable by crushed rock from the plentiful supply of limestone 


in the vicinity. John McKee had a stone company. W. V. 
Pluimer leased a portion of the S. A. Means farm for a 
quarry. This became the Newton County Stone Company. 
This limestone deposit is very unique, not the usual lime- 
stone deposit in composition or stratification. There is no 
evidence of any early upheaval of the earth here. About 
100 acres of this formation seem to date to the Silurain age 
deposits. They were probably much higher, then eroded to 
an island in the present age in surging water. Later depos- 
its were made against this monumental island. 

For a number of years Kentland had a cheese factory, open- 
ed in 1931, by Harold Foulkes. Mr. Reuben Blanke was 
associated in this business with Mr. Foulkes. The cheese 
factory was discontinued in 1949. 

Another industry which has been here for a considerable 
length of tine is Edw. J. Funk & Sons. The members of this 
corporation were pioneers in the hybrid seed corn business, 
organizing their company in 1935. They were quick to see 
that this was an ideal location for such a business, because 
of good soil and favorable climate for growing corn. Their 
hybrid seed corn ts distributed throughout the Corn Belt 
and in some foreign countries. 

About 1940 Dean W. Davis established a coil factory in 
the former Kentland Coliseum. It became the property of 
Dormeyer Industries in 1946, and is one of our properous 
industries. 

In August of 1954 Judson-Dunaway built a factory here 
(moving from Goodland after a fire) for manufacturing 
cleaning agents and powders. Since 1958 this company has 
become known as The Drackett Company. 

As Kentland celebrates its 100th birthday, we take plea- 
sure in noting a century of constant growth. We are proud 
of our flourishing businesses today. 


DOCTORS AND DENTISTS 


We have always been fortunate in having the services of 
fine doctors. In our first one hundred years, 24 doctors 
served this community. 

Dr. Jethro Hatch was the first doctor to locate in Kentland, 
coming here in 1860. He served in the Civil War, was a 
member of the United States Congress for one term, and 
wrote a book about Newton County entitled: RALPH, THE 
STORY OF BOGUS ISLAND. 

Dr. R. C. McCain began his long career of medicine in 1873. 
He not only was a physician but also ran a fine drugstore. 
He served two terms in the state senate. 

Dr. Geo. W. Van Kirk practiced in Kentland from 1905 to 
1956. He was a colorful personality, always drove a fast 
car, was an avid reader with a photographic mind, and 
was interested-and well-informed on national and interna- 
tional affairs. He served in World War | and II and was re- 
tired with the rank of Lt. Colonel. E 

Dr. Wm. C. Matthews served Kentland from 1911 to 1954. 


The late Dr. G. H. Van Kirk with his 1906 Auburn automobile. 
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He built Kentland’s only Clinic, a five-bed emergency has- 
pital, in connection with his office. 

Dr. R. S. Yegerlehner came to Kentland in 1939 to serve the 
health needs of the community and has been practicing here 
continuously since that time except for a period of service 
in the Navy during World War Il. An active citizen of the 
community, Dr. Yegerlehner has given much of his time to 
the advancement of our school system and at present acts as 
the president of the Kentland School Board. 

Dr. Leon Kresler returned to Indiana in 1957 when he took 
over the practice of the late Dr. Danie! Paul in the former 
Schuh home. An original Jasper county man, Dr. Kresler ts 
a valuable asset in serving our community healthwise and 
citizenwise. 

Pioneer communities often used the services of traveling 


dentists or of dentists from neighboring communities who 
came to town two days a week Dr. C. K. Roberts lived here 
before 1876, and Dr. K. L. Meyers early located as a den- 
tist in Kentland. 

Dr. H. T. Limp began his practice here in 1923 and has re- 
mained throughout the years esteemed not only for his ser- 
vice toward cominunity dental health but for his loyal civic 
spirit and sportsmanship. 

Dr. Fred Logan came to Kentland in 1946 and has remained 
in his practice of dentistry here continuously except for a 
two-year span, 1952 to 1954, when he was re-called to 
active duty with the Navy. Dr. Logan has been active in 
community affairs and at present time is serving the com- 
munity as president of the Kentland-Jefferson Township 
Pools. A: 


RES IPSA LOQUITUR 


by George F. Sammons 


The branch and bar of Newton County, as a topic, is close- 
ly involved in the history of the legal profession and the 
courts as related to Jasper County. We were once a part 
of it, but it was in 1860 that we came into our own asa 
county even though our court continued its association with 
Jasper County in the same judicial! circuit until 1933. But it 
was Kentland, after long and tiresome years of scrapping, 
which finally emerged as the capitol of our county for all 
time to become the center of the settlement of all disputes 
among our citizens. 

The barristers of the past have had their influence deeply 
felt by the succeeding generations of lawyers. There are 
sons and sons of sons of those who expounded their causes 
in Kentland more than sixty years ago, still carrying on and 
still quite mindful of traditions of the past. 


On Monday morning, August 27, 1860, the first term of 
court for Newton County was convened. At this term and 
on the following Wednesday, Samuel Brandon was arraign- 
ed for murder. On Thursday he was tried and convicted 
and sentenced for life. Who was there? The case appealed, 
affirmed, and reported in Vol. 16 indiana Reports, page 
197, shows a D. Mace as representing the accused and A. 
L. Roache and John L. Miller as representing the State. 
There is no evidence that any of these lawyers came from 
Kentland. It is interesting to note that the Newton Circuit 
Court started out with a bang and gave us something to 
shoot at, bUt, unfortunately, we have been bad shots. 

At the first term of court two orders were entered which 
are of passing interest and read as follows: ‘Ordered by 
the Court that P. D. Gallagher be allowed ten dollars for 
the rent of room to hold court in.” and “Ordered by the 
Court that H. Remington be allowed fifty-six cents for two 
candlesticks and one pound of candles.” 

At the first term of the Common Pleas Court convened on 
June 10, 1861, local lawyers listed were James Bissell, Sim- 
eon S. Powers and Albert G. Brown. Powers did not stay 


long. Bissell and Brown both enlisted with the Union forces 
and neither returned here to practice. Mr. Brown was re- 
membered more as a disrict school teacher and ‘would 
be” poet than he was a lawyer. He was the first man ad- 
mitted as an attorney, and it happened in an old shop fac- 
ing the Pennsylvania Railroad near the present Mullen 
Building and on the morning of the first day of the official 
Newton Circuit Court. Our late John Ade was present at 
the swearing in ceremony and also at the murder trail de- 
scribed above. 

Present records reflect our resident attorneys in chronologj- 
cal order of their appearnce as follows: William C. Rose, 
Oliver P. Henry, James B. Pottswood, William H. Martin, 
E. Littell Winston, James Wallace, James T. Saunderson, 
Edmund.H. O'Brien, William H. H. Graham, Peter H. Ward, 
Joseph R. Troxell, John H. Ash, William Darroch, William 
Cummings, John Higgins, Frank Comparet, T. B. Cunning- 
ham, Hume L. Sammons, R. R. Cummings, Ira Dixon, Ho- 
ward R. Hiestand, Agnes Molter, George F. Sammons, Ed- 
ward Barce, Ralph Bower, Newell A. Lamb, Clifford Shandy, 
Parker D. Hancock, John W. Barce, George M. Sammons, 
and Samuel E. Molter, Jr. Some others appeared and did 
not stay. 

Kentland has the proud distinction of being the site of a kil- 
ling which made legal history. Two of our 1893 attorneys ap- 
peared on opposite sides in the trial of that case, James 
T. Saunderson for the defendant and William Darroch as 
one of the attorneys for the State. The crime was commit- 
ted on the corner where our Town Hall now stands. The 
case is entitled Plummer -vs- The State and is reported in 
Vol. 135 Indiana Reports at page 308. The case goes on to 
say that our town board had made an order that Plummer 
trim his shade trees to which he objected. He became ex- 
cited and left his home with a loaded revolver and went 
to the Keefe Store (Red Bruck Store) inquiring for members 
of the town board and threatening to shoot them. Mr. Keefe 
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told him to go home and that no one would trim his trees; 
but a Mr. Elliott called out for town marshal Dorn, and El- 
liott was threatened with the gun. Plummer then started in 
the direction of his home and Marshal Dorn took out after 
him. When the marshal was about twenty feet from Plum- 
mer, he took out his revolver and ordered Plummer to give 
up his gun. Plummer walked on. Dorn dodged behind a 
tree and hit Plummer with his billy club knocking the pistol 
from Plummer's hand. Dorn then fired on Plummer, and 
Plummer returned the fire, killing Dorn. At the trial! Plum- 
mer was convicted of voluntary manslaughter and sen- 


tenced to fifteen years imprisonment. On appeal the con- 
viction was reversed, the court, in brief, holding that a 
man cannot be arrested without a warrant having been is- 
sued for his arrest. As marshal Dorn had not seen any of- 
fense committed, it was held that Plummer was, in effect, 
justified in killing him. The presentment of the case and the 
briefing of Mr. Saunderson of Kentland Bar set at rest the 
uncertain English law on the subject of arrest. The holding 
was promptly followed and became a precedent over the 
land and had its origin about 100 feet west of the once 
Dr. Glick corner. And you ve been there. 


COMMUNICATIONS AND UTILITIES 


by Greta Dixon 


To insure the growth of any community, it is necessary for 
many public services to be organized. Public minded indi- 
viduals must donate time and effort in planning for the 
safety and comfort of the citizens. So it has been in Kent- 
land. We find that many people have contributed much for 
us to be able to enjoy our blessings in this prosperous com- 
munity. 


NEWSPAPERS 


The organization of the County was soon followed by the 
establishment of Kentland’s first newspaper, The Newton 
County Chronotype. The first issue was published on Sept. 
26, 1860. This plant has continued under various names un- 
til the present time, it now being our Newton County En- 
terprise. The name was changed in 1867 to the Kentland 
Gazette and continued under that name until the owners, 
John G. Davis and John W. Randall, changed the name to 
the present name in 1891. J. V. Dodson and Harry Strohm 
were among the early owners. Charles M. Davis then pur- 
chased the paper and continued as its editor and publisher 
for forty years. During most of its existence, it has been 
Republican in politics. The present owner is Ward K. Bart- 
lett, and it continues to serve the needs of the community. 
The Newton County Democrat was established in 1862. Af- 
ter several years of a varied career, it was revived in 1884 
under the name of the Kentland Democrat by John B. Spotts- 
wood, who remained its manager until his death in 1893. 
In 1894 Edward J. Steinbach became its owner, after having 
worked in the business since he was twelve years old. The 
paper continued under the management of the Steinbach 
family until 1948 when it was sold to Mr. Ellis of Morocco 
and was later dissolved. During World War Il, Mrs. Mar- 
garet (Steinbach) Carlson operated the paper and lightened 
the hearts of many a serviceman with her column “To You 
In Service’. During this period, the paper was sent to every 
boy in this community that was in the Armed Forces. Local 
merchants, particularly Otto Boone and Geo. Tilton, under- 
wrote the cost of this project. Mr. Boone still prizes the 
numerous letters of appreciation he received from the ser- 
vicemen. 


UTILITIES 


Progress in Kentland took a big step forward in 1894 when 
a franchise was granted to the Kentland Heat, Light, and 
Power Co. Land was leased from J. J. Schuh, and the new 
plant erected during that summer. The first owner of the 
power plant was Presson Templeton, who later sold it to 
Edgar T. Presher. The plant was shut off at 11:00 each night, 
and parties or dances were either planned to be over be- 
fore that time or arrangements made in advance for kero- 
sene lamps or candles. On moonlight nights the street lights 
werent turned on. Tuesday was ironing day, and people 
in the community planned their work accordingly. About 
1912 the business was sold to the Interstate Public Service 
Company, who had the power franchise for most of the 
surrounding towns. The local plant was dismantled, and 
electricity was obtained from the general distributing plant 
in Monticello. 

The Kentland Telephone Company was organized in Feb- 
ruary of 1896 by William K. McCray. The office was first 
established in the upstairs of the building now occupied by 
Brown-Rainier Furniture Company. It was in the northeast 
corner of the building, and the operators could keep close 
tab on downtown gossip and happenings as well as ‘tend’ 
the old style switchboard. In 1905 the exchange was sold 
to Thomas Dixon with lines to Sheldon, Watseka, Morocco, 
Brook, Goodland, Fowler, Earl Park, and Raub. About 1908 
or 1909 a terrific sleet storm on Valentine's Day almost 
completely wrecked the system, and it was almost five 
months before the last phones were restored to service. 
Jacob White had the first country phone, and Albert Thomp- 


‘son and Fayette Strole were next with a two party line. 


The many destructive fires in Kentland prompted the citi- 
zens to turn their attention to the prevention of fires, and 
the result was the establishment of a water system. In 1896 
a water tower was built over a well about 1300 feet deep 
located on Seymour Street on a lot owned by the town. 
The well had originally been bored in an effort to find oil 
or gas, but neither was found and the result was a well 
with plenty of water with a strong medicinal taste and 
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Office of the Kentland Telephone Company in the early 1900's. Miss Sadie Johnston is at the switch- 


board. The office was located above what is now the Rainer-Brown Furniture Company. 4497035 


strong corroding powers. A gasoline pump was used to 
pump the water into the tower, which system turned out to 
be both expensive and unpredictable, but it did help great- 
ly in the fighting of fires. : 

In 1910 the water system was improved by installing new 
pumping machinery over two wells located in the Fair- 
ground Addition. These new wells furnished good and 
wholesome water in sufficient quantities to supply the needs 
of the town. A substantial brick pumping station was erect- 
ed later. The water system is municipally owned. 


RAILROADS 


Hopes of securing railroad facilities were entertained as 
early as 1852, but it was not until two-years later that any 
definite plan was urged. About this time, a line of road 
was projected from New London, Ohio, to Chicago, but 
the plans were dropped in 1857. Although considerable 
enthusiasm developed from time to time and much com- 
petition between Kankakee and Rensselaer as to the line the 
proposed railroad would take out of Fort Wayne, the pro- 
ject was eventually dropped. 

The Logansport and Peoria Railroad was built thru the 
southern part of Newton County in 1859, and the first train 
passed over the road on Christmas Day of that year. This 
road was constructed before there was any general settle- 
ment in this part of the county and ran most of the way 
thru an open prairie. In July, 1860, the gross receipts for 
the line for the first six months of operation was $25,000.00. 
The Superintendent adds ‘The local business of the road is 
quite small. From the dividing line between the States of 
Illinois and Indiana eastwars' to Reynolds Station, the junc- 
tion with the New Albany and Salem Railroads, the country 
is very thinly settled and but slightly improved. At Kent's 
Station, four miles east of the I!linois State line, a village 
is rapidly springing up, which will tend to draw grain and 
other produce to this point for shipment.” This line has 


long been a part of the Pennsylvania Railroad system and 
contributed greatly to the early development of Kentland. 
During the early days, before a depot was erected, a pas- 
senger wishing to board the train gathered a quantity of. 
prairie grass and fired it to attract the attention of the en- 
gineer. 

The Chicago, Indiana, and Southern line was built thru 
Kentland in 1905. This was a part of the great New York 
Central system. 

It hardly seems possible now, when we have no passenger 
trains thru Kentland, that at one time a total of twelve pas- 
senger trains a day serviced the town. 


POSTOFEIGE 
From the records of the National Archives and Records Ser- 


vice, it is found the Post Office was first established as Kent 
on August 20, 1860, with John Peacock as the first Post- 


The first railroad station in Kentland -- the Logansport and Peoria Sta- 
tion where the Pennsylvania station now stands. 
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Irvin “Dad” Clinton 
Rural mail carrier for twenty-seven years. 


Greta Dixon 
Present Postmistress of Kentland. 


master. The name was changed to Kent Station on October 
21, 1860, and then later to Adriance in 1864. In July of 
1868 the name was finally changed to Kentland, and Os- 
car Phelps was Postmaster at that time. 

An early mail route including Kent was established from 
State Line (via Kent, Tivoli, Carpenters, Cleremont, Rey- 
nolds, Monticello, Hanna, Burnettsville, & Crooked Creek) 
to Logansport. The contractor was R. B. Mason of Chicago, 
and he was paid at the rate of $50.00 per mile per annum 
for twelve trips a week. 

In 1903 the first rural routes were established with John 
Lowe and William Romig as the first rural carriers. Upon 
the retirement of John Lowe in 1920, the present rural car- 
rier, Irvin C. Clinton, took over the route and later upon the 
retirement of William Romig in 1933, the two routes were 
combined. ‘'Dad" Clinton has been the carrier of the com- 
bined route since that time. 

Mud, cold, heat, dirt, snow, rain, and balky horses were 
only a few of the trails and hazards of the early carriers. 
It was not uncommon for the carriers to come in as late as 
10:00 P. M. from their routes with frozen toes and fingers. 
The advent of the ‘Model T"’ car was a luxury of the great- 
est magnitude to the early rural carriers. 

Village delivery service was established in Kentland in 1928 
thru the efforts of Harry Strohm, a retiring Postal Inspector. 
Jacob Rieger was the first village carrier. 

The local post office has shown a steady growth in receipts 
from a third class to second class office in 1938. With a 
continued growth, we can expect it to advance to first class 
within a few years. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


The early history of Kentland is marked by numerous dis- 
asterous fires. The first record of an organized Volunteer 


Jacob Rieger 


First village mail carrier. 


Fire Department was in 1870. In 1871 a Babcock extin- 
guisher was purchased; and, if the fires were discovered 
before they had made too much headway, this extinguisher 
seemed to be fairly efficient. Mostly, however, bucket bri- 
gades were used to fight the fires, and they would usually 
be manned by both men and women. This method probably 
saved the entire town from burning on many occasions. 
About 1892 a Howe engine was purchased which demon- 
strated its value many times. In 1920 a chemical auto fire 
truck replaced the manpower drawn apparatus, and since 
that time fires have been held to a minimum. The Fire De- 
partment is still on a volunteer basis. E. C. Ball is the pre- 
sent fire chief. 

ROADS 
When roads were first built in the county, they went by the 
most direct route from one point to another without regard 
to section lines. 
But, as the county settled, roads began to be located on 
established lines, such as section or quarter section lines. 
After a time, as the travel was confined to lanes, the roads 
in the spring of the year were practically impassable. It 
was thought that one of the drawbacks to the improve- 
ment of the whole region was the admitted fact that we 
could never have any permanent good roads because of 
the lack of gravel and stone. 
However, gradual improvement was made; and, in 1910, 
Newton County ranked high in the number of miles of good 
stone roads within its borders. At this time, there was a 
total of 150 miles of improved roads built at a cost of ap- 
proximately $2000.00 per mile. 
The strategic location of Kentland at the interesection of 
three major highways U. S. 24, U. S. 41, and U. S. 52 has 
had much to do with the growth and development of the 
town in more recent years. 
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE ADE 


(An Original Manuscript. Courtesy George Ade Davis) 


My father was John Ade, born at Lewes, England, and his 
mother’s maiden name had been Hazleton. My mother's 
name was Adaline Bush and my maternal grandmother was 
an Adair. This wing of the tribe came to Ohio and Ken- 
tucky by way of the Carolinas. | am English on my father’s 
side, American-Scotch-Irish on my mother's side and came 
on the scene as a Hoosier, at Kentland, Indiana, February 
9, 1866, the next to the youngest of seven children and the 
youngest of the boys. From the time | could read, | had my 
nose in a book, and | lacked-enthusiasm for manual labor. 
After high school | attended Purdue University,- taking the 
scientific course because | had no ambition to be an engi- 
neer or an agriculturist. A star student as a Freshman but 
wobbly later on and a total loss in Mathematics. In 1887 | 
received my B.S. from Purdue and the same school gave me 
an L.H.D. in 1926. Indiana University made me an L.L.D. in 
1927, but | am seldom addressed as ‘'Doctor.”’ 

Between 1887 and 1890 | did all sorts of work for two La- 
fayette newspapers and rather enjoyed a brief experience 
with a company making patent medicines and developing a 
health resort. Went to Chicago in 1890 and found a job as 
reporter on the staff of The Morning News, later known as 
The Record. By 1892 | was covering outside assignments, 
such as the Homestead strike in Pennsylvania and the Sulli- 
van-Corbett fight at New Orleans. All during the Colum- 
bian Exposition of 1893 | wrote special ‘human interest” 
stories about the World's Fair. From the fall of 1893 until 
1900 had charge of a two column story department, the 
illustrations provided by John T. McCutcheon, who had 
been my friend at Purdue and with whom | roomed for 
many years. In 1900 | did my last newspaper work and 
went out to China, Japan, and the Phillipines on a visit. Be- 
fore that | had been to Europe twice and published five 
books. My early story stuff was intended to be “realistic”, 


“and | believed firmly in short words and short sentences. 


By a queer twist of circumstances | have become known to 
the general public as a “humorist and a writer of ‘'slang.”’ 
| never wanted to be a comic or tried to be one. The play- 
ful vernacular and idiomatic talk of the street and the fanci- 
ful figures of speech which came out for years under the 
heading of ‘Fables in Slang’ had no relation whatever to 
the cryptic language of the underworld or the patois of the 
criminal element. Always | wrote for the “family trade’ and 
| used no word or phrase which might give offense to mother 
and the girls or a professor of English. 

Having been absurdly in love with the theater for years | 
found time, after | began syndicating my Fables in 1900, to 
make a shy attempt at writing for the stage. A talented 
young Englishman named Alfred: Wathall induced me to 
write the book and verses for a musical satire to be called 
“The Sultan of Sulu’ and produced by a club of aspiring 
amateurs, Wathall doing the music. Henry Savage, well- 


George Ade 


known as a manager, induced us to permit him to give our 
light opera a professional production. It was whipped into 
shape.and made a success. Later on | wrote the dialogue 
and ‘‘lyrics’’ for musical pieces known as ‘Peggy from 
Paris, ‘The Sho Gun,” ‘‘The Fair Co-Ed,’ and “The Old 
Town." The plays without music which might be worth re- 
membering were ‘The County Chairman,” “The College Wi- 
dow,’ ‘Just Out Of College,’ and “Father and the Boys.” 
| had three failures. 

In 1905 | took up a permanent residence at Hazelden Farm 
near Brook, Indiana, and within fifteen miles of my birth- 
place. | have been away from this place very few summers 
since that time but the wanderlust was upon me every au- 
tumn. On checking up | learn that | have been to Europe 
ten times, cruised through the West Indies eleven times, 
visited China and Japan four times, and also, | have looped 
the globe twice. 

Ever since | settled down in the country | have been involv- 
ed in activities which did not call my name to the attention 
of the general public but which have been an interesting 
part of my career. In 1908 | was a delegate to the Repub- 
lican National Convention and a member of the Notifica- 
tion Committee. Mr. Taft opened his campaign on my home 
grounds at Hazelden. Four campaigns later (1924) Gen. 
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Dawes closed his speaking tour at Hazelden. 

In 1910 | was elected Grand Consul of the Sigma Chi col- 
lege fraternity and gave most of my time for two years to 
an effort to arouse and organize the ‘brothers.’ During the 
World War | was a member of the Indiana State Council of 
Defense, directing publicity. From 1913 to the present time 
(1933) | have promoted the Hazelden Country Club which 
has attractive buildings and a good golf course adjoining 
my home. Ten years ago David Ross, a worthy graduate of 
Purdue and now President of the Board of Trustees, invited 
me to go with him on an enterprise which involved the pur- 
chase of sixty-five acres of land, the incorporating of the 
Ross-Ade stadium, high up on a majestic hill overlooking 
the campus and the Wabash Valley. It was not a million- 
dollar extravagance. A glacial drift, some time ago, did 
most of the excavating. It seats 25,000 people and is al- 
most a replica of the stadium at Athens. Purdue began to 
climb toward Big Ten ascendancy on the day we dedicated 
the stadium. 

For quite a number of years | paid more .attention to Pur- 


due and various activities in my home state than | did to” 


The late George Ade at work in his study at his Hazelden country home. 
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writing for the magazines. 

| have done a number of short plays which have been played 
many times: ‘Mrs. Peckham's Carouse,” ‘‘Marse Covington,’ 
“The Mayor and the Manicure,” and “Nettie.” The moving 
pictures for which | wrote the stories include ‘Back Home 
and Broke,’ and ‘Our Leading Citizen.’ | wrote others; 
but, by the time they arrived on the screen, they bore no 
resemblance to what | had turned in at the studios. 

! am a bachelor but | prefer to live in my own home. My 
enthusiasms include golf, travel, horse-racing, and the 
spoken drama. My antipathies are social show-offs, bigots 
on religion, fanatics on total abstinence, and all persons 
who take themselves seriously. | read all the periodicals, 
sober and frivilous, sacred and profane, and try to know 
what is going on in the world. | have card-index memory 
for the words and music of old hymns, old popular songs, 
and old ‘numbers’ from the light operas of day before 
yesterday. | love to put on big parties or celebrations and 
see a throng of people having a good time. 

As | have a certain rating as an author, perhaps | should 
mention that the books number twenty, not counting some 


48". 4 


brit Sabrnasn hye 


-snisopom sat vol pritiy 


<4 7 > } { rhs 


bavynl 4 wv lo redmun np snol 
MOTH e2i 2u010. 2 moras 2M 
icv orl I ttiebi bono s7vsa nom sdt bane 10 4 36 
noH Asap abulom zencle aq) etomw | dainw 10h za2ulsiq 
vattte stoaw | saiiD> gribool wO" bro \sa008 bro 
on god yet sere silt no bevinn ysdi-smil oat yd jud 
sorte all to ni beniu! bod | todw ol eane!idingesy 
“M smad awo ym niesvil of r9}s1q ! jud releds0d 0 mn I 
ott bao. ,eaivor,eeiod lsvor ‘lop sbulsni emenizurins 
id ,2tio-wore lo1302 97D zenttogitno YM comonb passtog2 
rig 2 Gy ite toro weanantzde ioiot ac sifonnl norgaigo fata) 
osipeiisd ait! tie Hos: | yvlevorise eavl ema atol Oslw 
wend of yi bao sandler bao borne 2zvoeliviit bap isdoz 
Homem «ebnvebwo svordt | ibhow adi ni ao yrjop 21. teortw 


»gno2 rolugeg blo zamyd ble lo dizwm bra zbi0w art 10} 
Blo bno 
Yobiples « 


mnt beeg o ginved glgoog lo gaol 5 e82 


noted Yo eoisge tfpil edt moat eertinun” 


‘ 
bre eneinideslss to 2gitsog oi no tuqol svctl 


hivede | zqoridg wordiun no eb prifor oinitas o ovod | 


sme2 guitiuos ton yvitew! tacdiaua zadod sit loll nodnam 


| RE - ‘ ad 


J2bisxsoH to wot pniplodda 
tos idD aiepi2 dt to luenoD brani bets 
O} 4ioay owt 10) sim ym is tzom SvVOpD bre he : 


20w 10 Qs. 
1 agel 
Q eisdtoid edt SS1NOp 10 bio sevoTe ol ho 1 
ia fisnvoed sgint2 onorbnt edt to xedimem o sow T> 
amit ineeaig alt of CFR) mod .vtioilded iid 
doilw dulD yitauo> neblesoH sit batomeig ov 
guiniojhp s2ivo> Hog boop o bao epniblivd syitDo 
to sipubs1® XYdhow © 2208 bivod oon nosy met. 
bativnn o9t2u1T to bipe® ot to 'nebiesnd wen iw 
ug sft bevioval daidw. sei 21419102.12_ NO wid cHiw sens 
ant to pnitoroqioan edt .brol to 28790 syit- ying sgh 
prvloohave lid sizajom o no qu dpid cowibete 9 
agillim © to; yalinY déodoW ot baw eg 
bib ,ogn snyit omee Hib Inianlp A »osnegoverxe1 
‘+o 2) bab sigo9q-000,86 etose t! ritovnane ort 
of noped subw? \anadtA to muibote ort to opilqes pf 
bolpaibab 4w yob ont “o YSnobregep sel gid browot de 
fm 
au of nounatip, s9om bing | 2109% lo tedmun a) Up 


of bib Lngdt state amod yr ni e9itivitap aveneay ban, vb 
- =~ 


ye) Posey 


1 20w dl ; 


tom 


eight or ten published plays. Those not containing Fables 
may be listed as follows: ARTIE, PINK MARSH, DOC 
HORNE, IN PASTURES NEW, THE SLIM PRINCESS, SINGLE 
BLESSEDNESS AND OTHER OBSERVATIONS, BANG! BANG!, 
and THE OLD-TIME SALOON. 

| nearly forgot to say that | am a member of the National 
Institute of Arts and Letters and on the Executive Committee 


of the Authors Guild, and, under an alphabetical arrange- 
ment, my name was first on the list of those selected to di- 
rect the efforts of the Association for the Repeal of the 
Eighteenth Amendment. | belong to no secret orders, and 
| do not choose to make speeches or listen to speeches. 
(Editor's Note: George Ade died May 23, 1944.) 
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The Hazelden Country Home of George Ade wtih formal flower garden in foreground. 
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OUR TALL GRASS HALL OF FAME 


(Excerpts from George Ade’s Original Manuscripts. Courtesy George Ade Davis) 


“About fiffeen years ago, at White Sulphur Springs, | was 
talking with George W. Stevens, retired President of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway. At that time he was still 
active in the affairs of the company, although he had come 
fo a ripe old age. Suddenly he asked me, ‘Are you any 
relation to John Ade of Kentland, Indiana?” 

“He was my father.” , k 
“Where were you born?" 

| told him still wondering what it was all about. He began 
to chuckle. He had been a telegraph operator at the rail- 
way station in our town in the late sixties and early seven- 
ties when Jim Richey was the station agent. He remembered 


the names of all of the early settlers and told of his ex- 
periences at the old Kent Hotel and of killing unbelievable 
numbers of prairie chickens and ducks out on the wild and 
watery prairies. When | got back to Kentland, | began to 
question some of the old-timers. Yes, they remembered 
George Stevens. He's been operator at the depot when Jim 
Richey was agent--a quiet, well-behaved fellow, not overly 
bright but nothing wrong with him. Not one of them knew 
that he had worked his way up to the presidency of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. About all they could tell 
was, ‘He went away from here.” 

Why do people who are born in Indiana go elsewhere to 
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take the spotlight. One explanation is that they leave our 
intellectual stronghold for fields of endeavor in which the 
competition will not be so keen. 

ob 
George McCutcheon once told me that his books sold well 
everywhere in Indiana, except Lafayette. 
Ray Hall came back from college and fooled around for a 
while, without getting anywhere, so he headed for the east 
and the next thing we know he was Editor in Chief of the 
Pathe News. 
Tomm Gott could play the cornet before he took part in 
World War I, but after he came home he couldn't do any- 
thing with it. We knew he was good but we didn't know 
how good until he had played with Paul Whiteman and 
was said to be getting $300 a week. Later, he had a band 
of his own. ; 


One day last winter | was chatting with Mrs. Harry F. Sin- 
clair out at the Hialeah Race Track (Miami). Her husband 
is the oil magnate and owner of thoroughbred gallopers. 
She is most affable and attractive. "We come from the 
same town,” she said, ignoring some racing information 
which | was trying to whisper to her...'’ "You mean Chi- 
cago? ‘That isn't your town, | mean Kentland--where you 
were born.’ Sure enough Mrs. Sinclair had been Elizabeth 
Farrell when she lived in Kentland with her Aunt Margaret, 
who operated a millinery shop. About the turn of the cen- 
tury, the maiden lady and her young niece migrated to In- 
dependence, Kansas. She met Harry Sinclair, who was get- 
ting out of the drug business and beginning to develop oil 
wells. They were married in 1903. Mrs. Sinclair and | had a 
nice long talk and not once did either of us call attention 
to the fact that it's a small world.” 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE ADE DAVIS 


| was born in Kentland in 1884, worked for Bluford Light 
and Charles Roe on their farms during summer vacations, 
graduated from Purdue in 1906, where‘! was one of the 
two first members of the School of Forestry, the other be- 
ing the late Arthur Haltom of Mooresville and Indianapolis. 
| attended Butler College two years and worked as a re- 
porter for the Lafayette Morning Journal and The Indiana- 
polis Star and Sentinel. Later | was employed by the Chi- 
cago Journal. | composed the music for a number of the 
Purdue Harlequin Club productions, one of these being 
“The Fair Co-Ed” which Elsie Janis took to stardom and 
the book of which was written by George Ade. | wrote a 
number of musical ballads with Arthur Gillespie, who com- 
posed lyrics for the ever popular “Absence Makes the 
Heart Grow Fonder.” 

| spent a number of years in show business as press agent 
and Business Manager of the Studebaker and Ziegfeld 
Theatres in Chicago and en tour with Douglas Fairbanks, 
Sr., on his first starring venture, Elsie Janis, Fritzi Scheff, 
Mme. Sarah Bernhardt, Raymond Hitchcock, and others. | 
was Assistant General Manager of the Chicago Musical 
College with Dr. Florenz Ziegfeld, when sent to the Mexi- 
can Border in 1916 with the First Cavalry, Illinois National 
Guard. Shortly after return to civilian life, | was ordered to 
duty as a First Lieutenant the same week that war with Ger- 
many was declared and was an Instructor in the Cavalry 
Troop at Ft. Sheridan for the First Officers’ Training Camp. 
At the close of the Training Camp | was promoted to Cap- 
tain and ordered to Camp Grant, Illinois, where | assisted 
in the organization of the 86th Infantry Division. Sent over- 
seas, | reached France, via England, and when my division 
was broken up for replacements during the Meuse-Argonne 
Campaign, | was assigned to the 341st Machine Gun Batta- 
lion, 89th Division, which | joined at Stenay on the Meuse 
River. | went with this division as a part of the Army of 
Occupation, remaining in Germany, and served both the 
line and Staff, winning promotion to Major. As a member 
of the Advance Party to the Embarkation Port | preceded the 


Brigadier General George A. Davis, Army, 
United States (Retired) 


Division to Brest, France, and landed in the United Stated 
in June, 1919. | was one of the few officers named by the 
Pershing Board to the Initial General Staff Eligible List aiter 
the war. 

Early in 1920, | joined the Oklahoma Gas and Electric Com- 
pany at Oklahoma City and remained with that organiza- 
tion until | retired as President and Chairman of the Board 
in November of 1949. When | joined it, gas and electric 
service was provided for twenty-seven cities and towns and 
assets were listed at 47 million dollars and income at 7 
million dollars. The company today serves 261 cities and 
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towns with assets of 300 million dollars and a gross of 60 
million. | have been an officer and Board member since 
1928, longest member in point of service. Before retiring | 
selected to succeed me another Hoosier-born graduate of 
Butler College. 

In 1924 | joined the 45th Division, composed of Guard 
Troops from Oklahoma, Colorado, New Mexico, and Ari- 
zona, moving successively to Machine Gun and Howitzer 
Officer, Intelligence Officer, and finally as Colonel to Chief 
of Staff in 1939, succeeding the Late Lt. General Raymons 
McLain, who commanded an Army Corps under Genera! 
Patton in World War Il, the highest ranking Guard Officer 
since the Civil War. | was appointed State polar! Gener- 
al by Governor Kerr in 1940. 

| carry the retired rank of Brigadier General, Army a3 the 
United States, after 34 years of service ct Guard, Re- 


serve, and Army, a Major General's commission in the Ok- 
lahoma Guard, and hold one of the five Distinguished Ser- 
vice Medals awarded by that organization. | served as State 
Adjutant General for six years; operated a cattle ranch near 
the Oklahoma-Texas border on Red River; 
and State Commander of the American Legion, and a Board 
Member or President of The Oklahoma State Fair (two 
years), The Oklahoma Union Soldiers Home, The State Mili- 
tary Academy at Claremore, Missouri Valley Electric Asso- 
ciation, and served on boards of the Salvation Army, Ad 
Club, Lions Club, Provident Association, State War Council, 
Oklahoma University Endowment Fund, and numerous others. 
| reside in the country near Oklahoma City and have no im- 
mediate family. Mr. George McCray and Mrs. LuEthel Ade, 
of Kentland, are cousins. 


was both Post 


ARTISTS, MUSICIANS AND PROMINENT CITIZENS OF KENTLAND 


by Anna K. Means and Mrs. Alva Herriman 


Birdice Blye 


Kentland has produced some men and women who have 
gone far in their chosen fields of activity. Several have dis- 
tinguished themselves both at home and abroad. We have 
had many fine musicians, but there are three who attained 
fame beyond our community. 

Birdice Blye was a concert pianist and a brilliant violinist, a 
granddaughter of John Peacock, one of Kentland’s earliest 
businessmen. She studied in New York City under Raphael 
Joseffy ( a pupil of Liszt) and in Europe under Anton Ruben- 
stein. Birdice played with many of the great European or- 
chestras. Later she returned home, taught music and esta- 
blished a musical culture for Kentland. 

Tom Gott will be remembered for his brilliant trumpet play- 


ing with the town band from 1911 to 1918, the outbreak of 
World War |. He served with the American Expeditionary 
Forces, was discharged in France, and toured Europe with 
Goby Peslys Review. When he returned to the United States, 
he played with several big name bands: Vincent Lopez, 
Wolf Cahn, Paul Whiteman, and Al Goodman. Later Tom 
devoted his talent almost exclusively to musical shows, 
where he won great acclaim as a trumpet solist. 

Anna Means was born in 1873 on a farm near Kentland. 
On her sixteenth birthday, she received an A.D. Chase 
piano, the first one in this pioneer country. She studied 
piano first under Birdice Blye, then at the Philadelphia Mu- 
sical Academy, and at Oberlin Conservatory in Ohio. After 
graduation, she began her long and successful teaching 
career with time out whenever possible for further study. 
She studied one year in Berlin and had eight summer terms 
at the Chicago Musical College, where she received her 
Master's Degree. Two of Anna's important teaching posi- 
tions were: Mid-Pacific Institute in Hawaii and the Wis- 
consin State School for the Blind. 

In addition to George Ade, there were other writers who 
have gained wide recognition. 

John Ade, father of George Ade, authored the book New- 
ton County 1853 - 1911. For additiona! information con- 
cerning John Ade, turn to the article entitled Early Families. 
William W. Pfrimmer is known as ‘the Kankakee poet.’’ He 
taught school for many years then served as Superintendent 
of Newton County Schools from 1889 to 1899. After hear- 
ing James Whitcomb Riley give a program, Will said, 
can write just as good poetry; and he proceeded to do so. 
He wrote Driftwood, a collection of Hoosier dialogue 
poems, and many other smaller volumes. 

Dr. George Carrothers is both a writer and an educator. 
He graduated from Kentland High School, Indiana Univer- 
sity, and received his doctorate from Columbia University. 
For many years he was superintendent of all American 
schools in the Phillipine Islands. He returned to the United 
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Tom Gott, Musician 


States to be Dean of the School of Education at Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio. From there he went to the Uni- 
versity of Michigan as head of the Department of Educa- 
tion. At present he is Dean Emeritus, in charge of educa- 
tional extension work at Michigan University. He has had 
several books published which outline courses of study for 
colleges. 

Dr. John F. Yegerlehner graduated from the Kentland High 
School in 1948 and from Indiana University in 1952, re- 
ceived his Masters Degree in 1954, and his doctorate in 
1956, (Anthropology and Linguistics). In 1952 he wrote a 
textbook for Indiana University Linguistic Department, 
Spoken Latvian, to be used only in the University. John 
worked several years in New Mexico on Tewa Indian Lan- 
guage. He taught in the Linguistic Department, Indiana Uni- 
versity, from 1952 to 1953 and at the University of Arizona, 
1956 to 1959. At present Dr. Yegerlehner is at Malang, In- 
donesia, Project Chairman of the English Language Teacher 
Training Program, Project of the Ministry of Education of 
the State University of New York. 


_ Dr. Richard Kohls graduated from our local schools. He 


received his Bachelor of Science degree from Purdue Uni- 
versity in 1939, Masters Degree from Missouri University in 
1948, and his doctorate from Purdue University in 1950. At 


\ 


John Ade, Author, 


Anna K. Means, Musician 


present he is teaching economics at Purdue University. His 
textbook, Marketing of Agricultural Products, is used in over 
30 colleges. Another textbook is to be published this year. 
Recently Richard was appointed by Agricultural Secretary 
Benson to the United States Department Advisory Commit- 
tee on Agricultural Economics. 
Mrs. Howard C. Washburn has had a prominent part in the 
field of religion. She was elected a member of the Nation- 
al Executive Committee of Presbyterian Women in June, 
1954. (A 4-year term with no reelection) 

This committee, composed of ten women chosen from wide- 
ly separated areas of the United States, is responsible for 
duties which include speaking assignments, preparation of 
study materials, decisions in policy matters, and general con- 
tact for Presbyterian women in the United States as well as 
other parts of the world. They represent the membership 
of approximately one and three quarter million women with 
a yearly budget of $5,000,000 used in educational and 
medical work around the world. 

In 1956 Mrs. Washburn went to Cuba on a 3-week speaking 
and fellowship tour. In 1956 she was a member of a com- 
mittee of five who went to visit Presbyterian colleges and 
universities throughout the United States. 


IN POLITICS, TOO, KENTLAND HAS SHARED IN THE NATIONAL PICTURE 


Dr. Jethro Hatch came to Kentland in 1861, a graduate of 
Rush Medical School. He was the first physician to practice 
here. In 1862 he was appointed Assistant Surgeon to the 
36th Regiment of the Illinois Infantry. Soon he was promot- 
ed to Surgeon and continued in the service until the end of 
the Civil War. He then returned to Kentland and resumed 
his medical practice. Dr. Hatch was elected to the United 
States Congress in 1895. Darwin Hatch, his son, was the 
first editor of the magazine, Motor Age. 

Warren T. McCray was a public spirited man of broad and 
varied interests. He was active in the banking, farming, 


live stock, and grain business, owning many elevators 
throughout this district. Through his efforts the public li- 
brary was built, the city streets were macadamized and 
lighted. 

Mr. McCray attained wide fame in the livestock industry 
as a breeder and a developer of hereford cattle. He was 
known as the ‘Hereford Cattle King,” and his Orchard Lake 
stock farm attracted livestock men from both North and 
South America. 

In 1921 Mr. McCray was elected Governor of the State of 
Indiana. 


AD Tc 


ae a aa ee eae ea a ae oe oe 


\ 
? 


P oe 
FE 2 om, ad * 
ae ¥ 
tie ie 
ain oa ee 
A wh fi y »S 
~ 7 ‘oan i 
" y 
y ae a ea 
5 ve rf tf 
‘ 
: ies ; 
a * 
ai Yoo bets 
= ae ‘% 
q ~~ a] 
{ 
{ ~ 
4 
: ‘ 
7 7% 
} ‘ Shi 
- 
: |} eal » RI ) \ : : 
- 
é t co fen fits ' 1 
' ‘ a 
i! a rif i ) i le 
f bp sow. ! 
‘ ' 
1 tite J t € 
moor 4 
; bond 2 Ww iV A 
Omri : r ba G 2t } ! 
‘ 
\ | Ta 44] i to soatt myo. a¥ 1/9 
: ! on iw mt 1 5 j h 
y en e ; ; | outro an : 
r 
t " * 
- ' jeer 2 i anf te 2oeIb bate «! 
4 { t 
On was “ise oSeaq2 ) DIV priVvea 
1 INSsTsp OHO .219,/0OMm for at 2noiipab jztoneiom youre 
> Haw eo estote bstin' edt ni nemow nenetyds: J 7ot tont 


bhow sAf4o 2hod tanta 


1ac16 to 
4 


givlaisde am Sri trezstqe: yan! 
tHtiw oem Agility titoHUb Set gino yiglomixo 
beeu 000,000.22 to lsgbud 

bhow sit baud atow losibsm 
nude WN aA Sc.8T al 


ena | | 


5! ittew 


wot q oliet ban 


16 1edmen Oo cow ode 
d2eiF fiziv ot inaw nS svil to sstim 


att tuodquordt zoiteravien 


ao nplaivd 
estol2 batinU 


tovele yaom ghinwo e2emeud ning bie Adele ovil 


Hoth 


te AO ee ES —— eR ERE 
7 
a 

~ > 
c 


+ sitdua ant lt Rg zid dpuowT tointerb eutt jwonguetnt 

gisw zisatte tio ont thud enw yioxd 

boidosl 

eizubai Asatzevil ort m emot shiw ba yor 25M aM 

sliter biciaed to raqolaysb bao ebesid p eo 

sdodbiadorO zid bao “pnt altel bsaterlt oft 20 nwoas 
boo dholt dtod mort nem jootzovil betaoilin hibish ae pistes 

p2niemA dtuoe 

lo stol2 adt to 1eni9VoO betsale zaw yorDoM am FART ni 

spond brt 


brag hesune 330m 


nits 


20w oh 


ial 


oh ndol 


SHUTOIT JAMOITAM SHT Ml GaaAHe cA aAITAa OOT 2d! MMOs 7a) 


aoe 


emiun\ Mes) aot 


oiM to noitepsubd to |: sorlae ant io oar ec 
iny ott hina aroisd? mon .ont@ bok , 
pubs Fo. ine smhogad otto bost zn apt Ai 
subs Yo apna ab eutham! noeG 4 eM 
( 20nf aH .ytiatavinW popioM to Aow 


uta te 2e2tuos em'fug Abin. bedaldug een 


‘ 


fot bnoliasA adbeast batoubaag eridals Aa 
31 291 fl yhetoviad engin! mow ro Be 
nm stimretzob tid bro b2@! ni soiget ste a 
stoyw ant S@9l al (estteiugsil bro ygolage 
Joarheqed ‘siteidgnid ytiaveyinw opine a 
adol tava sdt-ni ylno bezu sd ot aon pe 
nod noibal pwst fo oplxeM wot mm emey Ie Riper be 
inU caoibal tnamhnged oitalugri act ab iA 
onoghA te xherevia.odt to bn Ede ol cet one 
el panlatA to A jendsliapeY 0 tneaang me ie 
refhpal sgogupaed dziipnd edi 2 OPM I 
lo holtnsdbe to “nim ant to-ajout « 
anoY walt to ve . 
eH .2loodoe tooo! wo'mov cotouberg aidom 
-inU gubiud mow saygab“sansis2 to: 10 
ni yfizievinU muceiM mort sage e aeteoM | 
1A ae cay ore subw4 mou simietsob aint t 


a ee 
to stouboip o ,fo8T m baatina’ of smoaad 
931979 of ‘abthevdG ta? edt cow shh doorla® 
of} of nQoQTU? toptet2d betningge zow: we .e 
Jomorg aow sd G00? .yitnotal eorill oft toa ; 
Jo brig orl liinu e>ivvs: edt oi bauniino bape 
bymueer bre brolins ot benrutey net ob 0 i 
‘Betin’ art of betsale dow Hate .1@ .2o1tgeng,lo2 
spe’ zow noe 2d doth aiwis” 2281 ni eae 
“ . * lopA rota .enixegom erttte 
bad boord fo Abar botitiqe aildug © 2ow yoIQaM 41 
goinvot ees ont at svilag tow 7 940! 


The Late Ex-Governor Warren T. McCray 


Ira Dixon went to Washington in 1952 as clerk of the Sen- 
ate Banking and Currency Committee, in 1953 he was made 
Chief Clerk of the Committee. President Eisenhower ap- 
pointed Ira a member of the Home Loan Bank Board in 
1954, for a 4-year term. He was re-appointed in 1958 for 
another 4-year term. 

Alvin Cast was Indiana Republican State Chairman from 
1954 to 1957. At the 1956 Presidential Convention in San 
Francisco, he was in charge of the movie, radio, and tele- 
vision coverage. Al's present offices are: President of the 
Alumni of Arts, Science, and Graduate Schoo! of Indiana 


Dr. J. A. Hatch 


University and a member of the Indiana Toll Road Com- 
mission. 

Mrs. Rolland Ade is now serving as State Chairman of Edu- 
cation and Scholarships of the American Legion Auxiliary, . 
and is also on the State Board of the Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Dallas Cannon served in 1954 as State President of 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 

Mrs. Hazel Hatch Steel was State President of the Indiana 
Federation of Women’s Clubs and also editor of the state 
publication, The Indiana Club Woman, 1944-1950. 


KENTLAND’'S PARTICIPATION IN WARS 
\ By Mrs. Rolland Ade. 


THE CIVIL WAR 


In the early wars of the Union, the Revolution, the War of 
1812, the Black Hawk War of 1832, the war with Mexico 
in 1846-1847, Newton County took no part. The county 
was but sparsely settled at this later period, and while 
some of its citizens may have found their way into the 
army, there was no active military ardor or warlike en- 
thusiasm manifested here. 

Newton County was not yet one year old, when on Apri! 
12, 1861, the batteries at Charleston Harbor, South Caro- 
lina, struck down the flag of the Union at Fort Sumter. 
In those days of fear and anxiety, Kentland had but eigh- 
teen buildings, including the frame courthouse just complet- 
ed. Its religious services and schools were held in the half 
second story of a building used for a tinshop below. 
Following the fall of the flag at Fort Sumter, small squads 
of men of all ages might be seen each evening at the Town 
of Kentland, marching and drilling as for war, with serious 


faces, keeping step to the vigorous taps on a dish pan made _ 


by a small !ad of twelve years of age at their head. On 
April 15, 1861, President Lincoln issued his first call for 
75,000 volunteers to serve three months to put down the 
rebellion. The first war meeting held in the county was at 
Kentland, in the first week in May, 1861. Then war meet- 
ings were held in every schoolhouse in the county. Wher- 
ever these meetings were held they were largely attended; 
William Ross, J. A. Hatch, John Ade, and E. B. Collins were 
speakers; Samuel Yeoman, fifer, and John Higgins, drum- 
mer, supplied the martial music wherever held. 

Many of the Newton County boys could not, or would not 
wait for the home company, and left to join other regi- 
ments. But for the most part the Newton County men could 
be found in the following, Company G, 9th Regiment of 
Indiana Infantry; Company H, 15th Regiment; Company B, 
51st Regiment; Company E, 99th Regiment; Company A, 
128th Regiment. This company was commanded by Cap- 
tain James Bissell, a prominent Kentland attorney, He was 
killed in action in 1864. 
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John Higgins, 
Veteran 


John Higgins 
Drummer Boy 


The total number of enlistments up to the close of the war 
to the credit of Newton County was 402 -- nearly half of 
its population and according to official reports only one 
man credited to the county was drafted, a proud record. 

There were other soldiers, composed of both men and wo- 
men; The Home Guard. They could not bear arms, but they 
bore the brunt and burden of the trials and hardships at 
home. They were known as the Soldiers Aid Society. This 
society was organized in April, 1863. Mrs. A. J. Kent was 
the first president; Mrs. Amanda Bramble, vice-president; 
Sarah A. Peacock, secretary; Mrs. John Ade, treasurer; Mrs. 
Jane Bissell, Miss Agnes Kent and Miss Harriet Peacock, 
executive committee. Kentland, by reason of being the only 
railroad town of the county, was designated the general 
headquarters and depot of supplies. Auxiliary members 
were active in all parts of the county, caring for the sick 
and destitute families of the soldiers in the field. They had 
frequent meetings, spending whole days in providing lints 
and bandages and ways and means for relieving suffering. 
Some idea of the enormous amount of work that this so- 
ciety performed will be gained from the fact that the offi- 
cial reports show the number of beneficiaries in the county 


Old Soldiers on Decoration Day, 1918. Left to right: M. E. Rogers, 
C. E. Ross, S. A. Means, M. E. Alexander, T. W. Burton, J. D. Conklin, 
John Lowe and C. A. Woods. : 


was put down at 542, and the amount apportioned by the 
state to Newton County, under the Act of the Legistlature 
approved March 9, 1865, was $4,387.44 for relief. 
According to the account of John Higgins in his Newton 
County in the Civi! War he says, ‘*No military history of 
Newton County can be complete without mention of the 
valuable services of John Ade, rendered to Newton County's 
soldier boys while they were offering their lives for the 
unity of the states; because of his many acts of humanity 
in visiting the sick soldiers in the field and hospital, sup- 
plying them with comforts from home and bringing back the 
dead for home buria! whenever possible, he was the Mort- 
on ot Newton County in the Civil War. His trips to the 
South with Governor Morton's pass were often perilous, 
yet he never faltered. Wherever the boys could be reached, 
he went when necessary. He was held in honored esteem 
by the soldier boys of Newton and in recognition of his 
services and comforting sympathy, he was elected an hon- 
orary member of McHolland Post, Grand Army of the Re- 
public, No. 102, at Kentland, on May 6, 1889 -- a distinc- 
tion seldom conferred and which he appreciated up to the 
day of his death.” 


PRET TET 


War Mothers of Kentland organized in 1918. 
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Ade, John 

Ade, Joseph 
Alexander, W. H. 
Arnedt, Christian 
Ash, Solomon 
Bissell, James 
Board, William T. 
Borders, J. M. 


Bridgeman, George M. 


Burton, Thomas W. 
Burton, Josiah 
Bush, Isaac N. 
Bush, Theodore M. 
Bryant, Ephraim 
Corn, John T. 
Collins, William 
Conklin, J.D. 
Coovert, James 
Crawn, Thomas 
Davidson, Ben 
Denny, Isaac C. 


KENTLAND CIVIL WAR VETERANS 


Denny, Reece 

Dodson, Jesse 
Duttenhaver, Philip 
Fisher, John 
Frankenberger, Charles 
French, John 

Haney, George W. 
Haney, William 
Haney, Levi 

Handley, Ezra G. 
Harrington, James R. 
Hatch, Dr. Jethro A. 
Hershman, George W. 
Higgins, John (Drummer Boy) 
Honn, David 
Howenstein, Josiah 
Jackson, Eli 

Jones, Henry C 

Jones, Morris 
Johnson, Lemuel J. 
Johnson, John Z. 


Kenoyer, Aaron 
Kenoyer, James 
Lafoon, David K. 
Lowe, John 

Lowe, James H. 
Light, Albert 
Linton, John R 
Mallat, Charles 
McFarlane, Henry 
McKee, John 
Means, Sam. A. 
Meyers, J. C. 
Moore, John W. 
Moore, Thomas C. 
Moore, William 
Odel, Eliash 
Osswald, Frank 
Plummer, Jackson 
Pruett, Jonathan 
Pierce, Samuel 
Quarterman, John 


Randall, John 
Robinson, James 
Ryan, Michael 
Rogers, M. E. 
Ross, Charles 
Sager, J.W 

Scott, Thomas 
Sedley, Harry H. 
Sedley, William 
Shafer, Joseph 
Sheperd, John W. 
Shilt, Jacob 
Skinner, Jira 
Smart, Isaac 
Smith, George W. 
Starkey, Thomas 
Starkweather, John 
Staton, Jonathon 
Staton, Joseph 
Staton, Thomas 
Streight, Col. A D. 


Strohm, John 
Thayer, Corp. A.T. 
Thayer, H.O. 
Thompson, John 
Thornton, Thomas 
Timothy, Wendall 
Timothy, William 
Troup, Harry 
Urmston, E.L. 
Waring, E.C. 
Waring, Charis 
Waring, H.K. Corp. 
Warren, Horace K. 
Webber, Jacob 
White, Levi 
Whitlesy, W.D. 
Wolfe, Pete 
Wood, Clark A. 
Wyatt, John 
Yeoman, Asa 
Yeoman, Samuel (Fifer) 


SPANISH AMERICAN WAR VETERANS 


Ashby, Dewey 
Chamberlin, John 
Cooley, Ray Lee 
Dorton, Bert 


Largent, William 
MclIntyre, Frank 
Rhodocker, Levi 
West, Elmer 


WORLD WAR | AND WORLD WAR II 


A war always brings many changes and World | and World 
ll were no exceptions. Men of draft age were required to 


register and a postal card from the local draft board noti-. 


fied them when to report for duty. 

The home front was again important. Posters of all kinds 
appeared alerting people to the gravity of the situation. 
Food was of major concern. There were meatless days and 
wheatless days. Citizens were asked not to use their auto- 
mobiles on Sundays or holidays. 

The sons of Kentland were in distant army camps. Some 
were sent overseas and letters came from their soldiers who 
had been at Chateau Thierry, Belleau Wood, or the Ar- 
gonne Forest. These were heartbreaking days. 

Home folks were doing everything possible to help. One 
activity which received a great amount of publicity was the 
Community Wood-Chop held on the William H. Ade farm. 
There on Séptember 19, 1918, a 115 men came equipped 
with axes, saws, teams and wagons. Some 80 to 100 cords 
of wood were cut and made ready to be delivered to the 
homes of the soldiers away at war. At least 50 women 
came with well-filled baskets of food to help the food com- 


mittee serve the workers. The food committee were: Mrs. 
W. L. Remsburg, Mrs. Fred Taylor, Mrs. Reuben Hess, and 
Mrs. Harvey C. Webber. 

Then on November 11, 1918, the church bells rang. It was 
Armistice Day and the fighting had ceased. 

The post-war days were days of prosperity and relaxed re- 
straint for a time. By 1921-1923 came the first hint of a 
depression and slumping prices. The 1930's brought the 
great depression and the 1940's World War Il. 

The home front again felt the many privations a war brings. 
We had sugar rationing and gas rationing and constant 
other reminders that we were at war. Kentland sons were 
again in army camps, and more and more were sent over- 
seas. 

Scarcely before World War Il was ended came the Korean 
Conflict and our sons were again called into action. Even 
in this our Centennial Year 1960 some of our sons are still 
in service. 

All honor to our heroes, living and dead, who have served 
or are serving their Country. 
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WORLD WAR | VETERANS 


Kentland, Indiana 


Ade, Charles Rolland 
Ainsworth, Harry G. 
Albaugh, George W. 
Anderson, Charles E 
Arendt, George M. 
Armold, Alfred G. 
Armold, Raymond U. 
Atwood, Fred W. 
Ayres, Harrie D 

Bair, Clarence 
Baker, Ermal 


Cole, Gray 

Corbin, Cloyde E. 
Corbin, William H. 
Couch, John H. 
Crussen, Larence A. 
Culligan, William R 
Cunningham, Paul T. 
Davidson, Vernon 
Davis, Carl E. 

Davis, George Ade 
Dieter, Edward Jacob 
Dieter, Theodore John 
Dixon, Thomas Leroy 
Doty, Carl Bertrand 
Dowling, Michael T. 
Drake, Charles H. 
Drake, Ed. G. 

Drake, Harry 

Easter, Jesse Ray 
Egan, Joseph J. 
Gardner, Earl Barton 
Gott, Arlan T. 
Gentey, William Roy 
Gott, James Frederick 
Gott, Merle L. 

Harry, Chester Crawford 
Hassett, Bernard Giles 
Hedrick, Floyd C. 
Hedrick, Ora Loyd 


Heilman, Charles F. Jr. 
Hendry, James Bertrand 
Hendry, William J. 
Herr, Charles Dewey 


Martin, Clifford W. 
Messman, Clarence Herman 
Miles, Lloyd W. 

Molter, Charles L. 

Molter, Samuel E 

Monroe, William O. 
Monroe, George R. Schilling, Catherine Agnes 
Mullen, Joseph F. Schuh, Wilfred B. 
Mulligan, Christopher Columbis Sego, Arthur Anthony : 
Mulligan, John P. Smith, Carl 

Murphy, Lee R. Spangler, Harold Edward 
Myres, August Anthony Staton, Glen O : ; 
O'Neill, Thomas M.. Talley, John F. } 
O'Neill, Vincent Edward Tavenner, Fred 

Ortner, Irvin Tebo, Frank Edward 

Kirkpatrick, Wm. Stewart Patterson, John Wm. Todd, Clifford H. 

Parr, Charles Edward VanKirk, George Hiram 

Pfrimmer, Lowell 
Plunkett, Albert J. 
Plunkett, Gerald E. 
Poland, Edward 
Presher, Edgar B 
Prue, Gerald 

Rankin, Mentor Leslie 


Rheude, Nicholas G 
Rice, Harry L. 
Roadruck, Fred D. 
Root, Edwin A. 
Herr, Claude Harris Reinhart, Julius 
Hiestand, Robert P. 


Higgins, Harry L 


Sammons, George Fenwick 


Hixon, Roy C. 
Hoover, Carl A. 
Hubbard, Wm. C. 
Iliff, Wm. P. 


Barton, Oscar S. Kane, John Clarence 
Biddle, Josiah 
Boldman, John 


Boatman, Ralph Raymond 


Kemp, Robert Stanley 
Kindig, Raymond Earl 
Kine, Louis’ 

Bowman, Roy G. 
Brees, Moses E. Koenig, Louis Benjamin 
Brees, Walter Edward 
Brewer, James Henry 
Brewer, William B. 
Bruck, Paul J. 

Bruck, William A. 
Burns, Ralph VanDoren 
Burton, Calvin R. 

Bush, Charlotte Ruth 
Campbell, John M. 
Carrothers, Henry H. 
Cassidy, Edmund Peter 
Clouse, Glen E 


Koenig, Oscar 
Lacy, Earl Q. 
Lassister, Adam C. 
Littlejohn, Guy T. 
Littlejohn, Elmer W. 
Lowe, Leon J. 
McCain, Kenneth C. 
McCartney, Bert W. 
McCray, Elmore Smith 
McKee, Russell 
MacDonald, Paul Z. 
Markle, Wilbert J. 


Virgin, Russell D. 
Wagoner, Ora E. 
Walker, Glenn ; 
Walker, Reed F. : 
Weishaar, Leslie C. 

White, Ernest Wesley 

White, George L. 

White, Harry H. ; 
Whiteaker, James R. 


Raper, Richard 
Rasher, Howard H. 
Reed, Leo E. Withrow, James E 

Reed, Wm. R. Wittenberg, Carroll Frederick 
Rettinger, Harold : 


WORLD WAR II VETERANS 


Kentland - Jefferson Township 


Ade, John Davis 
Ade, Kathryn Adair 
Anderson, Ernest L. 
Anderson, Loyd 
Apple, Alfred L. 
Atwood, Charles D. 
Bair, Wilford G. 
Baker, Delmo 
Baker, Claude M. 
Barce, J. Edward 
Barr, Ross 

Beasley, Lonnie 
Beckett, Maurice D. 
Bedinger, Daniel W. 
Beekman, Samuel 
Beemer, Kenneth H. 
Beemer, William R. 
Berry, Jesse E. 
Berry, Stillman S. 
Bird, Joe 

Boldman, Edward 
Boldman, Frank 
Bommershine, W.H. 
Bower, Jerimiah F. 
Bower, Maynard 
Bower, Raymond C. 
Bower, Richard J. 
Bower, William R. 
Bowman, George H. 
Brandt, L. Carlin 
Brandt, Oris V. 
Branz, Paul L. 
Brees, Lawrence 
Brees, W. McKinley 


Britten, Edward 
Bruck, Paul J. 
Brunton, Kinnard J. 
Bryant, Wayne 
Burge, Gerald 
Burge, Gerhard C. 
Burton, Glen E. 
Burton, Harold T.~ 
Cady, Keath S. 
Cady, Rolland R. 
Cahill, Kenneth 
Carlson, Arvid J. 
Carlson, Reuben H. 
Carton, Mathew C. 
Carton, Richard F. 
Cassidy, John J. 
Cassidy, Margaret 
Center, Dale W. 
Chancellor, James R. 
Clark, C. Vincent 
Clark, George K. 
Clinton, Russell C. 
Cobb, Berle E. 
Cobb, Bert A. 
Cole, Lowell A. 
Cole, Mary VY. 
Cole, Robert G. 
Collen, Ralph E. 
Collins, Harold B. 
Cook, Gene Earl 
Cook, Jack Dean 
Cooley, Richard R. 
Corbin, Glen R. 
Corbin, William J. 


Couch, John R. 
Cripe, Everett S. 
Cripe, Raymond G. 
Curtis, Delmar 
Daley, Charles D. 


Datzman, Bernard L. 


Datzman, James P. 
Datzman, Joseph A. 
Dean, Andrew 
Delay, Richard 
DeLay, Charles E. 
DeLay, Vernon 
Dennis, Dwight L. 
Denton, Delmar 
Dewing, Walter E. 
Dieter, Edward J. 
Dolch, Howard Jr. 
Donahue, Carl J. 
Dowling, Oren W. 
Dunn, Lawrence A. 
Dunn, Marian C. 
Duttenhaver, W.R. 
Dye, George W. 
Dye, James H 

Dye, John R. 
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KENTLAND FAIRS 
by Mrs. Rolland Ade 


THE KENTLAND AGRICULTURAL FAIR ASSOCIATION 


The Kentland Agricultural Fair Association was formed in 
1888. On July 13, 1888, Mahlon Hard as president and 
Frank A. Comparet as secretary entered into a lease agree- 
ment with the Kents for the Fair Grounds which was located 
between Dunlap Street and Iroquois Drive, west of First 
Street, and extending at least two blocks west of where the 
New York Central railroad track now is located. The en- 
trance to the Fair Grounds was at the west end of Wash- 
ington Street on First Street. 

There was a race track at the south end of the grounds 
where al! kinds of horse races, running, trotting, and pac- 
ing were held. There was a grandstand and a judge stand. 
There were concessions and exhibits just like any county 


fair. 

For a time it flourished and was a popular meeting place 
with everyone dressed in their ‘Sunday Best.” However, on 
January 14, 1902, the lease was terminated by David Wel- 
don, President of the Fair Association and H. A. Strohm, 
Secretary. 

The terms of the lease were interesting. The Association 
was to have the grounds rent free for the first two years 
and after that time was to pay $150.00 per year for rent. 
This same tract of land was used, up to 1904, when the 
New York Central railroad was built, for Fourth of July 
celebrations and other local events of that type. 
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f A view of the parade of the 1903 Horse Show in Kentland. This event was sponsored by the Commer- 


. cial Club, and this is the first parade of the gala affair. 
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At the gate of the Fairgrounds in Kentland during 1893 


KENTLAND HORSE SHOW 


The Kentland Horse Show was under the auspices of the 
Kentland Commercial Club. The Commercial Club was made 
up of all the business men of Kentland. These Horse Shows 
were annual events, held for three days in September of 
each year, between the years 1903-1908. 

A program of the Fourth Annua! Show held September 26, 
27, and 28, 1906, says W. T. McCray was president and 
T. B. Cunningham was secretary, A. J. Thompson was chief 
marshal, and Dr. Bert Hess his assistant. On the general 
committee were Will H. Ade, C. Rider, and T. B. Cunning- 
ham. 

The business section on Third Street between Dunlap and 
Seymour was the location of these shows. The front lawn 
of the Court House was lined with concessions such as 
would be found at any fair. 

The real object of the fair was the judging of fine horses. 
These were horses raised locally, and they were driven or 


ridden in parades and judged by a special judge from 
Ohio. 

One of the teams owned by Mr. Eastburn, whose large 
stock farm lay between Sheldon and Watseka, won second 
prize at Kentland in 1904, and took first prize the same 
year at the St. Louis World's Fair. One of the horses was 
nervous at the Kentland Horse Show and did not perform 
properly. Mr. Eastburn thought that the long train ride to 
St. Louis had a quieting effect as the horse was subdued 
and normal there. 

The merchants had special window displays, and also put 
on programs in the auditorium of the schoo! house, (the 
present grade school building), in addition to all the other 
entertainment provided. 

Large crowds attended and it was truly a gala event for 
the community. 


a NEWTON COUNTY FAIR 


On October 22, 1920, the First Annual Stock Show was held 
by farmers and breeders of Newton County at Brook, In- 
diana. It was a splendid success. The following year a Sec- 
ond Annual Stock Show was held at Brook, and there was 
SO much interest manifested that from this beginning grew 
the idea of establishing a Newton County Fair Association 
and holding the Fair at a permanent location where growth 
and expansion was possible. 

After due deliberation the County Farm was selected as the 
most ideal location for a Fair Grounds. The name was 
changed to the Newton County Fair and thus the Third An- 
nual Newton County Fair was held at the County Farm in 
1922. 

Membership certificates at $10.00 each were sold to inter- 
ested men living in Newton County, and this group became 
known as the Newton County Fair Association. The first 
officers elected were Rolland Ade, president; J. A. Wolge- 


muth, Lake Village, vice-president; and Clyde Herriman, 
Kentland, secretary-treasurer. These three men with Lyle 
Constable, Goodland; James Hendry, Kentland; Charles 
Fleming, Brook; and S. E. Molter, Kentland, were the di- 
rectors. 

The object of the Fair was, ‘To encourage and foster the 
livestock industry in Newton County, Indiana, as well as 
the various branches of farming, agricultural and domestic 
economy. As the scope of the fair enlarged it has come to 
include every interest in Newton County and expression of 
these interests may be found either in some exhibit or pro- 
gram. 

The directors were determined to build gradually but firm- 
ly, and with that in mind they have added new buildings 
and needed improvements each year until they now have 
an excellently equipped Fair. 
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There have been changes in the personnel of the directors 
caused by death, resignation or moving out of the County. 
In the reorganization of the Fair Board in June of 1927, 
A. M. Schuh became secretary and served until 1955 when 
John Connell of Brook became secretary. Howard Myers 
of Brook followed Wolgemuth as vice-president; S. E. Molt- 
er of Goodland became vice-president following Howard 
Myers. There were also changes as new Commissioners took 
office and as new departments and new exhibits were ad- 


ded. Each new superintendent was an interested worker to- 
ward a bigger and better fair. 

With the death of Rolland Ade in 1957, after having served 
as president for thirty-five years, the following list of offi- 
cers and directors were elected: Paul Weston, president; 
Leonard Storey, vice-president; John M. Connell, secretary; 
and Floyd Hoover, treasurer. Directors are as follows: Edw. 
Robinson, Paul Weston, F. E. Hoover, Irol Burton, Mount 
Miller, Gerald McCarty, Leonard Story, and Harry Armold. 


KENTLAND’S ORGANIZATIONS 


by Mrs. John R. Funk 


The story of the many and varied organizations of Kentland 
is like the story of Kentland itself and the place it is assum- 
ing in the history of our state and country. As the town has 
grown, groups have formed, filling the needs of the people 
in terms of service, recreation, character-building, educa- 
tion, and culture. It is interesting to note that approximate- 
ly as many presently-existing organizations were founded 
in the last twenty years, 1940-1960, as there were in the 
first eighty years of Kentland’'s history, 1860-1939. 

The first decade shows only one organization, the Masonic 
organization, Newton Lodge #361, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, organized May 13, 1867. The next half century, which 
included World War I, found nine more groups forming 
with emphasis on service. As the town progressed, more at- 
tention could evidently be put on education and recreation 
although the service area necessarily continued at a strong 
pace. The continued population growth, urbanization, and 
economic changes following the wars have been largely 
responsible for the increase in the number of organizations. 
As one reads through the histories of these groups (arrang- 
ed chronologically herein,) one realizes that it is here that 
men and women have had dreams of a better village and 
have worked diligently toward making those dreams come 
true. 


MASONIC LODGE 


On May 13, 1867, when our town was just a youngster of 
seven years, a small group of men received a charter from 
the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Indiana. 
At this meeting, Alfred Brecount, Worshipful Master, assum- 
ed his duties and thus began the Kentland Masonic Lodge, 
an organization whose purpose is to further charity, bene- 
volence, education, and religion. 

The charter members of Lodge #361 were: Alfred Bre- 
count, John Ade, John Chamberlain, John B. Cheseborough, 
Thos. W. Fields, John Fleming, Jr., Alanson Hedge, Miles 
Mahan, Leonard S. Martin, William Perry, A. D. Raub, Syl- 
vester Root, William C. Rose, Adam E. Sanderson, Joseph 
E. Sherry, Elem. G. Smith, Gideon Underwood, E. Littel 
Urmstom, Horace K. Warren, Herbert C. Woodhams. 

At present there are 209 members in this organization. 
Among the projects which they sponsor are the Indiana 
Masonic Home at Franklin, Indiana, and the Indiana Ma- 
sonic Nursing Home also at Franklin, Indiana. 


Of the membership, one was elevated to the highest office 
in Freemasonry, Judge Newell A. Lamb, Grand Master 1953- 
54. Judge Lamb ts also an honorary 33 Degree Mason since 
1947 and has received many other honors for Masonic 
scholarship and oratory. 


KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS LODGE 


The Kentland Knights of Pythias Lodge was instituted Jan. 
24, 1877. There were eleven charter members consisting of 
the following: J. S. Veatch, C. H. Miller, W. R. Payne, N. 
R. Donaldson, A. C. McCain, E. T. Scott, D. S. Fletcher, E. 
A. West, O. C. Kent, J. Skinner, and J. W. Randall. 

The Lodge has grown to the present membership of 70. The 
purpose of the organization is to promote charity, friend- 
ship, and benevolence. Their chief project is the mainten- 
ance of the Pythian Home for the Aged. Present officers 
are: Roy Walkup, Paul Turnpaugh, Cliff Merkle, Vernon De-. 
Lay, Perry McAlexander, Glen Unger, Walter Gerrick, Ralph 
Hutchinson, Robert Smith, and William Howe. 


PUMPKIN VINE FAIR 


The original Pumpkin Vine Fair was formed by a group of 
neighbors in the southwest part of Washington Twsp. The 
Fair started about 1882 and ran for five years; in 1887 it 
held the final exhibition. 

The Fair was located east of the County Farm buildings on 
land just east of the north county farm lane. The Fair had 
a few rough lumber sheds to house exhibits, a race track, 
but no grandstand. The horses that raced there were just 
local farm horses brought into settle arguments between 
neighbors. It was mostly a local place to show home-grown 
produce. 

Mr. Hamilton Jackson was the first president of the fair, 
and two or three members of the Whiteman family were 
on the official list. 

The Fair at that time was about the only extra event of the 
year to break the monotony and was anticipated for months 
and talked about for months afterwards. 


PYTHIAN SISTERS LODGE 


The Pythian Sisters Lodge was instituted on June 5, 1894. 
The first officers were: Most Excellent Chief; Mrs. Sallie 
Skinner; Excellent Senior, Mrs. Rena Brown; Excellent Junior, 
Mrs. Aggie Strohm; Manager, Miss Oliva Skinner; Mistress 
of Records and Correspondence, Miss Carrie Arnout; Mis- 
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tress of Finance, Miss Anna McCray; Protector, Miss Clara 
Drake; Guard of the Outer Temple, Miss Jennie Geizleman; 
Past Chief, Mrs. J. A. Hatch. 

The Lodge grew to one hundred and six sisters and twenty- 
five Knights. The most Excellent Chief, at present, is Olive 
Sell. 

The Pythian Sisters are planning to have the District Con- 
vention at their new temple in May at which time they will 
have the dedication of their new building. 

The Lodge has one fifty-year member--Ethel Herriman. Ad- 
die Yost is now serving as District Deputy of this district 
which includes Newton, Lake, Porter, and Jasper counties. 
Damon Temple #95, which was: made possible by the late 
Helen Boyle and which will be dedicated in her memory, 


is, as far as is known, the only building owned by the Py- 


thian Sisters in the world. 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 


Golden Rod Chapter #157 of the Order of Eastern Star 
was organized in July, 1894. Mrs. Maggie Oswalt served 
as the first Worthy Matron and John Higgins as the first 
Worthy Patron 

The Charter members were: John Higgins, John Ade, Geo. 
Mcintosh, James R. Chancellor, Wm. Perry, R. F. Seal, S. 
B. Houser, C. M. Bonham, Miss Augusta Chancellor, Miss 
L. Shonkwiler, Mrs. Maggie Oswalt, Miss Annie Higgins, 
Mrs. R. F. Seal, Mrs. C. A. Marshall, Mrs. E. Sell, Mrs. John 
Ade, Mrs. Geo. E. McIntosh, Mrs. Rose Talbott, Mrs. M. 
Bonham, Mrs. S. J. Woods, Mrs. S. G. Houser, Mrs. Nancy 
Perry, and Mrs. J. A. Hatch. 

The Present Worthy Matron is Marjorie L. pisses and the 
present Worthy Patron is Alfred L. Apple with Pauline 
Montgomery and Robert White to be installed as heads for 
the ensuing year. 

The present membership is 193. 

The Order of the Eastern Star sponsor the Rainbow girls, 
and they are in the process of establishing a scholarship 
each year for some worthy Rainbow girl. 


KENTLAND’S WOMAN CLUB 


The Kentland Woman's Club was organized March 17, 1896, 
stated federated in 1901, general federated in 1925, and 
admitted to universal membership in 1930. 

The first club was called the Married Woman's Literary 
Club, and Mrs. Carrie Kirkpatrick was elected temporary 
president. The flower chosen to be the club flower was the 
violet; the colors violet and green. These are the same to- 
day. 

The officers elected in September for the club year 1896- 
1897 were: President, Mrs. Lavanche Kent Morrison; Vice- 
President, Mrs. Patia Allen; Secretary, Mrs. Electa Thomp- 
son Howe; Treasurer, Mrs. Emma Darroch. 

The object of the club is to promote educational, civic, and 
Social activities and to co-operate with the Indiana and 
General Federation of Woman's Clubs. 

Woman's Club started the first library in the Knights of 
Pythias Hall, and a committee from the club worked with 
the Library Board at the time the present library was built. 
In 1915 the Club presented a resolution to the Town Board 
asking them to put a woman on the school board. In 1917 


Aa be 


the Woman's Club furnished the first rest room in the pub- 
lic school. During World War |, the members adopted a 
French war orphan and supported him for two years. After 
that, they adopted an Armenian orphan. 

When the Coliseum was built, the Woman's Club contri- 
buted to its construction and also made a cash contribu- 
tion to Riley Hospital when it was constructed. Cash do- 
nations were also sent to the Fauntleroy Home where the 
first Woman's Club meeting was held in the state of Indi- 
ana. 

A memoriam to the veterans of WWI in the form of an 
evergreen tree planted on the lawn of the Court House was 
established by the Woman's Club, and each year at Christ- 
mas-time the club shared the expense of lighting the tree. 
In 1932 the Kentland Woman's Club sponsored the Kent- 
land Junior Woman's Club as an organization Mrs. Rolland 
Ade was chosen as sponsor for that organization from the 
Woman's Club. She still serves the Juniors in that capacity. 
Mrs. G. H. Van Kirk was appointed Chairman of Public 
Weltare, and under her guidance a room was set up in the 
Court House. Club members too donated clothing for and 
paid for the denta! care of needy children, and for several 
years provided milk for the grade school children who need- 
ed such assistance before the current milk program. 

At the Century of Progress Exhibition, Mrs. J. D. Rathbun 
and Mrs. O. E. Powell, members of the Kentland Woman's 
Club, served as hostesses during Federation Week. 

As the years progressed, the Club became a member of 
the Hoosier Salon, an organization which aids Hoosier ar- 
tists. During W. W. Il a Red Cross unit was organized by 
the members, and hundreds of garments were made. 
Presently, the Woman's Club sponsors a Talent Show each 
year and uses the proceeds to send students to Band Clinic 
and to further civic needs. Too, it supports the Elementary 
Teacher's Scholarship and a Nurse's Scholarship. The latter, 
in this Centennial year, has been awarded to Miss Sharon 
Murphy. 

At present there are seventy-nine active members and ten 
associate members. The Club president for 1959-60 is Mrs. 
Jacob Rieger, and the President-elect is Mrs. G. B. Harris. 


DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 


The Kentland Chapter of the National Society of the D. A. 
R. was organized in Kentland, October 25, 1911, at the 
home of Mrs. Oscar Phelps (now the residence of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Ross.) 

Mrs. Jira Skinner was confirmed as the first Regent of the 
new organization which consisted of twe!ve members. Mrs. 
Virginia Kessler Spradling of Morocco is one of the origi- 
nal twelve charter members. 

The objects of the National Society are: to foster true pa- 
triotism, encourage love of country and all things truly 
American, to observe and encourage all patriotic anniver- 
saries, and to keep alive the memories of those brave men 
and women who bore their share of the dangers and priva- 
tions of the War of the Revolution. 

The Nationa! Society of the Daughters built and maintains 
two mountain schools in the south and southeastern United 
States for the Underprivileged. Kentland Chapter has se- 
veral local projects. They have placed a marker to the 
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Soldiers of the Civil War in the northwest corner of the 
Court House Square in Kentland. They also sponsor the 
“Good Citizenship’ award, open to al! senior high school 
girls of Newton County, and an Eighth Grade History prize 
available to the pupil having the highest grade in the class 
in the various schools of Newton County. 


KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 


The Knights of Columbus, known throughout the world as 
the right arm of the Catholic Church, was established in 
Kentland, Indiana, on January 12, 1913, as the Father Mess- 
man Council #1657. Its many activities include upholding 
the Teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, care of the 
sick and needy, sponsorship of the insurance plan for the 
entire family, and the maintenance of the Gibault Home 
and School in Terre Haute, Indiana. Locally, the members 
are, at present, concentrating on a campaign for decent 
literature. 

Of the original charter members of the K of C, these are 
active members: Albert Bower, John Bruck, John B. Cassidy, 
James Carton, Paul Cunningham, James M. Egan, John 
Flinn, Jr., Joseph Hartman, Charles Keefe, John F. Molter, 
Sr., James P. Plunkett, Henry Reinhart, Meddie Sego, and 
Charles Weist. 

The first Grand Knight of the Council was Richard Carton, 
Deputy Grand Knight, Henry A. Reinhart; Financial Secre- 
tary, Robert T. Coughlin; Outside Guard, Meddie F. Sego, 
Jr.; and the Chaplain was Rev. Chas. V. Stetter, D. D. The 
local organization has now grown to encompass 180 mem- 
bers, and the present Grand Knight is Leonard LeBeau. 


NEWTON COUNTY FEDERATON OF CLUBS 


The Newton County Federation of Clubs was first organized 
in 1914 when a meeting of all clubs in Newton County was 
called by Mrs. W. J. Ayers in Brook, Indiana. Mrs. Luther 
Lyons was elected the first Federation President at the 1915 
meeting held in April. 

Among the charter members were the members of Kentland 
Woman's Club, and the objective of the County Federa- 
tion was to further the progress of the Indiana Federation 
of Woman's Clubs and to promote important projects that 
tend to the betterment of life in the community. 

At the present time there are one hundred seventeen mem- 
bers in this organization, and its officers for 1959-60 were 
Mrs. S. E. Carlson, president; Mrs. Wayne Morgan, vice- 
president; and Mrs. John Cochrane, secretary-treasurer. 
The projects which the County Federation has sponsored 
this year have been the Nurses’ Scholarship and Teacher- 
of-the-Year Contest. 


WAR MOTHERS OF NEWTON COUNTY 


In October of 1917 Mrs. John G. Davis was appointed WAR 
MOTHER for Newton County. After the various towns in 
Newton County were organized, they met in July, 1919, to 
organize a permanent county organization. Mrs. John G. 
Davis was elected president; Mrs. Willis Kirkpatrick, re- 
cording secretary; Mrs. Thomas Britten, corresponding se- 
cretary and historian; and Mrs. T. H. Dixon, treasurer. 

It was on March 2, 1918, that the War Mothers of Jefferson 
Township met to organize a society. Thirty-four mothers of 


boys from Kentland serving in the army or navy attended 
the meeting. Mrs. R. C. McCain was elected Township Chair- 
man, and Mrs. W. J. Cunningham was elected secretary. 
One of the most impressive patriotic entertainments given 
by the local Society of War Mothers was when they dedi- 
cated a Service Flag containing sixty-six stars on National 
Flag Day, 1918. Two hundred mothers and friends attended 
the meeting. 

In February, 1919, the War Mothers gave a very enjoy- 
able reception and entertainment in honor of the returned 
soldiers and sailors in this community. 

The War Mothers of Kentland met on April 30, 1920, and 
organized as the Women's Auxiliary of the Ora Hedrick 
Post #23 with Mrs. T. H. Britten as president; Mrs. Edna 
Rankin as vice-president; Mrs. Carrie Kirkpatrick as secre- 
tary; Mrs. Rose Schuh, treasurer. The Auxiliary became in- 
active some time in 1923. In June, 1929, they reorganized 
into the American Legion Auxiliary Unit #423 as we know 
it today. 


AMERICAN LEGION 


In 1919 an application was made to the American Legion 
headquarters for a temporary charter by the following ser- 
vicemen: Dr. G. H. Van Kirk, Paul T. McCain, Kenneth G. 
McCain, Ernest W. White, Earl B. Gardner, Calvin C. Bur- 
ton, Charles F. Heilman, Harry G. Ainsworth, Edward Diet- 
er, Wilfred B. Schuh, Albert J. Plunkett, Paul Z. McDonald, 
Louis F. Kime, Ermal C. Baker, and Claude Herr. 

A charter was issued, establishing officially what is known 
now as the Hedrick Brandt Post #23 of the department of 
Indiana, and since that time the Legion has been a leading 
spirit in every civic activity in Kentland. It has clearly shown 
its sense of individual obligation to the community. 

Under able leadership, the Legion has been in the fore- 
ground in the celebrating of our national holidays, espe- 
cially Memorial and Armistice Days, and has taken an ac- 
tive part in child welfare and Americanization work. 
Among other projects that the local Post sponsors are: ora- 
torical contests, sportsmanship trophy to high school senior 
for basketball, Boys’ State, and of course the marking and 
decorating of veterans’ graves. 

The Post now numbers two hundred twenty-nine in mem- 
bership, and its present Commander is Gerhard Burge. 
Dr. G. H. Van Kirk was the first president of the Post; Ear! 
B. Gardner was first vice president; Glenn Walker, 2nd 
vice president; Kenneth McCain, secretary; and Ermal C. 
Baker, treasurer. 


JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP FARM BUREAU 


The Jefferson Township Farm Bureau was first organized in 
1919 with the purpose of doing for the farmer collectively 
what he cannot do individually. This particular organization 
is a part of the largest farm organization in the world and 


has as it’s present goal the promotion of better farm living. 
Of the original charter members the following are still liv- 
ing: Roy Blann, Victor Borklund, Lyle Constable, Mrs. Nel- 
lie Constable, William Cooper, George Decker, C. E. Mc- 
Cullough, Viola Miller, Armond Monjon, Glenn Reed, Bur- 
dette Rousch, Henry Smith, Alvin Thayer, Minnie Unger Aust- 
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in Whiteman, William Whaley, Jr., Frank Morton, Arthur 
Weishaar, and George Clarkson. 

The present organization numbers eight hundred eighty 
member families. The local organization sponsors 4-H and 
Rural Youth projects locally and farm legislation on the 
state and national level. 


BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

Boy Scouts of America is undoubtedly the oldest continu- 
ing organized semi-social boys’ activity in Kentland. Many 
of our men today have, as boys, enjoyed the moralen- 
richment of scouting in much the same way as their sons 
are presently doing. Scouting has been and is a great bene- 
fit to our boys, and they have been a great credit to our 
community. : 

Boy Scouts of America became a part of Kentland in 1920 
with the organization of what is now known as Troup #51. 
At the present time there are thirty boys under the direction 
of eight adult leaders. This troop meets weekly in the K of 
C Hall. The goal of the Kentland Scouts is to learn clean 
out-door recreations, important skills easily acquired in for- 
mative years, and to serve the community in any way that 
they can. 

Kentland Rotary Club sponsors the Boy Scouts. The Institu- 
tional representative is G. B. Harris; Geo. Dye is the Chair- 
man of the Troop Committee; and the Scoutmaster is Ro- 
bert R. Batton. Charter scouts will remember Michael Hop- 
kins as one of the pioneers in scouting in the Kentland com- 
munity. 

NORTHWEST JEFFERSON HOME ECONOMICS CLUB 


On August 14, 1925, seven ladies met to form the North- 
west Jefferson Home Economics Club. From this original 
group Ruby Corbin was chosen president; Loretta Spangler, 
vice-president; and Hazel Montgomery, secretary-treasurer. 
The other charter members were Edie Henry, Ruth Arvin, 
Leola Turnpaugh, and Edith Mattox. 

The purpose of the’ original group was to promote neigh- 
borliness and to exchange help in serving one another at 
the same time utilizing lessons distributed by Purdue Univ- 
versity. 

At the present time there are twenty-six members with Mrs. 
Betty Molter as president; Martha Murphy as vice president; 
Esther Voglund as secretary; and Mercile Burton as trea- 
surer. The present organization sends three 4-H girls to 
State Fair School each year. 


ST. JOSEPH'S PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION 


Early in the twenties the mothers of St. Joseph Church or- 
ganized the St. Joseph P. T. A. under the pioneer leader- 
ship of Mrs, Tom Murphy. The projects which the group 
sponsored were the first Friday breakfasts and furnishings 
for the rest rooms. The organization lapsed into dormancy 
in the late thirties and was revived in 1948. 

Today there are about one hundred twenty members. The 
Current officers are Mrs. Paul Yost-president, Mrs. Chester 
Potts-vice president, Mrs. Dean Hartsock-secretary, Mrs. 
Raymond Bower-treasurer. 

Among the money-making projects which the P. T. A. spon- 
sors are: rummage sale, card party, bake sales, and the 


selling of Fannie May Candies. These all serve to finance 
the bus used to transport the Catholic School students to 
the Hot Lunch Program at the public school. 

The St. Joseph's P. T. A. inaugurated a book rental system 
six years ago. Among other projects successfully completed 
are the purchase of additional reference materials for up- 
per grades, the purchase of a movie projector, and addi- 
tional playground equipment. 


AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY - 
HEDRICK BRANDT POST +23 


Many ladies of Kentland well remember June 13, 1929, when 
the Auxiliary of Hedrick-Brandt Post #23, American Le- 
gion, under the capable supervision of the first president, 
Mrs. Lucretia Van Kirk, and her officers: Frances Rex-vice 
president, Mrs. Mabel Goldenstein-treasurer, Mrs. Evalina 
Skinner, Chaplain, Miss Ilmogene Gott-Sgt. at Arms, and 
Mrs. Inez Boone-secretary, was organized. 

At the present time there are two hundred eleven members in 
the Auxiliary, and it is the sixth largest unit in the Second Dis- 
trict, which is composed of forty-nine units. Mrs. Martha 
Good is the present president. Mrs. Dallas Cannon is Past 
District Department President, and at present she is serving 
on the Finance Committee of the state organization and on 
the board for Girls’ State. Mrs. Rolland Ade is the Chair- 
man of Education and Scholarship organization for the 
state and also Parliamentarian for the Second District. 
Among the local projects are Poppy Day Sales, the spon- ° 
sorship of a representative to Girls’ State each year, spon- 
sorship of a magazine drive for the purchase of a sick- 
room equipment, and the sponsorship of the Brownie 
Troops of Kentland. 


KENTLAND JUNIOR WOMAN'S CLUB 


A group of young women met on the evening of November 
8, 1932, to organize a club. The name of the club was not 
decided upon until November 22 at which time it was de- 
cided to be a Sub-Junior Woman's Club of the Indiana Fed- 
eration. . 

The charter members included: Mary Roe, Medora Carlson 
McKinnon, Betty Hetzler, Geneva Holley Simons, Josephine 
Murphy Delph, Betty Myers Christenson, Jeanne Ross Ford, 
Florence Schneider Brown, Virginia Sell Shepard, Janice 
Staton Ross, Margaret Steinbach Carlson, Helen Van Kirk 
McGraw, Opal Duttenhaver Taylor, Dorothy White, Freda 
Neher Starcher, Dorothea Swaim Sammis, Catherine Schust- 
er Harriman, Martha Strole Irby. 

The first officers were Jeanne Ross Ford, president; Medora 
Carlson MacKinnon, vice president; Betty Meyers Christen- 
son, secretary-treasurer. 

The present membership of the Kentland Junior Woman's 
Club is twenty-nine active and eight associate members. It 
has as its current goal the granting of a $250 scholarship 
to a graduating senior. Mrs. Juanita Hall is the president; 
Mrs. Alice Terrell, vice president; Mrs. Nelda Reynolds, se- 
cretary; Mrs. Betty Dorton, treasurer. 

As a club group, the Kentland Junior Woman's Club gives 
an outright grant of $250 to a worthy senior each year. 
They conduct the Cancer campaign in Jefferson Township. 
In the past the club has contributed $500 toward the swim- 
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ming pool; $250 toward the JayCee park project. During 
W. W. | the members sponsored a Victory Book Campaign, 
and sent six hundred and seventy books to the service men, 
and also sent Christmas boxes to service men from Jeffer- 
son Township. 


ROTARY 


The Kentland Chapter of Rotary International was organiz- 
ed on December 5, 1939. Mr. J. E. Barce was the first presi- 
dent of the Kentland Rotary Club. Mr. B. J. Funk is the pre- 
sent president of the Rotarians. 

The Charter members who are still active follow: J. E. 
Barce, Ward K. Bartlett, Ralph Bower, Alvin Cast, Carl 
Funk, Dr. R. S. Yegerlehner, and Ira Dixon (honorary). 
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideals 
of service as a basis of worthy enterprise. 

Locally, the Rotarians have sponsored the Boy Scouts and 
have a scholarship which is granted to a graduating senior 
each spring for further training in the field of his choice. 
Presently, the Rotarians are cooperating with the Chamber 
of Commerce in trying to secure more residences for men 
who work in Kentland and are forced to commute. In ad- 
dition to the fact that it is the only service club in Kentland, 
the Rotary also features an oratorical ‘contest for high 
school students and unusually good programs featuring 
topics on a great range of subjects beneficial to the mem- 
bers. Their aim is to sponsor a Dale Carnegie Course in the 
coming year. 


CUB SCOUTS 


On May 31, 1945, Pack #51 of the Kentland Cub Scouts 
was organized under the sponsorship of the Kentland Wo- 
man's Club with Miss Mary Roe presiding over the Club 
at that time. 

The first Cubmaster was Stewart G. Beatty, and the Com- 
mittee Chairman was Ralph Pratt. The Den Mothers were 
Mrs. N. P. Krull, Mrs. S. G. Beatty, Mrs. Thos. Spencer, and 
Mrs. D. L. Dennis. 

There were twenty-one charter members of this Cub Pack: 
John Lee, Teddy Lacey, Max Schultz, Fred Ford, Ralph 
Hayes, Harold Dodd, Roscoe Spangler, Tom Mullen, Car! 
Curran, Ed Wilson, Bud Krull, Sam Washburn, Norman 
Weldon, Damon Toole, David Couch, James Walkup, James 
Beatty, William Riegle, Charles Ramp, Glen East, and Bob 
Sell. 

Today there are seven Dens of Cub Scouts in Kentland with 
a total enrollment of forty members. The present Cubmaster 
is Joe Bill Mullen. 


KENTLAND GIRL SCOUTS 


The first Kentland Girls Scouts were organized in 1946 as 
a Lone Troop. They were organized under the sponsorship 
of the Kentland Woman's Club. The first leaders were Mrs. 
Stuart Klekamp, Mrs. Dick Holloway, Mrs. Richard Carton, 
~ Mrs. Oral Curran, and Mrs. Russell Zell. 

Members of the first Girl Scout Troop were Patty Bedinger 
Hutchinson, Marilyn Beekman Johnson, Bertha Deardurff, 
Ann Hall Winger, Evelyn Loughridge Walker, Sally New- 
land Stombaugh, Donna Parr Umholtz, Phyllis Troup Knoch- 
el, Elizabeth Zell, and Margaret Weldon. 


In the early years of its organization, the Troop sponsored 
a waste fat collection drive. They also collected school 
supplies to send to the children of Greece. 

There are now thirty Girl Scouts in the Kentland Troop, 
and Miss Nancy Traverse serves as Leader together with 
her assistants: Mrs. Donald Blankenship, Mrs. Philip Stans- 
field, and Miss Marsha Bidwell. 

In May of 1956 the Girls Scouts celebrated a tenth anni- 
versary. Mrs. Herbert Schultz was leader at the time. 
Through her efforts, the troop was admitted to the Tippe- 
canoe Council of Girl Scouts in 1957. Membership in the 
Council is important because it provides training and assis- 
tance for local volunteer leaders as wel! as a link between 
local troops and national and international organizations. 


KENTLAND BROWNIE PACK 


The Brownie Pack in Kentland originated in March, 1946, 
under the leadership of Mrs. Rita Hafstrom, Mrs. Norma 
Zell, and Mrs. Ursela Klekamp. Originally there were two 
troops with a tota! membership of thirty. 

Today there are four troops with a total membership of 
fifty-one girls. The present leaders are Mrs. John Magee, 
Mrs. George Tilton, Mrs. Everet Nicholson, Mrs. Lloyd Mol- 
ter, and Mrs. Sherwood Carlson. Each troop has its own 
project and all pertain to community service and welfare. 
Two of the outstanding projects which all troops participat- 
ed in this year were the making of baby bibs for the nur- 
sery of the Watseka Hospital and the saving of pennies 
for a gift to the International Friendship Foundation Fund 
honoring Juliette Lowe, the founder of the Girl Scouts. 
The American Legion Auxiliary has sponsored the Brownie 
Pack of Kentland for some years, and Mrs. Mabel Hiestand 
and Miss Mary Roe have been Brownie benefactors as well. 


THE KENTLAND HOMEMAKER’S CLUB 


The Kentland Homemakers Club was organized in 1950 
with Mrs. Naomi Lutz as first president, Mrs. Robina Mc- 
Kee-vice president, Mrs. James Hassett-reporter, and Mrs. 
Katheryn Miller-secretary-treasurer. 

The objectives of the group were to study economic condi- 
tions and to improve the home life of the community. The 
charter members were: Lillie Alte, Virginia Bedinger, Callie 
Egan, Mae Plunkett, and Clara Simons in addition ,to the 
first officers. 

Today the organization has grown to a membership of 
twenty-one, and the present officers are: Mrs. Walter Alte, 
President; Mrs. Frank Philippi, vice president; Mrs. James 
Plunkett, secretary-treasurer; and Mrs. John Sullivan, re- 
porter. 


KENTLAND JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP PARENT TEACHER 
ASSOCIATION 


In 1950 the embryo of the present Kentland-Jefferson Town- 
ship Parent-Teacher Club was organized with Mr. H. E. 
Johnson as president, Mrs. Robert Simons as vice president, 
Mrs. Howard Wilson as secretary, and Mr. Wilbur Hayes 
as treasurer. Its chief aim was to bring the school and com- 
munity closer together. 

The Parent-Teacher Association founded a lucrative pro- 
ject-the Fall Festival--and has continued this project until 
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the present time. It has been held every year on or around 
Halloween. The proceeds from the Festival finance the or- 
ganization of the book rental for the grade school. Another 
project of P. T. A. was a-health survey. Immunizations were 
made for those children who needed small pox, whooping- 
cough, diptheria-tetanus immunizations. Eye examinations 
and recommendations were made by Dr. Curtis. Drs. Lo- 
gan and Limp administered the dental check-ups. 

The P. T. A. has not overlooked the recreational aspects of 
living: for two years the group sponsored a skating pro- 
gram in the Old Gym at the high school building. Skates 
were furnished by the P. T. A. A dancing class also was 
held one year with Mr. Allen, dancing instructor of Lafay- 
ette, in charge. 
Playground equipment for the grade school as been pur- 
chased also. 

At the present time there are one hundred ninety members. 
Current officers are: Dr. F. D. Logan, president; Mrs. Ear! 
Henderson, secretary; Mrs. Evart Kessler, treasurer; Di- 
rectors: Mrs. R. S. Yegerlehner, Mr. Garnett Janssen, and 
Mr. Martin Hopkins. 


KENTLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


In 1950 a group of Kentland business men and retail mer- 
chants organized the Kentland Chamber of Commerce. The 
main purpose of the organization was to cooperate with 
the Town Government in their program of town improve- 
ment and to foster business and industry in the town of 
Kentland. 

In the first active year, 1952, Herbert Cook took over as 
president; C. W. Shirk, treasurer; and John Magee, secre- 
tary. There were thirty-two charter members. 

The main activities of the Chamber as they have cooperat- 
ed with the Town Board are street and parking signs, street 
lighting, cooperative trade events for the merchants, swim- 
ming pool and increased facilities for recreation, and the 
increase in equipment and size of the Kentland Fire Depart- 
ment. The Chamber of Commerce, too, was influential in 
securing the location of the Judson Dunaway Corporation, 
now Drackett Co., here. 

The present membership of the Kentland Chamber of Com- 
merce is fifty-five actives. Mr. Paul Bruck is the president, 
Gene Brown, treasurer, and H. E. Johnson, secretary. 
Shortly after its inception the Chamber of Commerce pub- 
lished a brochure of Kentland advertising the facilities of 
the area and the advantages industries could secure here. 
This was done to facilitate the present goal of interesting 
industry in our community. Too, the current goals of the 
Organization are to aid the physical improvements about 
the town and the securing of residences for those employed 
in our community who are forced to commute. 

As was expressed by one of Kentland’s old-time business- 
men: ‘'The Kentland Chamber of Commerce has had much 
to do with the development of the town, and we are only 
beginning in the steady growth that is bound to come in 
future years.” 


KENTLAND GRANDMOTHERS’ CLUB 


The Kentland Grandmothers’ Club was organized on Sept- 
ember 18, 1952. Originally there were 13 members, and it 
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was established that 30 would be the maximum number in 
the club so that meetings could be held in the homes rather 
than in a special location. 

The first officers were: Mrs. Reba Kindig--president, Mrs. 
Carrie Spitler--vice president, Mrs. Mable Merkle--secretary, 
and Mrs. Susie Webster--treasurer. 

The purpose of the organization is to contribute to all lo- 
cal charities and help the community in any way possible. 
The present officers are: Dollie Foster--president, Hilma 
Morgan--vice president, lo Unger--secretary, and Ruby Wha- 
ley--treasurer. 7 


KAPPA, KAPPA, KAPPA, INC. 


Epsilon lota Chapter.of Kappa, Kappa, Kappa, Inc. was 
founded in September, 1953. The organization has as its 
purpose the promotion of charity, education, and culture. 
Kappa, Kappa, Kappa, Inc. as a state organization was 
founded in 1901. 

Originally there were twenty-nine charter members and the 
first officers were: Helen Bartlett (Mrs. Ward K.), now de- 
ceased, president; Kathleen Funk (Mrs. John R.), vice pre- 
sident; recording secretary was Barbara Spencer (Mrs. Edw.): 
Anna Marie Carton (Mrs. Richard), corresponding secretary; 
Greta Dixon was the first treasurer. 

Local Tri Kappa projects include a $1500 pledge to the 
George Ade Memorial Hospital, a valedictorian’s honor 
award given annually to a Kentland High School student, 
sponsorship of Mental Health campaign for Newton County, 
and participation in local charities. 

At present there are fifty active members and seven inac- 
tive members in the chapter. 

Betty Jean Cassidy (Mrs. J. J.) is the current president, 
Grace Cochrane (Mrs. John) vice president, Fanny Kessler 
(Mrs. Evart) secretary, Jeannette Batton (Mrs. Robert R.) 
corresponding secretary, and Eloise Schuster (Mrs Frank) 
treasurer. 

Future goals for the chapter include service to the hospi- 
tal, county Mental Health Drive, and tree planting. 


JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


The Kentland Junior Chamber of Commerce was chartered 
in March of 1955. Its first president was Albert Baumer, Jr. 
with Angus Washburn as secretary and Paul Hansen as 
treasurer. 

Its membership is limited to those young men between the 
ages of twenty-one and thirty-five. It is primarily a service 
organization and concerns itself with leadership training, 
both of the youth of the community and its own members. 
It has sponsored Auto-Ro-D-O Drivers, the Park Baseball 
Field backstop, sale of Xmas trees each year, and the instal- 
lation of rest rooms at the Town Park. Too, the Jaycees 
have placed new flags in the schools, placed church signs 
on the highways, and helped to encourage the location of 
the State Police Barracks in Kentland. 

At the present time there are twenty members tn the Jay- 
cees with Herb Sondgerath serving as president, Jerry Beebe 
as secretary, and Paul Krug as treasurer. 

Goals for the Jaycees this centennial year are a centennia! 
float, the building of a shelter house at the Town Park, and 
a safe driving rodeo. 
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THE KENTLAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


The Kentland Development Corporation was organized in 
the fall of 1957 and actually received its first charter in 
January of 1958. 
There were about sixty-five charter members of whom all 


v 


are still alive and active in business. The purpose of the 
Corporation is to develop industrial growth for Kentland. 
The first officers still serving in that capacity are: G. B. Har- 
ris, president; R. R. Batton, Jr., vice president; G. Beebe, 
treasurer; R. Bower, executive secretary; B. Hensley, direct- 
or; H. E. Johnson, director. 

The accomplishments of the Development Corporation are 
the erection of twenty-four road signs advertising Kentland, 
the distribution of 25,000 litter-bug containers as advertise- 
ment, follow-up on several prospective industries. 


THE YOUNG HOMEMAKERS’ CLUB OF KENTLAND 


The Young Homemakers’ Club of Kentland was organized 
in June, 1959. Its first president was Frances Polen, with Shir- 


ley Bryant as vice president, Helen Lemna as secretary, and 
Carolyn Stanton as treasurer. Originally there were ten 
members. Their goal was to reach economic perfection. 


At the present time there are thirteen members in the or- 
ganization. Frances Polen is serving again as president. 
Several lessons during the year are given by a Home De 
monstration Agent. Each month one member of the organi- 
zation gives a lesson for the purpose of improving the 
home. 


HAPPY GRANDMOTHERS CLUB 


This grandmothers’ group was organized in July of 1959. 
The first officers of the Happy Grandmothers’ Club were 
Rosetta McAlexander, president; Emma Sullivan, vice-presi- 
dent; Edna Parr, secretary; and Mae Presher, treasurer. 
Frances Cahill, Laura Cooley, Robina McKee, Alice Gad- 
son, Edna Parr, Emma Sullivan, Mae Presher, Evelyn Riegle, 
Rosetta McAlexander, Edna Phillippi, Alice Franklin, and 
Olive Clark were the charter members. 

The goal of this organization is to subscribe to all local 
activities pertaining to community betterment and to help 
in civic projects to the best of their abilities. 

At the present time there are twenty-four members in the 
club. 


KENTLAND IN THE YEAR 2000 A. D. 


by Pearl Wildasin East 


Based upon projections made by Raymond Bower, Realtor; 
B. J. Funk, Industrialist; and John Webster, Insurance; and 
Farm Bureau Representative. 

Kentland in this year 2000 A. D. has become a thriving 
community with a population of five thousand people. A- 
mong these, there are twelve hundred fifty male wage 
earners and a goodly number of unmarried women work- 
ers. Because of economic circumstances, married women 
have returned to the home where they have applied their 
education and abilities to the proper rearing of children 
and to the supervision of a gracious home. It is generally 
conceded that this one change has greatly reduced the 
juvenile delinquency so prevalent in the 1950's and 60's 
and has also contributed to improved mental health every- 
where. 

Earning a livelihood has taken on the pattern of a shorter 
work week of twenty-eight hours, or four seven-hour days, 
with Friday, Saturday, and Sunday free. Jobs are controlled 
by taxes that are prohibitive for one individual to do too 
much for pay. There are less than half as many farmers 
now as in 1960. Farm corporations or managerial units of 
about 1500 acres of land have largely taken the place of 
individual operations, and small farmers often lease their 
land to these operators and receive a good return on their 
investments. Under such management, dairying, or the rais- 
ind and feeding of beef cattle, sheep, or hogs are large 
operations carried on with ultra-modern equipment and the 
employment of University-proven feeding practices. Near- 
ness to the recently built processing plants out on marginal 
land has further increased efficiency. 

Corn is the only grain crop produced in this area, and new 
varieties have been developed for livestock feeding, for 
human food, and for commercial use in the Plastics Pro- 


ducts factory near the river. This 200 bushel per acre corn 
is combined in the fields and atomically dried in the same 
operation. All tractors are atomically powered and are 
equipped with air-conditioned cabs, push button controls, 
and communication facilities. 

Fortunately, our people are now fully awakened to the 
urgency of keeping this good corn ground for production. 
Because of this, the town’s boundaries have been limited 
to a strip of one-half mile on either side of the highways, 
so it will not encroach upon this very valuable farm ground. 
Realizing that we have here that rare combination of soil 
and climate that produce our high yields of corn and that 
there is comparatively little of such productive land in the 
world, it is necessary that we maintain it to help feed the 
tremendous population of the world in the future. 

While we still have Kentland’s two original factories and 
Funk's Seed Corn Plant of earlier years, we also have the 
nearby plastics factory, the factory for pre-fab metal pro- 
duts that is a companion of the steel industry, and the pro- 
cessing plants for livestock. Most of these are located on re- 
claimed land incidental to the river control project of many 
years ago. In addition to employment in these plants, there 
are hundreds of people trained for maintenance jobs and 
for the many professional and personal services necessary 
to an advanced way of life. Our leisure has also developed 
new jobs for those who provide places for recreation and 
pastimes. Educational requirements for all workers have 
been raised so that a college education is necessary for most 
positions, and the old-time common laborer has practically 
disappeared from the scene. 

People and their well-being are of prime importance, and 
well rounded lives must have mental, physical, and spiritual 
balance. Because of so much leisure time, there has had to 
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be a constructive approach to its use, and self development 
in various fields has become the keynote of our leisure. Re- 
creation areas, such as Willow Slough and our big Iroquois 
Lake, which was made by the river dam, provide outdoor 
activities of fishing, boating, swimming, hunting, and picnics. 
The new bowling alley, the Little Theatre, the Art Center, 
and school activities attract others, while sports continue 
more popular than ever. Purdue has broadened its program 
of convocations so that there are nightly presentations of 
music, lecturers, or drama. The new Consolidated School 
is one of the most modern and well-equipped in the state 
and has some three thousand pupils in attendance. Children 
start to school at the age of five, continue through high 
school, and may also take the advanced courses of Junior 
College that are offered. Special aptitude tests are given 
to determine abilities and interests, so that students may 
decide on a career and apply themselves to that training, 
even before entering the university. Foreign languages, with 
special emphasis on the International Languages, because 
of opportunities the world over, are taught in the grades 
and in T.V. courses, so that adults may learn other lan- 
guages, too. This encourages interest in other countries and 
people and aids in world understanding. Many adults take 
these courses to keep pace with the times. With a new un- 
derstanding and a recognition of the need for spiritual 
strength, people have returned to their churches for a faith 
to live by, and religious programs are a definite part of 
community living. 

With world transportation moving at such great speeds, we 
have become accustomed to jet travel and to the electroni- 
cally-controlled and atomically-powered, very fast tube 
transportation that uses the right-of-way formerly used by 
railroads. A few of our citizens are hoping to get reserva- 
tions for the first missile plane trip to Paris in a possible 
fifteen minutes. The scientists have recently solved the “G" 
problem of great body pressure of acceleration in getting 
airborne by use of the specially constructed black-out suits. 
We have helicopter busses to nearby cities and our cars, 
without old-fashioned wheels, or individual helicopters for 
short runs. When we go to the Shopping Center, we land 
Our ‘copters on the plot where the Court House stood in 
the days before county units were done away with. Our 
former county is now called Newton Township, and the 
townships are precincts with district headquarters in Lafay- 
ette. Because of people's continued demands for security, 
taxes have become more and more a part of our economy 
with more government control in our whole scheme of liv- 


ing, which is governed by IBM machines. 

The George Ade Memorial Hospital opened in 1960, has 
now tripled its capacity and also has a clinic. Annual health 
check-ups are compulsory for all residents as a part of our 
socialized medicine, and general health is much better, with 
a life span of one hundred years quite common. The com- 
mon cold and many former killers, such as cancer and heart 
disease, are practically eliminated; and our greatest health 
problem is atomic radiation. 

Our community's newest project is the spacious Home for 
Senior Citizens in a beautiful setting overlooking the lake. 
It has modern rooms and units for happy, constructive living 
after retirement. Inclusive facilities are set up for study, re- 
creation, music, art, and work so each person may do 
whatever he finds of interest. An infirmary and a chapel 
for religious services add to the security and well-being of 
those who live there. 

Kentland, through the years has been proud of its people 
with their high standards and their nice homes. Today, these 
standards still hold, and the homes are as modern and 
functional as anywhere in the country. Many are the plastic 
mushroom type, the dome type, or one of the new feature 
types; but in every case, all will have the careful planning 
and gadgets that provide for comfortable living and gra- 
cious hospitality. The open-type kitchen, as the hub of the 
home, has a central push-button control panel, a cooking 
center with electronic oven, a supersonic dishwasher, ir- 
radiated food storage, and picture phones to check on all 
rooms in the house. Other communication is done with the 
handy sized Dial-a-Talkie and Vision, which may be car- 
ried in purse or pocket, if the user wishes. Most homes have 
solar heating though some are now using an atomic core 
for heat and power and all have complete air condition- 
ing. Since home and school are well-coordinated, the TV 
room is used primarily as a training center for both chil- 
dren and adults. Homework, the bugaboo of school days 
years ago, is now done by TV. The family room with ex- 
pandable walls, has Hi-Fi and wall cabinets for games and 
books, and adapts readily to a larger playroom, a party 
room for dancing, a room for several tables of Bridge, or 
just a place where the members of the family may relax 
and be quiet. Since the wife and mother has applied her 
talents so efficiently to a career of homemaking, the Amer- 
ican scene has changed, and once again the home has be- 
come the center of mutual interests and loyalties that make 
for happiness and stability. The American home and family 
is an integral unit that is still a great bulwark of our U.S.A. 
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PRESIDENT Vice President Secretary : : Treasurer 
Samuel E. Molter : Van E. Cox George F. Sammons Loyal C. Knollin 


John A. Bruck 


Edwin L. Robinson Howard C. Washburn Paul R. Linn 


The officers and directors of KENTLAND BUILDING & LOAN ASSOCIATION extend to the Centennial Com- 
mittee and all workers connected therewith their appreciation of a task well done. As we celebrate our 
40th Anniversary this year we are mindful of those who laid the foundation for our success and trust that 
the future will merit your continued confidence in our association. . 
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TWO 


NEW 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 


FOR 


Jan 


THE BAUMER'S STUDIO 


Your choice for better Photography’ 


WELCOME HOME 
KENTLANDITES 


Kentland beginning its 101st year 
We are beginning our Ist year. 


Jack & Winnie Yost 
Jack Yost Furniture 


226 N. Third St. 


Kentland, Indiana 


¢ 


Since 1948 


The American Motel located on U. S. 41, was built in 
1956 by Mr. and Mrs. Emerson Goyette, who also man- 
age it. The Goyettes have been in the Motel business for 
the past 12 years and are the parents of Beverly, a fresh- 
man at Purdue University, Jim and Wayne, students at 
A. J. Kent Junior High, Edward, a third grade student at 
St. Joseph's School, Ronald 5, and Thomas 2, at home, 
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OLD HOMES IN KENTLAND 
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The first house built in Kentland was by Thomas Moore, father of Mrs. 


Phillip Gagnon, who resides there today. 1860. 


The home of William Bruck, built in 1875 at the corner of Second 


Street and Iroquois Drive. 


rb tem 


Lbenmenenaarmaaeies 


rennet tata s 


This house was built by John Cheseborough in 1860. It was remodeled 
in 1910 by A. D. Washburn. Now the home of Mrs. Ellsworth Wilson. 


The McCray family home built in about 1890. George McCray resides 
in this home, which was built by his father, Warren T. McCray. 


| 
«Ubi a 


sat A ora 


Built by Will Ade about 1890. Now the home of Built by John Ade in 1865. Now on the farm of 
Mr. and Mrs. Vance Potts Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Knollin at west edge of Kent- 


, land. 


| The home of Miss Dorothy White. Built in 1875 
| by Chris Arnedt. 
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When Kentland was fifty years old, the event was celebrated with a street fair. Pictured above 
of Loughridge's store, are a group of local citizens with an oxen-drawn hay rack. 


, in front 


A typical family in 1899 photogra 


phed in the family living room. This 
; M. Light. 


is the family of Mr and Mrs. Hugh 


: 41 


IN MEMORY OF OUR GRANDPARENTS 


GREENBERRY AND MARTHA McCRAY 


Who Came to Newton County in 1861 


and 


JOHN AND ADELINE ADE 


Who Came to Newton County in 1853 


Lucile McCray Evans George W. McCray 


IN MEMORY OF IN MEMORY OF 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Angus D. Washburn 


LeRoy H. Dorsey 
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Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Howard C. Washburn 


R & B MOTORS INC. 


“Your Friendly Ford Dealer” 
Flite Fuel Gas & Trop Artic Motor Oil 


Kentland, Indiana Washing - Lubrication 


Tires & Tubes 
Phone 450 - 451 


COMPLIMENTS 


KENTLAND TRACTOR SALES 


U.S. 24 West OF 
Complete line of FORD TRACTORS MR. & MRS. LYNN 
and Implements ZIEGLER 


Sales and Service 
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VIRAL 


Aikman Hardware 


Sheldon, Illinois 


PITTSBURG PAINTS 


Farm and Home Supplies 
Housewares 
Quality Hardware 


Gifts 


LOUGHRIDGE SERVICE 
Frigidaire 
Refrigerators . Ranges . Washers & 
Dryers . Food Freezers . lce Cube 
Makers . Room Air Conditioners 


Kentland, Indiana Phone 244 W 


Compliments of 


KENTLAND LOCKER PLANT 


Marilyn and Bob Hiestand 


2 GA*. 


Compliments of 


The Kent Realty Company 


All forms of Insurance 


Companies since 1880 


DUNCAN LODGE MOTEL 


U.S. Highway #41 


Telephone 465 


Be sure to stop at 


BEEBE SalAS LEE FREEZ 


North on Route 41 - Kentland 


Delicious Ice Cream 
Excellent Sandwiches 
--In A Basket-- 
Chicken - Shrimp - Burger 
Eat in Cool Comfort 
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Town Board of Kentland in 1930. Front: Willard Sprowl, Hume Sam- Raising the flag and dedication of new flag pole on May 30, 1918. 


mons, James Illingsworth, Sr. Back Row: tra Dixon, R. T. Coughlin. All This scene is at the northwest corner of the Court House Square. 
are wearing new $10 hats, a gift from business men of Kentland after 
a successful clean-up campaign. 


| f Charles J. Hassett and son Bernard in the doorway of the White's Res- Kentland'’s first girl's basketball team. Back row: Maude Steele, Mabel 
a) fourant which he operated in the early 1900's. Sell, Grace Smalley. Front: Nell McCain and Vera Spinney. 


Birthplace of George Ade, Indiana author, opposite the Newton County 
Court House. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF NEWTON COUNTY 
by John M. Connell 
Newton County Auditor 


How Newton County Received Its Name 


In the 1830s, it was the custom of the State Legislature to 
name the new counties after their war heroes. Thus it was 
that Newton County was named after a Sergeant Newton 
who, along with a Sergeant Jasper, fought with “Marion's 
Men” in the Revolutionary War. The two Sergeants were 
often united in deeds of daring. 

One of the stories told of these two soldiers was of the 
rescuing of an American soldier, his wife and child from 
the British troops while they were being marched along with 
other prisoners to Savannah, Georgia, for trial. The two 
American soldiers laid in ambush; and, when the prisoners 
were left with only two guards while the other guards were 
filling their canteens a short distance away, Sergeant New- 
ton and Sergeant Jasper came stealthily from their hiding 
place, killed the two guards, and fled with the prisoners. 
It was such deeds as this that made these men heroes and 
their names have received a perpetual place in history as 
the namesakes of the ‘Twin Counties’ of Jasper and New- 
ton. 


Early Settlements and Inhabitants 


Until 1832 most of the territory which now makes up New- 
ton County was held by the Pottawattamie Indian Tribe. 
That year they ceded it to the United States but were not 
removed from the territory until five or six years after- 
wards. The Siouxs, Iroquois, and Kickapoos also made oc- 
casional visits to the territory, being enticed there by the 
abundance of game, fish, and fur bearing animals. Evi- 
dence of their being here is substantiated by the finding of 
Indian artifacts. Deer were found to be plentiful. Prairie 
chickens and grouse were in unlimited numbers along with 
geese ducks, pigeons and other wild game. In fact they 
were so great in number that professional hunters slaught- 
ered them for the Chicago and New York markets. Wolves 
and coyote were numerous and even wild hogs which had 
escaped from older settlements were hunted, not so much 
for their food value as for the sport. 

The first settlements of white inhabitants were located along 
the Iroquois River and Beaver Creek. The first known one 
was formed near Brook, in 1832, by James Lacy, G. W. 
Spitler, Squire Lyons, T. K. Barker, and Samuel Benjamin. 


The firsf white child born in Newton County was Aaron | 


Lyons whose son, Arthur Lyons, still lives in Brook. The birth- 
place is commonly known as the Franklin farm and is now 
owned by John White, Sr. of Kentland. In 1836, Jacob Ken- 
oyer erected the first saw mill and grain mill on Spitler’s 
Creek, which is near the E. U. B. Mt. Zion Church northwest 
of Kentland. 

Two years later, in 1838, John Murphey came to this region 
and settled on Beaver Creek. At the time of his arrival there 
were but twelve families in the County. 


Some of the more romantic history of the county occurred 
between the time of the departure of the Indians and the 
coming of the permanent settlers. Along with the profes- 
sional trappers came a class of outlaws. Horse stealing and 
counterfeiting became the prevailing crimes and were so 
commen that the practice was looked upon by the commun- 
ity as more inconvenient than criminal. Finally the boldness 
of the outlaws became more than the citizens could bear 
and a group of citizens, calling themselves ‘County Rang- 
ers, ferreted out the retreat of the outlaws and destroyed 
their hideouts, the most famous one being on Bogus Island 
in McClellan Township. 


The First Newton County 


It may be a surprise to some, but the present county of New- 
ton is not the first of that name in the State. In 1838, the 
Legislature organized Newton County out of a territory 
bounded on the west by Illinois, on the north by the Kanka- 
kee River, on the east by Stark and Pulaski counties, and 
on the south by a line lying north of Washington and Iro- 
quois Townships. This original Newton County never had an 
existence for civil or judicial purposes so far as is known 
but was attached to Jasper for civil purposes and to White 
for judicial purposes. 

The old county maintained its existence and name but for 
a short time, being consolidated with Jasper in 1838. After 
the consolidation, the county of Jasper consisted of the ter- 
ritory now embraced in the counties of Jasper, Newton, and 
Benton, the first court being held at Parish Grove, the first 
county seat, in the year of 1838. The following yeur the 
county seat was removed to the residence of G. W. Spit- 
ler who resided two miles southwest of the present town 
of Brook. Mr. Spitler’s residence was on th south side of 
the Iroquois River, a farm now known as the Jacob Bower 
farm. Nothing remains of the original building, but a per- 
manent marker is being planned by interested county his- 
torians. 

In 1840, the territory now known as Benton County was 
struck off, leaving the county seat in the southwest corner 
of the territory. This created a county seat removal mania. 
Upon a vote of the inhabitants, the county seat was moved 
to the rapids of the Iroquois River and the new town of 
Newton was established, later called Rensselaer. 

Matters ran quietly until 1857, when it became known that 
certain parties had lobbied through the Legislature a bill 
which would prevent the citizens of the western portion of 
Jasper County from ever creating a new county. The citi- 
zens immediately started to work, calling meetings and get- 
ting signatures on petitions to present to the Commissioners 
of Jasper County asking to be set off in a new county, to 
be called by the name of Beaver. At a meeting in Morocco, 
upon the motion of Thomas Barker, the name was changed 
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from Beaver to Newton. 

A great legal fight now developed between the Jasper 
County Commissioners and the petitioners and was in the 
courts for the next two years until 1859, when the Supreme 
Court decided in favor of the new Newton County. Gover- 
nor Willard then appointed three commissioners, Mr. Dun- 
lap, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Owen, who after spending con- 
siderable time over the question, located the county seat 
at the town of Kent in February of 1860. The governor also 
appointed Thomas Barker as organizing sheriff for the new 
county and an election was held on April 2, 1860, with 492 
votes being cast. This resulted in the election of the follow- 
ing men to county offices: Auditor Alexander Sharp; Clerk, 
Zacharias Spitler; Treasurer, Samuel McCullough; Recorder, 
John Ade; Sheriff, Elijah Shriver; Surveyor, A. W. Shidler; 
Coroner, Jarred Yoeman; and Commissioners, Thomas Bark- 
er, William Russell and Michael Coffelt. On the 21st day of 
April, 1860, these men took the oath of office. 

Newton County was now officially a county. It became then 
and still is the youngest county in the State of Indiana. 
What a coincidence it is that one hundred years after the 
birth of Indiana's 92nd county, a county hospital will be de- 
dicated, called the George Ade Memorial Hospital, named 
after a world famous son of one of the county's early pio- 
neers, John Ade, its first County Recorder and man who 
was one of the leaders in winning the fight to establish the 
new County of Newton. 


Locating and Constructing the Courthouse 


Like most counties, the location of the county seat or court- 
house, next to the formation of the county, was of highest 
importance. Newton County was no exception and the 


question where to locate, touched off a very bitter fight - 


which ended up in the courts and left scars for years. A 
book could be written about the fight that developed over 
the location. As late as 1883, the author of the book History 
of Warren, Benton, Jasper and Newton Counties wrote that 
“circumstances may delay the removal from its present lo- 
cation at Kentland but that the county seat will eventually 
be removed is felt to be certain.” 

Meanwhile the Commissioners contracted for a temporary 
courthouse in Joe! Anderson's store building at a rent of 
$6 per month while the new courthouse was being con- 
structed at a cost of $1000. The building was a plain frame 
structure located on the present courthouse grounds, with 
court and jury rooms above and four offices below. This 
building, along with a small addition built to the north, was 
used until the construction of the present courthouse ata 
cost of $26,195. The old building was sold to John Simons 
for the sum of $170. This has made the actual cost to the 
county $830 for 45 years of service or in terms of rent, 
$18.50 per year. 


Organization of Townships 


At the time of the organization of the County, there were 
five townships, namely: Iroquois, Jackson, Beaver, Washing- 
ton, and Lake. On April 23, 1860, two days after the or- 
ganization, a petition was presented to the County Com- 
missioners asking that Washington Township be divided so 
that the part north of the Iroquois River would remain as 


Washington Township and the part south of the river to 
the Benton County line would become a new township to 
be called Jefferson. This was granted by the Commissioners. 
In December of 1862, a portion of Beaver Township was 
struck off to become McClellan Township. In December of 
1865 a petition was presented to the Commissioners asking 
that a new township of Grant be formed from the southern 
part of Iroquois Township. This was granted by the Com- 
missioners. On March 9, 1871, Colfax was formed. Lincoln 
was the last township to be formed of what now comprises 
Newton County. Lake Township thus became the only one 

to retain its original boundary lines. - 


Platting the Towns 


Morocco became the first town to be platted in Newton 
County, this occurring in 1851. Kentland followed in 1860, 
Goodland in May of 1866, Brook in June of 1866, and Lake 
Village in 1876. Then Thayer, Roselawn, Julian, and Fores- 
man followed in 1882, Beaver City in 1893, Ade in 1906, 
Enos in 1907, Conrad in 1908, and the last town, Sumava 
Forest Resorts, in 1927. Thus Kentland and Newton County 
will celebrate their 100th anniversaries the same year. 


FIRSTS in the County 


The first organized church in the county, a United Brethren 
Church, was built on the farm of Fredrick Kenoyer and his 
son Jacob. This farm is now owned by the heirs of Frank 
Strasser, located straight north of Kentland or seven and | 
one-half miles southwest of Brook. This first place of wor- 
ship was a log cabin which was afterwards replaced by a 
hewed log structure. Fredrick Kenoyer and his son were 
both ministers and did a great deal in the molding of the 
manners and morals of the citizens of Newton County. One 
of the direct descendants of Fredrick Kenoyer is Ernest 
Kenoyer of Brook who is a great grandson. The United 
Brethren people were the most numerous in the County at 
this time, building the first church in Kentland, which was 
also the first frame church in the County. The second church 
to be built in Newton County was a Methodist Church in 
Morocco. 

The first railroad to be completed in the county was the 
Logansport and Peoria with the first train running over it 
in 1859. This railroad is known now as the Pennsylvania 
and extends the entire width of the county. 

The first newspaper in the new county was the Newton 
Chronotype, the first edition for the public being edited on 
September 26, 1861. The Newton Democrat followed in 
1862. 

The first public school was established at Morocco in 1854. 
The first high school to graduate a class was Kentland in 
1876. One hundred years ago, Newton County had 900 
children attending 25 schools. Now we have 2648 students 
attending nine public schools and one parochial school. The 
last one room schools in operation were one in Lake Town- 
ship, one in Jackson, and three in Washington Township, 
the last one being closed April 23, 1927. 

Newton County could not boast of its own jail until 1931 
when the present brick structure, one of the finest in the 
State, was built at a cost of $25,000. The County has been 
the owner of three different county homes, the first being 
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in Iroquois Township and the last two in Washington Town- 


ship. The building preceding the present home burned in 
1910. It had twelve inmates at that time and was managed 
by Supt. Hooker, The present brick home was built in 1910 
at a cost of $20,000. 

The first lodge established tn the county was the Morocco 
Masonic Lodge No. 372, in 1865. The next order of lodges 
to be organized was the Odd Fellows in 1870 and K. of 
P's in 1876. 

War History 


Space does not permit the story of Newton County's place in 
the histories of wars in which its citizens participated. Cer- 
tainly its men and women served their country with honor 
and distinction down through the wars, starting with the 
Civil War and on through the Korean conflict. The Chicago 
Tribune, in an editorial during World War Two, pointed to 
Newton County and its small towns as an example the rest 
of the United States could follow. The editorial pointed out 
that Néwton County not only led the nation percentage- 
wise in bond buying but also in furnishing men and women 
for the armed services. 


The County's Growth Over the Years 


Starting with a land valuation in 1860 of $1,049,625 from 
which $8,444 of tax revenue was raised Newton County 


now has a valuation in excess of thirty-three million dollars 
which will raise $1,319,950 in taxes for 1960. Over 55% of 
this tax revenue will go for school purposes. This alone is 
proof that Newton County is not neglecting the education 
of its children. 

The population growth has not kept pace with its wealth. 
The first fifty years of its existence, Newton County grew 
from a population of 2360 in 1860 to 9540 in 1910, an 
increase of 7200. The last fifty years has only produced a 
population increase of approximately two thousand people. 
From the first Indian trails used by the early settlers, The 
Bunkum Road from Bunkum to Rensselaer, roads to Lafay- 
ette and Chicago, Newton County can at the present boast 
of 654 miles of county highway plus 140 miles of state 
roads. In 1951, a fine highway garage was erected at Mo- 
rocco. ; 
Newton County is one of the five richest agricultural count- 
ies in the State of Indiana. Its citizens, we think, the best. 
What of the future? Certainly the next one hundred years 
will probably bring as many startling changes as did the 
past one hundred. We cannot imagine what the future 
holds for Newton County and its citizens. We can only 
hope and pray that God will bless Newton County and its 
people as it has in the past. 
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Left to right: Sharon, Helen, Debbie, George, Jr. and George Kingsley. Although not a life-long member 
of this community, the Kingsleys are more than proud to take an active part in this celebration 
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Johnny R. Funk, Jr. 


Compliments of 


Pedro Perkins 


KENTLAND 
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY 


Kentland, Indiana 


The John R. Funk 


Family 


- 70 - 


Kathy Connor Funk 


Compliments of 


THE BORDEN 
ICE CREAM COMPANY 
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We Invite Public Inquiry Pertaining to the 


Utilization of Our Unexcelled Telephonic Equipment 


United Telephone Company of Indiana, Ine. 
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The original Nu-Joy Restaurant was opened for business on April 13, 1929. In 1933 the Nu-Joy was re- 
modeled and re-equipped for the Chicago World's Fair. It opened on Decoration Day morning, 1933. De- 
stroyed by fire, on September 7, 1945, the Nu-Joy Restaurant moved to the old Kent Estate and opened in 
December, 1945, temporarily, pending the relocation and construction of U S. 41 dual lane. The Nu-Joy 


Restaurant opened in its present location on October 7, 1954, with spacious new dining rooms and com- 
pletely modern kitchens. 
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BOYD I. NEHER 


Cash Registers, Scales 
Adding Machines & Typewriters 
Bought, Sold & Repaired 


~ Kentland, Indiana 


Ditlab dae ile 


Dentist 


Phone 104 


Kentland, Indiana 


DR. D. C. CURTIS 


Optometrist 


Phone 334 


Kentland, Indiana 


DR. F. D. LOGAN 


Dentist 
Phone 375 


Kentland, Indiana 


CASSIDY CHEVROLET BUICK SALES 


John B. Cassidy 
John J. Cassidy 
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CENTENNIAL OFFICERS 


Charles W. Morgan Gerald McCarty Lloyd Molter 
Headquarters Chairman Vice Chairman Vice Chairman 


Catherine Carton John Cochrane Kent Tanquary 
Vice President ; eo Vice President mt Vice President 


B. J. Funk Angus Washburn Jesse McMullan Mrs. Lynn Ziegler 
Secretary Treasurer Asst, Treasurer Rec. Secretary 
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Alfred L. Apple Gene Ashton Pau! Bruck Sherwood E. Carlson 
Publicity Chairman Participation Chairman Operating Capital Chairman Decorating Chairman 
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Al Cast John Cochrane Martin Hopkins Mrs. Lyle Hunter 
Hospitality Chairman Special Events Chairman ; ~ Spectacle Chairman Participation Chairman 
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T. A. Kenney Paul Linn Virgil Robbins Bill Zimmerman 
Revenue Chairman Spectacle Ticket Chairman Fireworks Chairman Decorating Chairman : 
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Judge Newell A. Lamb 


Lenore- Winters Howard C. Washburn Mrs. Howard C. Washburn 
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INDIANA STATE POLICE 
KENTLAND POST 3 B 


Cpl. Alfred L. Apple 


Tpr. Lewis Glassburn Tpr. Jimmy P. Lanman Tpr. John H. Neal Tpr. Kenneth Richcreek Tpr. Jack Steele 
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PRONGER'S COUNTRY INN INC.,, 


Kentland, Indiana 


Located on U.S. 41 By Pass. 3 blocks North of 24 and 52. 


This is one of the new restaurants and was opened July 1952. 


We serve delicious home cooked foods - serving from 7:00 A.M. 


to 11:00 P.M. daily. A complete line of beautiful gift 


merchandise is being added to our Gift Shop 


Business is operated by Mr. and Mrs. B.C. Pronger 


JOHN KRUG FARMER'S SUPPLY 


Hardware Allis Chalmers Sales & Service 


Kentland, Indiana Howard Kessler - Brook, Indiana 


7 Compliments of 
LOVELL’'S STANDARD SERVICE 


Floyd A. Lovell, Prop. 


HIGH POINT OIL COMPANY 


Atlas Tires-Batteries-Accessories Randolph Morgan 


On Jct. U.S. Highways 24, 41, and 52 
Phone 69-W Kentland, Indiana 


Kentland, Indiana 
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Dr. Leon E. Kresler brought his family to Kentland in the 
spring of 1957. The Schuh property on the corner of Sey- 
mour and 4th Streets was renovated and the doctor's office 
was established on the first floor. The family lived in the 
upper rooms for two years before moving into their new 
home pictured here. 

The name of Kresler has long been associated with Newton 
County and the Town of Kentland. It was in 1924 that Dr. 
Kresler's father, the late Frank G. Kresler, Sr., of Rensse- 
laer, owned the Kentland Theatre, then located on Graham 
Street across from the Arcade Hotel in the building which 
now houses the Kentland Locker Plant. Frank Kresler also 
maintained 400 acres of farm land near Brook and upon 
his death in 1953 the land was retained by his four heirs, 
Dr. Leon Kresler being the youngest. 


Ranier-Brown, Inc. 


Phone 425 


Kentland, Indiana 


_, COMPLETE HOME FURNISHINGS 


Residence of Dr. and Mrs. L. E. Kresler Kentland, Indiana 


The home pictured here was built on part of the original 
Kent estate just west of the Kent home now identified as 
the Nu Joy Restaurant. The doctor and his family moved 
into their new home in May, 1959. 

Dr. Kresler was graduated from Rensselaer High School in 
1933, completed his pre-medical work at Northwestern Uni- 
versity and received his medical degree from Indiana Uni- 
versity School of Medicine. He served in the Armed Forces 
for four years, three of which were spent overseas in the 
North African Campaign and invasion of Sicily. His mar- 
riage to the former Miss Frances Perrottet of Wheaton, 
Illinois, took place in 1945. 

Dr. and Mrs. Kresler have three children, a daughter Stacey 
born in 1946, a son Philip born in 1950, and a daughter 
Ann, born in 1955. 
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Diedam Decorating Co. 


Designers of Church and Residential Decorating 


KENTLAND, 
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KENTLAND BUSINESS MEN AND WOMEN 


Henry Altman 
Everett Anstett 
Gene Ashton 


Mrs. Gene Ashton 
Edwin C. Ball 


J. Edward Barce 
John Barce 
W. K. Bartlett 


Robert R. Batton 
Albert Baumer, Jr. 


Mrs. Albert Baumer, Jr. 


Gerald Beebe 
Mrs. Gerald Beebe 
Gerald D. Beebee 


Mrs. Gerald D. Beebe 


Henry Beherns 
Carl Bidwell 
Mrs. Carl Bidwell 
Jerry Blanke 
Otto Boone 


Mrs. Otto Boone 
Bernard Borman 
Ralph Bower 
Mrs. Ralph Bower 
Gene Brown 


Mrs. Gene Brown 
James J. Brown 
Bill Bruck 

John Bruck 

Paul Bruck 


Lawson Brunton 
John B. Cassidy 
John J. Cassidy 


Mrs. John J. Cassidy 
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D. C. Curtis 
Charles Daley 
Mrs. Charles Daley 
John Diedam 

Buck Dorton 


Marion Dunn 
George Dye 
C. J. Fenzau 
B. J. Funk 
Carl Funk 


Harold Funk 

John R. Funk 
William E. Funk 
Wayne Good 
Mrs. Wayne Good 


Terry Goodman 
Emerson Goyette 
James Griffis 

Mrs. Donald Herriman 
Bob Hiestand 


Mrs. Bob Hiestand 
Morris Holley 
Herb Hoover 
Michael Hopkins 
Martin Hopkins 


Lyle Hunter 

Mrs. Lyle Hunter 

H. E. Johnson 
Kenneth Jones 

Mrs. Kenneth Jones 


Charles Kain 
Mrs. Charles Kain 
T. Arthur Kenney 
Dr. Leon Kresler 
John Krug 
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Mrs. John Krug 

Paul Krug 

Nicholas P. Krull 
Mrs, Nicholas P. Krull 
Leonard LeBeau 


Mrs. Leonard LeBeau 
Dr. H. J. Limp 

Dr. Fred Logan 
Bernard Loughridge 
Jess McMullan 


Bill Miller 
Cecil Miller 
Fred Miller 
Ralph Miller 
Richard Miller 


Samuel E. Molter 

Mrs. Leonidas Morgan 
R. C. Morgan 

Mrs. Frank Morton, Sr. 
Charles Murphy 


Mrs. Charles Murphy 
Mrs. Lloyd Myers 
Ray O Brien 

Harold Oliver 

Mrs. Harold Oliver 


Wilbur L. Olson 

Mrs. John Parr 

Merwin Pence 

Mrs. Elman Perkins 
Elman D. (Pedro) Perkins 


Mrs. Frank Phillippi 
Frank Phillippi 

F. D. Pierce 

Mrs. Paul Plunkett 
Paul Plunkett 
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Henry W. Reinhart 
Myron Reynolds 
Mrs. Myron Reynolds 
Anne Rheude ‘ 
Ray Richards 


Herbert Russell 
Mrs. Richard Ryan 
Richard Ryan 
Emma Sands 

E. K. Saver 


Warren Schoon 
Darrel Schuh 
Herbert Schultz 
Mrs. Russ Schultz 
Russ Schultz 


Ardoth Shepard : 
Mrs. Ardoth Shepard s 
Chaffee Shirk 

. 


W. P. Simison 
Warren Siple 


Walter Small 

Jerry Sondgerath 

Mrs. Jerry Sondgerath 
Donald Sondgerath 
Herb Sondgerath 


Tom Sondgerath 
Tony Tomasello 

Emory F. Towers 
Herb Voigt 


Lawrence Walkup 


Robert Watt 

John Webster 

Mrs. Ellsworth Wilson 
Ed Wilson 

Dr. R. S. Yegerlehner 


a 


ile yay! 
ea i OWN 
tonyod one \ 
» 
. 
a4 
: 
> ry 
— 
i if ’ 
2 ye 
tt shenat} 
Morsyt mot 
Mm ‘ 
Ge) YONG) 


noulW ¢ yaelhd 2a - 


nor ba 
voorlaly agg Wf 2B aa 


re —e > ; i 


SOAS Les, 


: BB. 


ron oP MagETIESr DE ete Eye st 


CET, Rarameae pare 
xy 5 ae : 


Aerial view of Kentland looking north. 
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Jack Yost 

Mrs. Jack Yost 

Leo J. Yost 

J. W. (Bill) Zimmerman 
Mrs. J. W. Zimmerman 


Clarence Bair 
John Krull 

Mrs John Krull 
C. $. Loughridge 
George Monroe 


Clarence Moshier 
C. A. Rinard 
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KENTLAND’'S TWO LARGEST FIRES IN RECENT YEARS 


soit she wahoo cant 


RESERVED FOR 
BUS PARKING ONLY 


The Nu-Joy fire occurred on the afternoon of September 7, 1945. The building and contents were complete- 
ly destroyed. 


In ew Atrehge AAset tat enh 


The Edw. J. Funk & Sons’ fire happened late in the night of September 29, 1949. General offices of the 
company and the advertising-printing department were completely destroyed. 
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...About the Company of Edw. J. Funk 
& Sons, Inc. 


An early pioneer and a progressive farmer, Edw. J. Funk, 
together; with his older sons, was among the first to see the pos- 
sibiltities of hybrid corn. Born in Benton County, Indiana, in 1876, 
the son of immigrant parents from Western Germany, Mr. Funk 
grew up on the same farm tand to which he brought his bride, 
reared his children, and from which he retired last spring after 
purchasing the Bond House in Earl Park. 

The first Funk efforts in the hybrid seed corn business were 
carried on in small test plots on the home farm over a quarter 
century ago. Today, most of the vast, green, fertile acres of the 
Edw. J. Funk Farms, are devoted to experimenting, testing, and 
producing the finest in hybrids. These same hybrids, which are 
tested here, are also grown in test plots strategically located 
throughout the Corn Belt. The Edw. J. Funk & Sons’ varieties, 
Edw. J. Funk : which soon became known nationally as Super Crost hybrids, are 


listed among top-ranking hybrids of the nation, with the firm itself being the largest centrally located plant 
of its-kind -- a result of courage, vision, and pioneering on the part of the Edw. J. Funk family. 
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EDW. J. FUNK & SONS 
Seated I. to r.: Bernard, Edw. J. and Bill - Back Row: Louis, Harold, John, Paul and Carl. 


In 1929, while producing open-pollinated seed corn 
and pure lines of small seeds, the Edw. J. Funk farm be- 
came an experimental laboratory under the supervision of 
Carl Funk. Here strains of corn were tested and their value 
determined. Due to the expansion of the farm seeds pro- 
gram, the family became a partnership in 1935. The father, 
Edw. J.; seven sons, Bernard, Carl, Bill, Harold, John, Paul, 
Louis; and two daughters, Ann and Marie, all joined forces 
to form the nucleus for the present day organization. 
Shortly after, in 1936, Charles Dienhart, who had been 
associated with Purdue University in corn research, joined 
Edw. J. Funk & Sons and became director of the corn breed- 


ing program. This research work has been expanded through- 


oy 
FUNK § $0ns 


SOAR MOT wae 


out the years. In 1943 a modern plant and warehouse were 
scientifically designed and built to assure the finest hand- 
ling of Super Crost hybrids. A recent development in agri- 
cultural science -- anhydrous ammonia and liquid fertilizers 
-- has been incorporated as a separate division of Com- 
pany. 

The firm of Edw. J. Funk & Sons is owned and con- 
trolled by members of the Edw. J. Funk family. The respon- 
sibilities of management are headed by the Funks person- 
ally. Today, as the Company continues to expand, the Funk 
family persists in its untiring effort to produce the best in 
hybrid seed corn and fertilizers. 
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President Clerk-Treas Member Member 
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HUNTER DRUGS 


Mr. Lyle Hunter came to Kentland about 1924 with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Hunter, who had just 
opened an International Harvester and John Deere Implement business after selling a similar business in Mo- 
rocco. A couple years later he dropped the International Harvester Franchise and purchased a nardware 
business from Otto Briner. Later they sold out to John Krug, who owns and operates said business today. 

Lyle Hunter, after spending some time in the C.C.C., entered Valparaiso University where his father 
graduated before him. He transferred to Purdue and pregemed before enlisting in the United States Air 
Force. He served as a Cadet for nearly 3 years. 

After a couple of years working in drug stores in Louisiana, Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Hunter, (former Theda 
Barbara Padgett of Morocco), purchased a drug store in Kentland. 

Hunter Drugs, as it is known, had several previous owners. Dr. McCain came to Kentland about 1886 
and purchased a drug store on the east side of the street from J.R. Elliot. Later he moved to the present 
Hunter Drug location, Dr. McCain practiced medicine and operated a drug store from this location for a 
number of years, his son later operated the drug store. 

Herman and Otto Boone purchased the drug store from Kenneth McCain, May 30, 1925. On January 
1946, Mr. Otto Boone sold to Mr. Thomas Spencer and on Feb. 1, 1947, Mr. Hunter became the owner. 

It might be interesting to note at this point that Mrs. Lyle Hunter's grandfather, Mr. Alonzo E. Purkey, 
was the owner of a drug store in Morocco for many years. Two of his sons, Jesse and Bayard were re- 
gistered Pharmacists. Also, Bayard and Ernest are Dental College graduates; Ernest still practices dentistry 
in Morocco. Another son, Grover, was a chemist employed by Eli Lily at the time of his death. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Hunter have three children: Leslie Gail, born 1948; Lyle Ray, born 1951; and Jesse 

Lee, born 1955. 


KENTLAND MOTOR COURT 


Inside City Limits-U.S. 24 & 52W. 


HAROLD M. OLIVER 


Public Accountant 


Air Conditioned - Free TV. . Tax Service 


Fine Restaurants Near 


Kentland, Ind. Phone 34 


Mrs. Esta Herriman 


Kentland, Ind. 


KENTLAND 
MARATHON SERVICE 


HOOSIER CLEANERS 


Six Hour Service 


Best in the Long Run 


Phone 272 Kentland, Ind. 


KENTLAND, INDIANA PHONE 111 
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Mr. and Mrs. Loya! C. Knollin 


KEN’S MOTEL 


and 
ARCADE HOTEL 


WILBUR OLSON 


Rea! Estate 


Kenneth & Lucile Jones 


Living With & Serving You 
25 Years 


Same Location Compliments of 


: Same Management 
Marian and Margaret Dunn 


BEN FRANKLIN STORE | 
KENTLAND CAFE 


Mr. - Mrs J. W. Zimmerman 
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Swiss 
BP MeMULLANS) 
REUNSRAL: HOME 


TOWERS-McMULLAN 
FUNERAL HOME 


Phone 301 


Compliments 
of 
Bidwells 
Carl yee 


Jim Bob Marsha 


214 E. Washington St. 


- 96 - 


Keniland, Indiana 


Congratulations 


Kentland 


on becoming 100 years young 


from 
Soradling's 


Morocco's Oldest Department Store 


Clay Blaney, 


Manager 


Pa. 
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to your nearby Standard Oil Man is all it takes to bring the complete 
line of high quality STANDARD Products right to your door! 


STANDARD Gasolines with Built-In Gas-Savers. 
Carefully refined Diesel Fuels. 

Complete line of Motor Oils. 

Lubricants for every need. 

Home Heating Oil with STA-CLEAN. 

Liquid Wax for easy floor care. 

Weed and Brush Killers for more crop profits. 
Insect Sprays for livestock, crop and soil pests. 


ALL STANDARD Products are backed by the most extensive Petroleum 
Research and Product Development organization in Mid-America—and 
by Standard’s 70 years of experience and service to farmers! 


Standard’s Store-at-your-door will save you time, trouble and money. Call 
your nearby Standard Oil Man, today, and see for yourself! You'll be glad 
you did. 


N-rich your soil 


with Standard’s Quality Anhydrous Ammonia 


It's 82% Nitrogen — the most concentrated, most economical Nitrogen fertilizer 
you can buy. You get more N per dollar! And Nitrogen is the element most 
often needed for higher yields and greater profits. 


Your local dealer for Standard’s Quality Anhydrous Ammonia—Edw. J. Funk 
& Sons—can give you complete information and help you plan a balanced 
soils fertility program. 
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KENTLAND'S OLDEST CITIZEN 


Mrs. Thad (Katie Taylor) Littlejohn, 93 years old on Feb- 
ruary 17, 1960, came to this community at the age of four 
years in 1871. She came to Indiana with her parents from 
Naperville, Illinois, by wagon to their newly acquired home 
(the Taylor farm near the Carton farm). She relates vividly 
of wild animals prowling around their home at night. She 
states also that there were Indians in the area. The first 
winter, two families lived together in the house pictured 
above. This house had only a buffalo hide for a door. In 
the spring, the other family moved and her father added 
the lean-to. 

She attended the Carton School where she met Thad Little. 
john, who then, was a young man living down the trail 
with his sister. They were married in 1887. Mr. Littlejohn 
owned the hardware store (located where the Kentland 


“4 
yy 


Hardware is presently located). They moved to what is 
known as the old Sharpe property next door to the old 
W.O.O.F. building where prayer meetings were held on 
Sundays. She says she can remember a grocery store, two 
saloons, Hubertz's hotel, and Schuh's blacksmith and livery 
stable. 

Upon the death of Mr. Littlejohn's father, Thad inherited 
the 109 acre farm -- the old home place -- as his father’s 
land was divided among the children. 

Traveling by buggy to town she says, ‘often times we broke 
down because of the mud, for it was over a foot deep.” 
Mrs. Littlejohn is in good health, living on the farm with 
a housekeeper since the death of her husband in 1957. 
(Mrs. Thad Littlejohn was interviewed by Mrs. phe wood 
E. Carlson -- this is her report). 


~KENTLAND HIGH SCHOOL’S CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL SEASON 


On Thanksgiving Day, the football season of 1918 came to 
a close with all honors having been won by the K.H.S. 
team. 

At the beginning of the year Kentland had vowed not to 
divide honors with any other team. Kentland was deter- 
mined to have all of the laurels or none at all. Accordingly, 
early in the season she challenged every pretentious high 
school team in the state, including Sheridan. According to 
Heze Clark, Kentland and Sheridan obtained equal rank 
the previous year. 

At the beginning of the season the flu epidemic closed 
every school in the state. A number of the K.H.S. squad 
were ill, but had recovered by the time the season got 
started. 

Kentland was without a coach. Through some friends of 
K.H.S. that had great authority on football, Mr. Walter Ec- 
kersall, of the Chicago Tribune, was obtained for a brief 


period. Altho a very busy man, he was able to give the 
team 3 afternoons of his experience and advice. A full 
measure of credit is due him for the team’s success. 

As usual, Morocco had a strong team. By arrangements 
made the previous year Morocco and Kentland were to 
meet on Thanksgiving Day. Morocco went through the sea- 
son to the final game without a defeat, altho she was scor- 
ed upon several times. Kentland came up to the Thanks- 
giving game with a total score of 279 to it’s opponents 0. 
She had won every game except for a 0-0 tie with Emerson 
(Gary) High School. Logansport, South Bend, Watseka, and 
Sheridan had been taken into camp, the strongest of this 
aggregation being Sheridan. When the battle scarred war- 
riors of Sheridan had finished the 24-0 game in favor of 
Kentland, they were unanimous in saying that Kentland 
was the strongest team they had ever been up against. 
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1 - Flint Harper, 2 - Horace Don, 3 - Frank May, 4 - Terrance Cunningham, 5 - Joseph Cunningham, 6 - 
H. L. Sammons, Mgr., 7 - Ernest Hazel, 8 - Carroll Murphy, 9 - Austin Armold, 10 - Harry Schmidt, 11 - 
William Broughton, 12 - James Hassett, 13 - Nicholas Krull, 14 - Charles Hendry, 15 - Coburn McCain, 
16 - Charles Murphy, 17 - Henry Reinhart, Capt., 18 - Harry Duttenhaver, 19 - Farield Mowery, 20 - 
Harry Hoover, 21 - Oliver Perry. 


Thanksgiving Day arrived and such a day it was! The 
weather man had been very generous every other game 
day of the season, but on this day he handed out rain, 
sleet, snow, and wind all mixed up in a northwestern whiz- 
zer. Only the stoutest hearts braved the elements, but at that 
nearly 1000 fans attended-the game. 

Every arrangement had been made to stage the event in 
classic style. Engle of Michigan and St. John of Notre Dame 
were selected as referee and umpire, while Coach Buss of 
De Pauw acted as head linesman. 

It may be past history to recall how for 3 periods neither 
team was able to score, but in the fourth period the old 
fighting spirit of the Blue and White stood out strong again. 
Thus far a close, line-smashing game had been played, as 
open field tactics could not be used with such a strong wind 


blowing. The strain began to tell on Morocco's line. A 
weakness had been found and when Kentland obtained 
possession of the ball on their own forty yard line they be- 
gan a march down the field. 
Delayed bucks, full-back smashes and skin tackles were 
hurled at Morocco’'s line. Steadily, the ball was advanced 
yard by yard until it was just two yards from their goal 
line. The signal was called, the ball was snapped, and 
Schmidt plunged for the winning touchdown. 
It was the state championship for Kentland--it was gloom-- 
great chunks of gloom--for Morocco. The final score was 
6-0. Kentland closed the season undefeated and unscored 
on. It is a record never before equalled in the state. 

H. L. Sammons, Manager 

Henry W. Reinhart, Cap't. 


Above from the 1919 K.H.S. Annual 
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Seaboard 


Finance 


Company 


«317 East Graham St. Kentland, Indiana 


CONGRATULATIONS, KENTLAND 


We are proud to say that we are a 
part of you. Your progress has 


been our progress. 


LONEPINE 
FLORAL COMPANY 


Flowers for all occasions 


Phone 147 


-MOSHIER and DENTON 


Water Well Drilling 


“Electric Pumps Well Repair 


Kentland Phone 89 


100 Years of Service 


BECKS BODY SHOP 


Complete Body Work 
Radiators Repaired 


Wrecker Service 


Call 333 


Ey set hee ste Ore eee 


All types of painting. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER 


WHEN 
Molding 
34 crn mld 1.20 C 
Py IE sR A $14.00 M are Brd Geo P 250E 
2x4CL 37.00 M - : a . : ) asing oe 
1 x 6 Brn Sid 19.00 M ote) 
WE SINCERELY THANK 4 lock 
1x6 #1 Fig Hie M ; Sas ais i <3 
1” Cypress Cl 40:00 M EA ns % 1.00 C 
2 Bd Clg 15.00 M FOR YOUR MANY YEARS varter + Ft 
4” Bev Crib #1 15.00 M O.G. Bolts 34 ea 
1 x 6 Rough 12.50 M OF Porch work 
4” Oak Fg Cl 40.00 M PATRONAGE Bottom Rail 04 ec 
Berket Lath 13.00 M ee ny 7H ea 
Wood Lath 2.15M pindies .02 ea 
Brackets 12x14 2424 
pe 255 Kentland Lumber feces! Wie 
illwor 
22x32-2 It wds 1.40 ea. & Sere Ornaments 2.00 ea 
2.6-6.8 4 It dr 3.95 ea. She 
2.8-6.8 2 pl dr 3.15 ea. ce eee 525 
2.8-7.0 gl dr. Sse Goyell Water ibe 70 
10x14 8 It rl wd 81 ea. ir ad aie re , 
iIn run bric i 
Hegel 30 ea, Ph 3 George W. Dye WHEN2 1895 


Manager 


Newton County CONGRATULATIONS 
Farm Bureau ~ KENTLAND! 


To Do For The Farmer Collectively 
What He Cannot Accomplish Alone 


Harvey Bupp Max Smith 


County Chairman Sec.-Treas. 


ROEBUCK AND CO. 


All Types Insurance 


John R. Webster Frank Barger, - | KENTLAN D, IND. 
Agency Manager Special Agent p 4 O NE 4A0 


Brook, Indiana 


Phone - Br 5-215] 
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Aerial view of Kentland looking northeast. 


STREET SCENES OF KENTLAND 
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Standing: (left to right) Mary Margaret, Edward, James, Evelyn, Car- Standing: (left to right) Margaret Eva, Thomas, Chris. Seated: Mrs. Carl 
olyn. Seated: Mrs. Bernard Funk, Kevin, Mr. B. J. Funk. Funk, Carl Allen, Mr. Carl E. Funk. 


_ THE B. J. FUNK FAMILY THE CARL E. FUNK FAMILY 


Top Row: (left to right) Mrs. Wm. E. Funk, Mr. Wm. E. Funk, Robert. 


Standing: (left to right) Joseph, Kenneth, Stephen, Eugene, Gerald. 
Lower Row: Richard, William Nelson, Joy, Donald. 


Seated: Mrs. Harold Funk, Mr. Harold Funk, Dennis, Marianne. 


THE WM. E. FUNK FAMILY THE HAROLD A. FUNK FAMILY 
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In 1896, J.R. Thompson began the first 
jewelry store where the Loughridge bar- 
ber shop is now located. In 1897, C.A. 
Rinard purchased the business. In 1898, 
he acquired the George D. Rider bank 
building, and moved his business into 
the present location. In 1949, the store 
was sold to Leonard J. LeBeau. 

In 1959, the exterior was finished with 
Bedford stone, aluminum and glass. The 
interior is complete for convenient shop- 
ping. The main feature is the diamond 
room with its privacy and sit down com- 
fort. The scientifically designed lighting 
and equipment afford the customer the 
knowledge of what he 1s purchasing. 


Mr. & Mrs. Leonard J. LeBeau and family 


LEBEAU JEWELERS 


Be sociable 


Serve Pepsi 


Compliments of ie eit 
. -« .. The light refreshment. 


Dr. Charles z White ; 
D.V.M. 


Phone 14] Kentland, Indiana 
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SONDGERATH MOTORS, INC. 


Kentland, Indiana. Phone 29 
CADILLAC-OLDSMOBILE-RAMBLER-METROPOLITAN 


OLDSMOBILE 


SALES & SERVICE 


27 years of continuous service to the people of Kentland and surrounding area. We appreciate most sin- 
cerely the patronage you have given us in the past and hope we will continue to merit your good-will for 
many years in the future. 


Jerry Sondgerath 
Don Sondgerath 

Herb Sondgerath 
Tom Sondgerath 


Sipece (725 
KLEMME-COOLEY 


Sales Service 
Hardware Implements 
Appliances 


Phone Belmont 5-3221 


Kentland 


Earl Park, Indiana 


PAUL KRUG - T V THE 


Service all Makes 


____ Redio and Television NEWTON COUNTY ENTERPRISE 


Kentland, Indiana 


Newton County's Oldest Newspaper 


Printers & Publishers 
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Since 1865 


- 106 - 


sqangew 


1A tzeblO 2 


| At 
ai 


naiictot & aratniy4 


e585! sore 


i ‘ iA 
imo nmoweri 


240] 


- BOL - 


ri oi ‘AIDONOR- | | 


Ml ahielil on oite sy 


49 38OM2OID DA LNGAD 


My of 


nitread to slooen act of ssivise evounitags to 2708Y RS 
Home oY sponorting off ylow~es © 
ouutu? arlt mi awwey YROm ah” 
\ 
bi 


ee ee ~ 


_ &s¥\ sos 


- ~ r he 
T - DUA JUAD ee 

redo lo saiviae 5 ae 
noizvelel bas oibnd. 


muy ergs foe eiamAny ey 


CONGRATULATIONS 


from 


Jack and Barb 


to KENTLAND on 


It's 100 Anniversary 


ASHTON’S 


"Distinctive 


READY-TO-WEAR 


Kentland Phone 105 


Congratulations to Kentland 


_..,0n their 100 years of progress 


+ 
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BOWLING IS FUN 


In the promotion of thrift and home ownership, our 
doors are open to all who reside within 50 miles of 
our office to supplement the service of other finan- 
cial institutions in the area. 


Concord Bowl 


IROQUOIS, ILLINOIS 
Iroquois Federal Savings 
and 
Loan Association 


10 MODERN AIRCONDITIONED LANES 


106 South Fourth Street 


Watseka, Illinois 
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PELLETED HIGH ROUGHAGE FEEDS 
for 

SHEEP BEEF DAIRY HOGS 

Complete blended rations 


HAY PELLETS HAY-GRAIN MIXES CALF PELLETS 


DEHYDRATED ALFALFA SOY BEAN HAY SORGHUM & CORN PLANT Stee 


PELPAC INC. | | 


Using Kentland’s Finest Resource 


Its Agricultural Products 


Kentland, Indiana Phone 227 


Compliments of 


SAMUEL E. MOLTER, JR. 
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Probation Officer 


Residence of Mr. and Mrs. William McKinley Breese 


aS ee ee ‘s 
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OKLAHOMA OIL COMPANY 


Robert Watt - Agent 


Kentland, Indiana 
Phone 86 
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REAL ESTATE 


Edward R. Wilson 


cease) INSURANCE 
Phones 92 and 70 


PRAIRIE REALTY COMPANY, INC. 


Ee 


Kentland, Indiana 


- 109 - 


i 4. 
te a gyn . x Py ee Sa 


onoitial bavline} 


. , - POT 


For nearly half a century, electric 
service has contributed to the 
growth and progress of Kentland 


Through the years, the 


standards of service have been 


~ continually improved. 


NORTHERN INDIANA 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY 


is proud of the part it has 


es Hi played in the development of 


Kentland 
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the Modern Way... 
Delivered Ready-Mixed 


Efficient ; . High-Quality 
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100 years from now our concrete will still be in use. 


PEOPLE'S READY MIX COMPANY 


Phone 203 Kentland, Indiana 
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Congratulations 


to the 


Kentland Community 


on the occasion of its 


100th Birthday 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


TO 
KENTLAND - NEWTON COUNTY 


CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 


Alvin C. Cast 


CAST INSURANCE AGENCY 


Kentland, Indiana 
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1860 1960 


Our Sincere 


~~~ Congratulations 
to the Good People of 
Kentland and Newton County 


celebrating 


100 years of Progress 
1860 - 1960 


We are proud to say that we are a part of you - your progress has been our progress. 
Newton County is truly the Home of Hoosier Hospitality where for 3 generations our 
pharmacy has been serving the fine people of Newton County. 


PEOPLES DRUG STORE 


Specialists, Candies, Cards, Sherwin-Williams Paints 


Newton County's most complete Drug Store. 


> 
& 


GROWING WITH KENTLAND SINCE 1932 


OUR NEW BUILDING IS AN EXPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE IN THE 
FUTURE OF THE KENTLAND COMMUNITY 


KENTLAND BANK 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


DALEY'S RESTAURANT 


~ MAIN STREET 


Heinold Hog Market Inc. 


KENTLAND, INDIANA 


Goodland, fneione 


Ax 73121 


tee Paul E. Schrader, Mgr. 


KAIN’S LIQUOR STORE 


Kentland, Indiana 


| ee j et 


i 5 mn enae 
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‘OM! .OF MOI figs 


CATERPILLAR 


DIESEL TRACTORS 


AND ALLIED EQUIPMENT 


OUR POLICY _ 


QUALITY SINCE 1933 SERVICE 


HARDINGS, INCORPORATED 


109 W. Commercial Ave. . 


LOWELL, INDIANA 


Emil Hardings, Pres. : Clarence Hardings Sec.-Treas. 
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rlE Be& B-STORE 


Kentland, Indiana 


This store has operated in its present location continuously as a Men's and Boys’ wear business since 
1871. The records show that Alexander J. Kent had the building erected and sold it to John B. Chese- 
borough and Elam G. Smith. By the year 1876 Alexander J. Kent had again become owner of the building 
and contents. Mr. Cheseborough continued as manager. The next owners of the business were Mr. John 
Keefe and Mr. Patrick Keefe (brothers,) and they operated as a partnership. 


In the late 1890's this partnership was dissolved, and Mr. Pattrick Keefe was sole owner. In 1899 Mr. 
Keefe took as his partner John W. Ryan (a cousin.) This partnership continued into the middle of the year 
1904. At this time Mr. Keefe was killed in a train wreck in Missouri. Mr. Carrol C. Kent then bought the 
Keefe interest, and the business operated under the name of ‘J. W. Ryan and Company.” In the 1920's Mr. 
Kent sold his interest to Mr. Ryan, and the trade name was changed to Ryan's. 


At the death of J. W. Ryan in 1930, Mr. John Brewer and Mr. Paul Bruck (clerks in the business at that 
time) bought the contents and operated under the name of “Brewer and Bruck’ or the B & B STORE. In 
1941 Mr. Brewer died, and Paul Bruck bought the Brewer interest and is still operating under the original 
name B & B STORE. In all these years, the building has changed hands but three times. 
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_ Compliments 


of 


MORRIS HOLLEY 


~ PEACOCKS 


OKLAHOMA SERVICE STATION il Theatre 


KENTLAND. INDIANA Where the best pictures are seen at their best. 
Phone 35 E=-O--- 


Tires - Batteries - Oil - Grease 


Built in 1938 


by Dallas Cannon 


~---O---- 


EAT - N - SIP 


Now operated by 
A friendly place to eat James P. Griffis 
The Schultzs 


Kentland, Indiana 
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3 STANDARD — 
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Life Time Guarantee 


against anyhing 


_TUBERTY’ S STANDARD SERVICE 


Kentland 


CAL'S 
BODY SHOP 


Quality Painting 


SHERMAN WHITE & COMPANY 


_~ Frozen Eggs, Shell Eggs, Dressed 
and eee rae a Poultry, Butter 


SEES GEE URE Modern Cold Storage Warehouse 


aa KENTLAND, INDIANA Distributors of Dairy Products 


P. O. Box 540 Fort Wayne 1, Indiana 


Compliments of 


FRED CROWDEN SALES, INC. 


Distributors of Dry Propane Gas 


BALES LUMBER COMPANY 


Builders’ Supplies and Coal 


John R. Johnson, Manager Goodland Phone Axtel 7-3322-Indiana 


Goodland, Indiana 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
To the people of Kentland and Newton County 


on your 100th Anniversary. We are happy 


to have shared in your progress. 


NEWTON COUNTY RURAL ELECTRIC 
MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION 


Kentland, Indiana 


Hybrid Seed Corn Sne | | In g 
Agricultural Chemicals ek a 


Grass and Clover Seed 


Sprayers and Granular Applicators Fa rm Se rvi ce 
ee ee _ Depend on us for 


Moews Corn Belt Co., Inc. 


FERTILIZER--SOIL TESTING 


Phone Union 9-5754 SEEDS--CHEMICALS--SPRAYERS 


U.S. 41 BALER TWINE--CORN CRIBS-- 


~~ Boswell, Indiana 


GRAIN BINS--CORN DRIERS 


Phone Boswell UN 9-545] 
US. 4] Boswell, Indiana 


f ahim | 
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FERTILIZERS 
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YOU'LL NEVER KNOW WHAT A FIELD 


Newton County 


CAN YIELD UNTIL YOU USE 


Stone Co., Inc. 


RAINBOW 


Crushed Stone-Agricultural Limestone 


Quality and Service is our Motto 


Kentland, Indiana 


Phone 19 


Do you really know what sort of yields your 
land might produce with the right fertilizer? 
You won't know for sure ... until you use the 7 


Pa ra mount best in premium fertilizers, Rainbow Plant Food. RA 


Rainbow is several cuts above anything you ve ever 

d Z used before ... tailored for your soils and crops, 

U Naerwrl fie cS, | Nc. scientifically designed to feed crops all season long. | 
Here's an easy way to find out for yourself how | 


Monticello, Indiana much difference Rainbow can make in yields and 
profits. Put Rainbow on your soil this year. See how 
Phone JH - 35695 much more a field can yield ... when fertilized with 
Rainbow Premium Plant Food. Call us for the full de- 

tails. 


Consult Us For--- 


AER, 
“Indiana's Most Unique Pension Plan” PIN se of 
: \Seugs/ 


Specializing in Personal Insurance INTERNATIONAL 
MINERALS & CHEMICAL | 
CORPORATION | 


Manufacturers of Super Rainbow, Rainbow 
“ and International Plant Foods 
P.O. Box 277 Chicago Heights, Illinois 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


KENTLAND GRAIN & FEED 


-... Kentland, Indiana 


Owners 


’ Henry Altman Warren Schoon 


ETTER TIRE SERVICE 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


—.,. FOWLER INDIANA 


Hayden Stone. & Go: 


Firestone and U.S. Royal Tires 


Grains Stocks & Bonds 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


NEWTON COUNTY BEVERAGE 


United Telephone Bldg. 
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Home of Mr. and Mrs. George R. Monroe 3/10/60 


HANSEN'S CAFE 


Open 24 Hours 


Compliments of 


THE DRACKETT COMPANY 


S @, Ai 


‘PUSS 4) South. 


y 


Phone 131 Kentland, Indiana 


The Kentland Hardware | 


Was First Organized in 1883 


1883-Dodson Bros. 1924 Elmer Griffin 
1910 L. W. Ross ° 1947 Griffin & Jenkins 

1918 Otis Galey 1949 John O. Fenwick 
1954 - Wayne E. Good Present Owner : 
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Best Wishes From 


SHELDON FARMER'S CO-OP ELEVATOR 


Feed Seed Fertilizer 


Sheldon 85 


Compliments of 


Compliments of 


RAYMOND BOWER SHANE S STANDARD SERVICE 
Ss ie ag Jee | | Specializing in Top Quality 


Realtor Automotive Service 


Jerry Blanke, Manager 


Compliments 


RAY O'BRIEN 
GAS & APPLIANCE 


of 
NESIOSUIMPETCO: 
Kentland, Indiana Phone 236 


Wishing you a Successful 
; Bulk-Bottle Gas - Appliances 
Centennial 
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American Legion Home Kenfland City Hall 


Cpe: 


Students of the Breese School 1895. 


‘Students of School No. 10, 1920. 


Officers of the Chamber of Commerce in 1927. Arthur L. Smart, vice New George Ade Memorial Hospital completed in 1960. 
president; C. C. Harlan, treasurer; Clyde Hurt, secretary, and W. O. 
Shanlaub, president. 
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Compliments 


of 


HOPKINS ELECTRIC 


Michael E. and Martin F. Hopkins 


Phone 242 


Kentland, Indiana 


Compliments to 


Kentland-Newton Centennial 


Gladys and Gerald 
McCarty 


. €6Schuh's 


Upholstery 
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Tailored & Ready Made 


Auto Seat Covers 


Custom Made Draperies 


Furniture & Auto Upholstering 


Phone 298 - Kentland, Indiana 
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Congratulations to Kentland 


on its 100th 


Birthday 


DORMEYER INDUSTRIES - KENTLAND PLANT 


Mfg. of Quality Transformers, Solenoids, & Coils 
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NEWTON COUNTY FARM BUREAU CO-OP 


Brook Ade Morocco 
Organized 1927 
To serve our Newton County Farmer-Owners with highest quality farm 


supplies at lowest possible cost and to market their grain at the best 


possible return. 


1/3 OF A CENTURY OF SATISFACTORY SERVICE 


REYNOLDS SUNOCO 


“WHERE SERVICE COMES FIRST” 


Congratulations on your 100th Year 


"Sheldon 


Livestock Co., Inc. 


KELLY SPRINGFIELD TIRES 
SUNOCO OR DELCO BATTERIES 


Washing & Waxing 
a Specialty 


Ph 97 Free Pick- Kentl Indi 
A cee enttapd Uictane Your Complete Livestock Center 


Compliments 


of Phone 301 Carroll Bole 


Herb Schultz 


SHELL GAS STATION 
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Congratulations, Kentland on 
your Centennial Anniversary — 


~ MR. AND MRS. 
J. B. STATON 


Mr. Staton was Newton County Commissioner 
from January 1, 1917 to December 31, 1940. 
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The Paul Plunkett Family 


KENTLAND PLUMBING HEATING AND 
AIR CONDITIONING 


TAs tee aie, ia ie 8S 


MOROCCO STATE BANK 


p Morocco, Indiana 
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Arthur Kenney, a graduate of Purdue 
University School of Pharmacy purchas- 
ed the Healy and Ross Drug Store in 
1940. Mr. Healy of Loda, Illinois, a 
graduate of Northwestern University, 
came to Kentland in 1898, working in 
the Dr. McCain Drug Store. Mr. Ross, a 
graduate of Purdue University of Phar- 
macy in 1908, joined Mr. Healy in 1918. 
They purchased the building where Ken- 
ney's-Pharmacy is now located and 
formed a partnership, known as Healy 
and Ross. The building, housing the 
store, was built by Alexander J. Kent 
in 1870. It was sold to Healy and Ross 
in 1918. It was sold again to Phyllis and 
Arthur Kenney in 1957. Mr. and Mrs. 
Phyllis, Arthur, Tom, and Bill Kenney Kenney have two sons: Thomas Harry, 
Owners of Kenney Pharmacy -The Rexall Store born July 19, 1950; William Bailey, born 
September 18, 1952. 
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DISTRIBUTOR OF PHILLIPS 66 PRODUCTS 


Walter L. Small came to Kentland in September, 1931, and started in the gasoline business with the Phillips 
Petroleum Company. a a Be a ecu 


Today, in addition to gasoline and motor oils, he has a complete line of fuel oils, bottle gas, diesel fuels, 
tires, batteries, spark plugs, and accessories. Also services and sells space heaters, furnaces, water heat- 
ers, and propane gas operated air conditioning units. 


Walter L. Small is owner and manager assisted by his son, Harold R. Small. Other employees are Donald 
Dewing and Richard Farrell, gasoline and fuel oil tank wagon sales; Warren T. Sullivan, tank wagon bot- 
tle gas sales; and Paul R. Linn, bookkeeper. 


OUR MOTTO: QUALITY PRODUCTS AND FRIENDLY SERVICE 


WALTER SMALL OIL COMPANY 


KENTLAND, INDIANA 


PHONE 275 
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PORTER SALES & SERVICE 


International Trucks-Pontiac Cars 


Phone 330 


E. Ray Porter, Owner 


Kentland, Ind 


jana 


The Hitching Post 
Bought Antiques - ‘ 


107 E. Dunlap St. 


Edwin C. and Edna E. Ball 


Res. Phones 
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Hote! Kentland 


Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd H. Myers became owners of the 
Hotel Kentland in 1944. While the Hotel Kentland 
has long been a landmark in this Community, it has 
been maintained in a high degree of modern com- 
fort, and over the years has enjoyed having as guests 
many interesting people. Important improvements 
have been made recently. 


Since the death of Mr. Myers in 1957, Mrs. Ruth My- 
ers has continued residence in the Hotel, and Mr. 
Harold M. Oliver is acting manager. 


» | ee oe 
Xe 
¢ ‘ 
— — n s pwewese — eT 
4 
; x 
“ 
, , » ° ! " 
Ty : a ote son's ; j 
£) : y : ae. ; ~ 
' x i 44 x 4 hf} 3 ner 
i oa 
- 
<>) beys : inn j 
i : ‘i ] 
i 4 b hy n hasd : § ? Of 
' ; . i i mM GOeny Vi ; 
4 20¢ { y bap ot ) 
bo | 
; O08 .3 onbs Bao 2D niwbs = 
* ‘ ~« - 
9d 
' ' wort . 
zerorl4 
ot 
oS 1 : 7 


OS ne AE Ok ptt, RANE Meee: 2: 


Greyhound 
Post House Restaurant 
GOOD FOOD 
‘CAFETERIA SERVICE 
OPEN 24 HOURS 


BREAKFASTS, LUNCHEONS, AND DINNERS 


FOOD PREPARED TO GO-BOX LUNCH OR 
SNACK STYLE 
AMPLE PARKING AREA 


PHONE 81 KENTLAND, INDIANA 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


PUTNAM LOAN COMPANY, INC. 


(Offices in Kentland, and Fowler, Indiana) — | 


Everett J. Anstett, Manager 
Phone #344 


106 North Third St., Kentland, Indiana 


W. A. (BILL) BRUCK 


Brick, Block, Stone Mason 
107 E. Graham Street 


Kentland, Indiana 


Miller Brothers 


General Builders 
Homes-Farm Buildings-Roofing- 
Block eeneee Sheds and 
Commercial Buildings 
Exterior and Interior Paints 


(Insured Workmen) 


116 W. Allen St., Kentland, Ind. 


Compliments of 


THE 
ANSTETT INSURANCE AGENCY 


Everett & Catherine Anstett 


(COMPLETE LINES OF INSURANCE) 


lst Door North 
Of Sears Store 


106 North Third St 
Kentland, Indiana 


SHARPE'S STORE 


Kentland, Indiana 


The Place To Buy Good Merchandise 
At Attractive Prices 


Established in 1910 


Anne Rheude, Manager and Owner 
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-Howard R. Hiestand 


- Joint Representative of Newton and Jasper Counties, 1937 to 1949 Exclusive Author of 
the Bill establishing the Kankakee State Park in Newton and Lake Counties 


IN APPRECIATION 
| wish to thank the citizens of Kentland and Newton dep fer the confidence and the 


many favors extended to the Hiestand Law - Insurance - and Real Estate Office at 111 
N. Third Street in the town of Kentland over the past 40 years. 


Howard R. Hiestand, Attorney 


Compliments of 


The Coca-Cola Bottling Works 


Rensselaer, Indiana Phone 134 
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ROSEMARY MURPHY— 


MRS. INDIANA-MRS. AMERICA 


MRS. AMERICAS—The new Mrs. America of 1961, Mrs. George E. Murphy (left) of 
Kentland, Indiana, gets a close hug from Margaret Priebe of Des Moines, lowa, 
the retiring Mrs. America. Mrs. Murphy won the title June 10, at Fort Lauderdale, 


Fla., and will represent American homemakers for the next year. 


From an entry blank in Parents’ Magazine, clipped because 
of a life-long ambition, to Mrs. Indiana in March and on to 
the number one spot in the Mrs. America Contest in June is 
the story of a Kentland Cinderella, Mrs. George Murphy 
(Rosemary Simison). 


To win a first-place spot in the state contest, Mrs. Murphy 
had to prepare a casserole, bake a cake, style her hair in 
three different fashions, take several written tests over 
various phases of home-making, and demonstrate her 
speaking ability, poise, and personality. 


The national contest involved more of the same general 
types of tests plus the final two contests, demonstrated be- 
fore a nation-wide television audience when the top ten 
contestants from the total of 51 contestants, one from each 
state and the District of Columbia, were interviewed to- 
gether with their husbands. The two final tests, which the 
nation watched, were the hat designing contest and the 
cake decorating contest. Mrs. Murphy featured the Kent- 
land Centennial on her cake. 


Mrs. Murphy grew up in Romney, Indiana, the daughter of 


the W. P. Simisons. However, she had lived in Kentland for 
the past twenty years. She graduated from A. J. Kent High 
School in 1946. Later, she attended Purdue University and 
then went to modelling school in New York City. While in 
New York City, she married George Murphy, also a Kent- 
land boy and the son of the Lawson Murphys, who was at 
that time in the U. S. Navy. 


The Murphys are. the parents of five children: Steven, 10, 
Micheal Lee, 8%, Patrick, 7, Jeffrey, 5, and Cynthia, 22. 
In addition to her household tasks, Mrs. Murphy also finds 
time to participate in the activities of PTA, Tri Kappa, 
American Legion Auxiliary, Cub Scouts, and Young Repub- 
lican Club. Her church services include membership in the 
Methodist Church Choir and activity on its music committee. 


A busy life as an active member of the community and 
the busy mother of five growing, lively children certainly 
has given her top-notch qualifications for the home-making 
queenship title: MRS. AMERICA. Kentland in its Centennial 
year is certainly proud of this honor, indirectly reflecting 
glory on the community. 
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